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“Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?” 
I ponder this question every time a Baptism takes place in the Episcopal Church. You have heard it, and you 
likely have responded to it, with a resounding and passionate, “We will!” The other day, someone asked me 
how to respond to this Baptismal question when you don’t know the one being baptized and you are unsure if 
you will ever see him/her again. Is that child, the one being baptized, my responsibility, even if I have no  
connection to the family?  
 
These questions deal with stewardship. I had the pleasure of attending and helping facilitate a conversation last 
month at the final Family Night gathering for the program year. Family Nights are a fun gathering, with  
fellowship and educational offerings for adults and children, on the third Sunday of the month. This past month, 
the parents discussed ways that we all are stewards of children. We don’t own them, but God has entrusted us 
with their care and keeping. In some ways, this is refreshing because we realize that at a certain point, the seeds 
have been planted and we have to step back a bit and watch the growth. We aren’t responsible for every  

decision or step that is taken.  
 
However, as stewards of God’s children, we have a 
big responsibility. As Christians, we are responsible 
for raising children in the Christian faith and way of 
life. This not only applies to parents, godparents,  
relatives, and friends, but to the whole Church. 
When we vow to do all in our power to support a 
child in their life in Christ, we should not make an 
empty promise.  
 
If you don’t know that family of the child being  
baptized, make an effort to know them. Welcome 
them into the Body of Christ. Invite them to sit with 
you in church, or let them know about an upcoming 
church event. If you realize you haven’t seen them in 
church for a while, reach out to them and let them 
know you’ve missed them! If you have no  

relationship to the family and don’t know how to get in touch with them, you can still pray for them. Prayer is 
an important thing we often forget in our promise to support others in their Baptism—we often think prayer is 
something passive or a filler in place of “real action”. This could not be further from the truth. Prayer is  
powerful, and I’ve heard many say that they have felt the prayers of the Church surrounding them, especially in 
their time of need. I have felt the power of prayer in my own life, as well. So, always pray for those around you 
and those who you don’t see, that God may be present and work through their lives even when they are not 
physically at church.  
 
These suggestions are not only applicable for our relationship to those who were baptized, but to anyone we see 
in church, whether we know them or not. People want to know they are loved, cared about, prayed for, and 

Welcome God’s Children Into the Body of Christ 
 
The Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker, Assistant Rector, uses the examples of holy baptismal vows, the 
power of prayer, and Immanuel’s Family Night fellowship to address how every Christian can be a 
true steward of all of God’s children. 

The Rev. Patricia Phaneuf Alexander (left) and the Rev. Jo Belser (center) baptize 
the daughter of the couple standing (center rear) inside Immanuel Chapel. 
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missed (when they’re not present).  
 
We have much to offer our children regarding the Christian 
faith, even when we feel like we are lacking. I loved watching 
the kids at Family Night acting out the stories of Mary and 
Martha and the Prodigal Son. They are learning the stories of 
our Christian faith and why they are important (thank you to 
the Sunday School and Godly Play teachers!). Moreover,  
parents have the ultimate responsibility to teach their children 
the stories of our faith and what it means to be a Christian, in 
word and action. Remember: your example is always the most 
telling sign to children of what the Christian faith means to 
you. Children are very observant of our priorities, as I have 
learned (in the few times my daughter Eleanor, a toddler, has 
smacked down my cell phone when I’ve given it too much  
attention). 
 
As adults, we also learn so much from children. Jesus said, 
“Let the little children come to Me, and do not hinder them! 
For the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a  
little child will never enter it” (Mark 10:15). I believe children 
teach us a lot about who God is and how to be in relationship 
with Him. They show us love, joy, peace, and forgiveness. In 
my short time as a parent, I have learned from Eleanor about 
the need to be present. She notices things that I often miss in a 
normal day: a squirrel scampering up a tree, a flower petal blowing by, the wind rustling her hair. She  
experiences God’s world with joy and awe. We could all benefit from seeing the world through children’s 
eyes.  
 
In the end, we are all stewards of the children whom God has entrusted to our care. Every time we welcome a 
child into the Body of Christ, we become stewards of these children and their life of faith. “Will you who  
witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?” 
 
“We will!”  

In Christ, 

 

The Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker 
Assistant Rector 

“As Christians, we are responsible 

for raising children in the Christian 

faith and way of life. This not only 

applies to parents, godparents, 

relatives, and friends, but to the 

whole Church. When we vow to do 

all in our power to support a child 

in their life in Christ, we should 

follow through with that promise. “ 

Scenes from “Mary and Martha” and “The Prodigal Son” by the Family Night Players; more on pages 4-5 

https://biblehub.com/greek/281.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3004.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4771.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3739.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1209.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/932.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2316.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/5613.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3813.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3813.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1525.htm
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Roz Kerns with Father Randy 

Our “bee ambassadors”, 
Peter and Silas dressed 
for the occasion! 

Working on a bee craft with 
Francine Wargo 

Everyone got into the spirit of having fun while learning about the 
incredible honey bee during a truly unique Sunday School on Sunday, 
April 28th.  Our guest  Elsabé Dixon, a nationally-recognized  
conceptual artist and professional Bee Keeper, educated us all on the 
fascinating world of honey bees — the knowledge she shared helped 
us better prepare for our Heifer Fair the following month.   
 
All who attended enjoyed bee-themed crafts, fashions, and a giant 
model of a beehive — complete with flying bees. 
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One of the wonderful aspects of parish life, especially 
here at Immanuel, is watching the children, youth, and 
families grow in their beliefs and relationship with God.  
 
Personally, I love whenever I witness that moment an 
individual realizes they truly belong here because they 
are already an accepted part of this community. It is a 
moment when they show open joy for being in church. 
It is the moment when there is excitement to see other 
parishioners. It’s a thousand different moments that 
cannot be fully explained in words but I am sure many 
have seen it in others or felt in themselves.  
 
Those moments and the personal growth it encourages 
would not happen without the remarkable ministries of 
those individuals guiding, mentoring, teaching, and  
loving our parishioners. All of these individuals give 
the tremendous gift of their time and energy to ensure 
that spiritual formation remains central and relevant in 
the lives of our children, youth, and families. Through 
Acolytes, Godly Play, Sunday School, Pre-YC, EYC, 
and the Nursery, Immanuel grows stronger with each 
life that is touched.  
 
Therefore it is important that we take a moment to 
acknowledge the blessing that these amazing men and 
women bring and, more importantly, to thank them for 
their ministry.  
 
Our Acolyte Coordinator is:Francine Wargo 
 
Our Godly Play Story Tellers are:J ill Baird  
Caroline Bergmark, Carrie Cuddy, Isabel Frye, Lisa 
Frye, Sarah Glassco, Eileen Monnin-Kirby, and Linda 
Serabian 
 
Our Sunday School Teachers are:Julie Bruns, Lisa 
Clausen, Lindsay McGahuey Yates, Francine Wargo, 
Dana Hengst, Leah Wilson, Andy Biache, Martha 
Shimkin, Cameron Hogg, Hartley Hobson Wensing, 
Katherine Smith, and Linda Serabian. 
 
Our Pre-YC Advisors (4th and 5th grade youth group) 
are:Rob Johnson, and Kameron Onley 
 
Our EYC Advisors are:Andy Biache, Carr ie Cuddy, 
Jeannie Cummins-Eisenhour, Holly Ann Morton, and 
Jim Kurz.  
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Our Nursery staff are: Gilma Balacarcel, Eneida Balacarcel, and Ariyani 
Balacarcel.  
 
Thank you to each and every one of you. Immanuel would be lost without you and 
we all owe you a debt of gratitude that we may never fully repay.  
 
Thank You! 

John 
The Rev. John E. Hogg 
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You know that kids are having fun when 
they willingly ditch their cell phones!  
[Photo courtesy of Sharon Biache.]  

Shhh; a “hidden” sleeping beauty 

June 1-2, 2019 
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The Far Field by Madhuri Vijay  
“Beautifully written novel set in India and Kashmir.” 
 

The Second Mountain:The Quest for a Moral Life  by David Brooks  
 

A Course in Desert Spirituality  by Thomas Merton. Edited by Jon M. Sweeney  
“Lectures on the desert Fathers and Mothers given by Merton to the Novitiate at Gethsemane Abbey.” 
 

Silence by Shusaku Endo 

 

Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices for Everyday Life by Tish Harrison Warren  

 

Same Kind of Different As Me by Ron Hall, Denver Moore, and Lynn Vincent  

 

Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus by Nabeel Qureshi 

 

Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith by Kathleen Norris  
 

Brave Companions  by David McCullough  
 

Fragile Innocence  by James Reston Jr.  
“It's a very quick read - took me less than a week to finish.” 
  

A Crazy, Holy Grace by Frederick Buechner 
 

Paul: A Biography by  N.Tom Wright. 

Suggested Summer Reading  
 
The first installment of our Clergy-Recommended Summer Reading List was provided by the  Immanuelite 
Clergy listed below.  Look for our second installment in the July issue of . 
 

The Rev. Canon Rosemari Sullivan 
The Rev. Dr. Frank Wade 
The Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker 
The Rev. John Hogg 
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William Alexander 
 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School 
Potomac, MD 
 
Elon University class of 2023 
Elon, NC 
 
Submitted by proud parents  
Randy and Patty Alexander 

Martha “Marty” Christino  
 
T.C. Williams High Senior High School 
Alexandria 
 
Schreyer Honors College  
Pennsylvania State University class of 2023 
University Park, PA 
 
Submitted by proud parents  
Tony Christino and Adrianne Goins 
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Lily Clausen  
 
T.C. Williams Senior High School 
Alexandria 
 
University of Virginia class of 2023 
Charlottesville, VA 
 
Submitted by proud parents  Jim and Lisa Clausen 

Madison “Maddie” Eaton 
  
West Potomac High School  
Alexandria 
 
Elon University class of 2023 
Elon, NC 
 
(Focus: Environmental Science; Spanish  
 and Public Policy) 

 
Submitted by proud parents Mike and Jonie Eaton 
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Isabel Frye 
  
TC Williams Senior High School  
Alexandria 
 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
 and State University class of 2023 
Blacksburg, VA 
(Focus: Biochemistry/ Premed) 

 
Submitted by proud mother Lisa Frye 

Timothy “Timo” Kevin Kirby  
  
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School 
Alexandria 
 
University of California class of 2023 
Santa Barbara, CA 
(Focus: Biochemistry; the Natural Sciences) 

  
Submitted by proud parents  Kevin and Eileen Kirby 
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Henry Ridao Page 
  
The Potomac School  
McLean 
 
Ithaca College class of 2023 
The Roy H. Park School of Communications 
Ithaca, NY 
(Focus: Cinema and Photography; Cinema Production) 

 
Submitted by proud parents Chris and Diana Page 

  

Abby Murray 
  
St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School 
Alexandria 
 
University of Virginia class of 2023 
Charlottesville, VA 
 
Submitted by proud parents Bob and Carla Murray 
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William Douglas Henry  
  
Master of Science 
 - Geography  
 (with a  focus on Community and Environmental Planning) 
University of Montana 
Missoula, MT 
  
Submitted by proud father Doug Henry 
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William Alexander (in hat) sings “Thank God I’m a Country Boy” 
inside of Crenshaw Cabin at Shine Mont, with (from left to right) 
Mike Eckel (on banjo), Doug John and Paul Smyth (both on guitar).   

She aced “The Lima 
Bean” challenge:  
eating 10 lima beans  
to earn her first $1 
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June 23 Forum Hour (9 a.m. in The Welcome Center, Immanuel Chapel) 
Caring for  Creation in our own Backyards: Learn how using locally native 
plants in our gardens  benefits wildlife. 
  
In this urgent moment we pledge to protect and renew this good Earth 
and  all who call it home. (The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding  

         Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church, Creation Care Challenge) 
  
Parishioners Sarah Glassco and Michael Reinemer will discuss Bishop Curry’s Creation Care Challenge, and 
with help from Plant NoVA Natives, will explain how landscaping with native plants optimizes food and  
habitat available to the animals that live around us. Native plants and animals have co-evolved, and work  
together to build healthy, regenerative ecosystems.  Effective use of native plants can help to prevent the  
extinction of some species, including bees, birds and butterflies.  We’ll show lots of pictures of beautiful native 
plants and talk about resources that help you choose what would work best in your yard.  Even if you have no 
garden, come to learn some of the miraculous ways that nature works.    

 
 
 
June 30th Forum Hour: 2,000 Years of Faith and Art, led by Sam Sheridan,  
self-confessed Art Nerd, 9:15a.m., Zabriskie Parish Hall. For  over  two millennia,  
visual art has served the role of Bible Teacher, used to praise, glorify, and (sometimes)  
explain our triune God. With an undergraduate education in the arts and experience  
working for Bronzecraft Foundry for Sculpture, Sam Sheridan, our Seminarian, will  
present an introductory glimpse of Christian art from around the world — and the  
motivations and intentions of the artists who created it.  
 
Loaded with pictures and maps, this forum can be fun for all ages.  
 

Who Are the Anglicans and What Makes you One of Them? Modern Anglican Thought Defined,  
led by Sam Sheridan, Seminarian.  “Anglican”.   We use that word, we see it on our bulletin, we pray for the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, we know our brothers and sisters in the International Anglican congregation, and 
still many Episcopalians cannot tell you much about the formation of our communion. We might know that 
Henry VIII had six wives and how his second led The Church of England to break from Rome, but that doesn't 
help us much when a friend asks what an Episcopalian is! This forum will provide an introduction to the  
writings of a dozen (mostly) living Anglican and Episcopal theologians of the 20th and 21st centuries — and 
their diversity of thought is palpable. The discussion portion of this forum will center around the broad tent of 
religious thinking in our church; illustrated using examples from writers whose views range from the  
ultra-orthodox to theologically liberal. We'll close by opening the discussion to include any modern  
Episcopalian and Anglican writers whose body of work you admire: if you want to read something Anglican 
this summer, and don’t know where to start, this is the forum for you! 
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Two Ways of Praying, led by Sam Sheridan, Seminarian.  Does prayer change outcomes? Does it change the 
world around us? Does prayer carve out space within us for God? These are actually normal questions for us 
Christians. Based in part on Paul Bradshaw's 2008 book of the same name, the Two Ways of Praying forum on 
July 14th will start to answer some of those questions. Summer Seminarian, Sam Sheridan will look at prayer 
practices from the earliest church, almost all of which appear in our liturgy on Sundays. We'll look at and talk 
about what we think it means to pray, and what we believe prayer does.  All are welcome!  

We honor our choir members who add so much to our  Euchar ist, week after  week. Their   
dedication, spirit, and unfailing hard work enhance and strengthen our relationship with God. 
All of the wonderful people listed below help make this choir exceptional. 
 

Gerry Anderson 
Terry Arnold 
Karen Besser 
Cierra Byrd* 
Jim Clausen 

Jamie Conrad 
Allan Gervacio* 

Rick Glassco 
Sarah Glassco 

Dr. Alexandra “Sandra” Graham 
Jeannie Cummins Eisenhour 

Denise Freeland  
Doug John, 

Danette (Dani) Kauffman 
Dorothy Kellogg 
Dr. Paul Lartey 

Marcia MacDonald 
Dr. Ken Mason 

Sudie McGahuey 
Joan Raybold, 
Emily Riley* 

Brooke Roberts 
Paul Smyth 

Dagobert Soergel 
David Temoshok 

Vasili Varfis* 
 

 * denotes section leader      



 17 

HILL HAPPENINGS 
The Special Event Calendar of Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 

BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY This Saturday:   
Join us for Immanuel’s monthly Saturday morning  
Breakfast Bible Study will be on June 15th, the third  
Saturday.  We gather in the Fairchild Room at 7:30 a.m. 
for breakfast, with Bible study beginning at 8 a.m. Our 
theme this year is Discernment of Spirits; we will read 
Matthew 13:10-17, using the African Model of  
Reflection.  For more information, please contact  
Chrissie Crosby cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 16th:  
MASS-ON-THE-GRASS & PARISH POTLUCK  
PICNIC:  This Sunday, June 16, we will celebrate the 
10:30a.m. Eucharist in the Zabriskie Chapel gardens, and 
afterward, we'll host an all-parish potluck in the Zabriskie 
Parish Hall. Please help us feed a crowd! Parishioners are 
asked to bring a dish to share that will serve 8-10 people. 
Categories are listed below (first letter of last name):  
  
A-B: Desserts / C-E: Side dishes: salads, coleslaw, beans   
F-H: Appetizers: cheese & crackers, deviled eggs, vegetable 
trays, fruit, salsa/ I-Z: Main course dishes: Sliced ham, fried/
roasted chicken, sandwiches, casseroles, quiche, chicken/
tuna salads, pasta dishes, vegetarian specialties, etc.   
  
Please bring your dishes and serving utensil (marked with 
your name to ensure their return to you) to the kitchen before 
the service. Volunteers! Please contact Chandley McDonald at McDonaldcm@state.gov or (703) 405-8071. 
Volunteers are needed on Saturday to lay tablecloths and set tables, and on Sunday for acceptance of food, 
helping serve the dishes, and clean-up. 

This Sunday, June 16th is the United Thank Offering Ingathering.  The blue boxes 
will be presented during the services today.  If you have forgotten to bring your box, please 
drop it off at the church office by noon on Thursday, 20 June.  A great big thank you to all 
who have participated in this endeavor.  Once all the boxes have been received and counted, 
we will update the parish on the results. 

Our contemplative prayer practice will resume on Sunday, June 23rd, 9:45a.m., The Meditation Room,  
Immanuel Chapel.  Even if you’ve never attended before, you are welcome to join us.  See you there! 

mailto:cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20in%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:McDonaldcm@state.gov
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Youth Trip to at The St. James Activity Center – This Sunday, June 16th - RISING 4th, 4th, 5th Graders 
and Members of the EYC (Episcopal Youth Community):  Come one - come all!! If you're interested in 

going to The St James Sports Center in Springfield 
(https://www.thestjames.com) this Sunday, June 16,  
immediately following the Parish Potluck Picnic, and 
spending an hour or 2 in the indoor water park or  
obstacle course (or both), please let Rob Johnson 
(rajohnson3@gmail.com / 703-379-9296) know so he 
can coordinate the ticket purchases and travel  
arrangements. $10 per person will get you admission 
to the center. 

Christmas Families in August 2019: Haiti and Alexandria 
 
Help children with school supplies - critical tools for learning! 

Every fall children in Haiti and Alexandria go off to school without the critical tools for learning. They do not 
have backpacks, notebooks, crayons, pencils, scissors, calculators, or the money for gym uniforms and fees. 
Maybe not having school supplies doesn’t seem like such a terrible hardship. But take a moment to think back 
to your own childhood. Remember how excited you were to pick out your supplies, making sure to get just the 
right color of notebook, .... Now picture the hurt on a child’s face when he or she learns their family can’t af-
ford to buy all the school materials they need. These children need our help. 
 
There are two ways you can help:  

1) Alexandria Child Protective Services has identified families in need (many of them families we helped last 
Christmas). You can sign up to provide school supplies for the children in one family after each service  

 between Sunday, June 16, and Sunday, August 11. The sign-up boards will in the narthex of Zabriskie 
 Chapel during the week. To provide for one of the large families, several Immanuel families may want to 
 sign up together. Please put your name and phone number on the sign-up board with the family you chose 
 and take from the manila folder the corresponding sheet with the names and the school supplies required 
 for the school and grade. Please bring the school supplies to church on or before Sunday, August 20.  
 You can also donate unassigned school supplies, especially backpacks (new or  used and in good 
 shape), after each service or at the parish office during the week. 
 
2) You can donate money at the special collection Sunday, June 16 and on Sunday, August 18 (or  by 

 mail or delivery to the church office anytime between now and August 18). Please make checks out to 
 Immanuel and mark them “XFAM”. The money will go to the Haiti Micah project (50%) and to  

  Community Lodgings (25% ) and Human Services in Alexandria. (25%).  
 
Let us give all children a good start in the new school year! 
 
Lissa Soergel (703-823-2840, 703-869-9848, <lissa@whollygenes.com>) 
Dagobert Soergel (703-823-2840, 703-585-2840, dsoergel@umd.edu) 
Linda Serabian (703-836-4670, <serabian@somaarchitects.com>) 
Julie Bruns (703-534-7913, <drbruns@bellatlantic.net>) 

mailto:rajohnson3@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:lissa@shollygenes.com?subject=Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:dsoergel@umd.edu?subject=Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:serabian@somaarchitects.com?subject=Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:drbruns@bellatlantic.net?subject=Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almnd%20Tree
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Are you looking for a life in balance? Are you seeking to study with other Christians 
who are striving to study and share in a small group setting? Immanuel’s Benedictine 
Community is a small study group that began to study the scripture based Rule of St 
Benedict in 2010. Benedictine roots are in the Anglican tradition and in the liturgy in 
the Book of Common Prayer. 
 

We meet the first and third Tuesdays, from 7-8 p.m. in the Fairchild Room at the Zabr iskie Chapel. 
We study a portion of the rule and offer reflections around the room. We close our group with Compline/
Evening prayer.  If interested, simply arrive or contact Barbara Fornoff at cr8vweaver@gmail.com.   S
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Immanuel is one of the Alive! congregations scheduled in June to replenish the 
food closet . Did you know ..... 
 

  One out of five Alexandrians struggles to put food on their table 

  Alexandria’s child poverty rate is 15%  -the highest in Northern VA 

  60% of public school students are eligible for free or reduced price meals  
 

Alive! helps feed more than 2,500 Alexandrians each month . Please help by bringing 
non perishable , unopened and not out of date medium sized packages of food to 
church in June. Boxes will be in both narthexes for food collection. Monetary 
donations are also very helpful because they allow Alive! to buy fresh meat, eggs and 
produce. Checks can be brought to the church office or sent to the Alive! office at 
2723 King Street, Alexandria  VA 22302 . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Everyone is invited to join Christ Church, Grace Episcopal Church, and Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill for  
ReNew: The Green VBS!  VBS campers are pre-K3 and up; VBS volunteers are 6th grade to 99+. 
 
From June 24th through June 28th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., we will learn about God's beautiful creation 
through the Parable of the Sower.  There will be lots of opportunity for children to explore nature, have fun, make 
friends, and make lots of crafts. 
 
Cost are just $70 for the first child and $65 for the second child, with a family cap of $135. (Volunteers do 
not pay a fee; if you would like to register as a volunteer, please contact the Rev. John Hogg 
(jhogg@icoh.net) 
 
Register at this link: https://ccalex.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/5e317d97-4037-4fe7-b9f6-cad40dfda1f4 
 
We hope to see you all there at what is guaranteed to be an exciting time and a perfect way to begin the  
summer! For questions, please contact the Rev. John Hogg at jhogg@icoh.net. 

mailto:cr8vweaver@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20from%20The%20Almond%20Tree,%20April%202019%20Issue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresco
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fra_Angelico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Marco,_Florence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Marco,_Florence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence
https://ccalex.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/5e317d97-4037-4fe7-b9f6-cad40dfda1f4
mailto:jhogg@icoh.net?subject=VBS%20Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
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Senior Adult Ministry:  60+ and 260 strong 
 
Spring activities are now in full swing, and we seniors won't be stopping for summer.  The Senior Ministry  
bulletin board in the Parish Hall will be an on-going source of information on all up-coming Senior Ministry 
activities.  Please do stop by and check it out.  And maybe sign up for something you haven't tried before.   
By summer, I hope to have a virtual bulletin board for us as well.  (Wish me luck.  My computer skills aren't 
worth a lick!) 
 
Please be sure to put the following dates on your calendar: 
 
   Wednesday, June 26 
 12:00 to 2:00  Senior luncheon at Goodwin House, The Club Room 
 
 
   Wednesday, July 31 
    12:00 to 2:00  Senior brown bag lunch in the Zabriskie Parish Hall.  
       Topic: Alexandria Public Library eBook collection and 
       how to use it.  Bring your iPad, Kindle or Tablet and get 
       hands on instruction from the Digital Services Librarian. 
 
If you have any questions on our activities, you can catch me at services, call me at 703-981-1237 (and leave a 
message because I don't pick up calls from numbers not in my directory!) or email at karen.besser@gmail.com. 
 
Finally, if you are planning to attend an event that needs reservations, I will be happy to make them for you.  If 
you can drive somewhere, please let me know if you can take a rider (or two).  If you need a ride, please let me 
know and I will try and match you up. 

 

Karen 
Karen Besser 
Senior Ministry Steward 
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mailto:karen.besser@gmail.com?subject=I%20Want%20Info%20on%20the%20Senior%20Ministry%20ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:karen.besser@gmail.com?subject=Someone%20clicked%20BrownBagGraffic%20in%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:Apowell@icoh.net?subject=RSVP%20for%20Goodwin%20House%20Lunch%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:apowell@icoh.net?subject=RSVP%20for%20GH%20Lunch%20June%2026%20from%20Ad%20in%20The%20Almond%20Tree
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Saturday, June 29th, 11:00 a.m., Funeral Eucharist in Immanuel Chapel 
 

Immediately followed by 
 

12:30 p.m.  Reception, Zabriskie Parish Hall 
2:00 p.m. Committal Service, Zabriskie Memorial Garden 
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In honor of World Refugee Day on June 20th, interested parishioners are 
invited to join us at our upcoming Refugee Community Dinner on  
Saturday, June 29th, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.   
 
As we did at the very successful refugee dinner last year, we have an  
outdoor cookout planned with lawn games, music and lots of fellowship.  
Any family/friends, kids, Immanuelites or anyone interested in the  
mission of the Refugee Ministry are welcome.  For more information, 
please contact Pierre Shostal (703-901-0993; pshks@aol.com).  

Seeking Gently Used Coffee Mugs for “Loved Mug Project” 
 
Do some of your old coffee mugs no longer bring you joy?  Maybe they might be interested in joining us for 
coffee hour on a permanent basis. 

In an effort to be better stewards of the environment, we want to collect 100 to 150 reusable mugs that would 
replace single use paper or styrofoam cups at coffee hour in the parish hall.  The plan is to set out clean mugs 
with the coffee each Sunday.  Racks will be available to collect used mugs for washing. We are also working 
on creating an Immanuel mug, perfect to purchase for yourself or a friend! Be on the lookout for an  
announcement about those soon! In the next few weeks, we will have a collection box for the used mugs. If 
you have any questions, please contact the Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker rrickenbaker@icoh.net.  

Immanuel Chapel Needs AV Support Volunteers: We are looking for  4 to 6 
more volunteers (ages 16 and over) to assist with Audio-Visual operations for 
services at Immanuel Chapel. Volunteers will learn the basics to manage  
microphones and sound.  
 
Interested? Contact Francine Wargo, wargo12@yahoo.com. Training will only 
take about an hour; Francine will set a date for training based on volunteer  
availability.  

mailto:pshks@aol.com?subject=Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:rrickenbaker@icoh.net?subject=I%20Have%20a%20Mug%20from%20Ad%20in%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:rrickenbaker@icoh.net?subject=Mug%20Graffic%20Click%20Wants%20More%20Info%20from%20June%20Issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:wargo12@yahoo.com?subject=AV%20Ad%20in%20the%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree


 23 

Traveling this summer?  Help the office staff fulfill a promise by slipping one of 
the most important items into your carryon — the Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill  
magnet seal!  The seals in the parish office have gotten tired collecting dust on the 
bottom shelf and want to see the world.  Why not show everyone you meet that 
you’re a proud Immanuelite by showing off your seal?!   
 
We’re looking for creative photos of Immanuel’s Traveling Seal this summer.  Send 
your snapshot, along with: (a) the location, (b) date of the photo, and (c) name of the 
photographer; then  look for your submission — and our Traveling Seal’s travel  
diary — online and in our October issue of THE ALMOND TREE.  All entries must 
be received by Tuesday, September 24, 2019.  
 
Where will you take our Traveling Seal this summer? 

Our seal “holds up” the Leaning Tower of Pisa 

mailto:apowell@icoh.net?subject=I'll%20Help%20our%20Traveling%20Seal...or%20I%20just%20Need%20One%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
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Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
3606 Seminary Road 
Alexandria, VA 22304-5200 

www.icoh.net 

In Our July Issue: 
 The second half of our  Clergy’s Summer Reading List        

June 23 

Caring for Creation in our own Backyards: Learn how using 
locally native plants in our gardens benefits wildlife. 
Led by long-time parishioners Sarah Glassco and Michael Reinemer 

9:00 a.m. The Welcome Center 
(next to Immanuel Chapel) 

June 30 

2,000 Years of Faith and Art 
Led by Sam Sheridan, Summer Seminarian 

9:15 a.m.  Zabriskie Parish Hall  

July 7 

Who Are the Anglicans and What Makes you One of Them? 
Modern Anglican Thought Defined. 
Led by Sam Sheridan, Summer Seminarian 

9:15 a.m.  Zabriskie Parish Hall  

July 14 

Two Ways of Praying 
Led by Sam Sheridan, Summer Seminarian 

9:15 a.m.  Zabriskie Parish Hall  

   


