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Transitions, Transitions. . . 
 

You may have heard the old adage that the only constant in this world is change.  
Well, I don’t know if I would swear by that saying, (I’m thinking of God’s love as  

the chief constant, for instance), but change has certainly felt paramount lately. 

 

As you probably know by now, both the Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker and the Rev. John 
Hogg will soon be leaving us.  They are both leaving for very good reasons, and I 
support them both fully.  Rachel has felt the call to be a full-time Mom, at least for a time, to beautiful little 
Eleanor.  John has felt called to a new opportunity as Assistant Rector at a parish in Richmond and the new 
avenues for growth and possibilities for his family that this move will bring.   

 

While I am happy for them both and understand their sense of call completely, I am still saddened by their  

departures. They both are my friends and colleagues, and they have both made lasting contributions to  

Immanuel.  We will work diligently to give them both proper Immanuel send-offs, and you will hear more 
about those details soon.   

 

Healthy parish churches expect transition, roll with it, and God willing, can even thrive during it.  In some 
ways I believe Immanuel does transitions very well, located as it is in an area that is somewhat transitory by 
nature.   

 

What does this mean for us at Immanuel?  I will be calling together a small advisory search committee to work 
with me in calling a new Assistant Rector who will also have lead responsibility for our important Children, 
Youth, and Family ministries. Once found, I will work with another small advisory committee to define a  

part-time, lay position that may assist with children, youth, and family programs, and/or senior programming, 
possibly pastoral care or assistance in other pastoral duties. This part-time position will depend on the mix of 
skills we find in the Assistant Rector whom we call to serve, so I want to leave it open a bit until I have more 
information. Some duties may be shared between these two positions, depending upon the skills and  

experiences of those inhabiting these roles. I don’t yet have a firm timetable for these searches, although we 
will begin soon. I am much more interested in finding the right people than I am in rushing to complete the 
process. You will hear more about these searches as we move forward. 

 

We will be looking for faithful, believing folks who sense a call to serve with us.  In both positions I am  

chiefly interested in finding good colleagues who will take their places in ministry with us, and who will serve 
from a heart of love for God and God’s people.  We will also hope and pray to call people who represent some 
of the diversity of God’s people present at Immanuel.   

 

Will you join me in prayer for these searches?  I don’t ask that lightly, but intentionally, and with the belief 
that God hears and answers our prayers—sometimes in ways we would never have expected. In the meantime, 
may you have times of re-connection, reflection, restoration, and delighting in God’s creation this Summer. 

 

God bless you all, 
 

 

The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr. 
Rector 
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The Rev. Patricia Alexander called to be 

Rector in Bethesda 

 
The Rev. Patricia Phaneuf Alexander, Priest Associate at Immanuel, has been 
called to serve as Rector of St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church in Bethesda,  
beginning September 1st.  Patty has served for the past eight years as Head 
Chaplain at St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in Potomac, and has worshipped 
with us on many Sundays.  Immanuel will be  sending Patty off with our  
prayers and with our gratitude for her many gifts she has shared so freely with 
this parish.  Although she will be taking up a new position, Patty looks  
forward to remaining very much a part of the Immanuel community, both as 
the Rector’s wife and as a friend and colleague of many Immanuelites. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Canon Rosemari Sullivan called as Interim Rector in 

Burke 

The Rev. Canon Rosemari Sullivan, Priest Associate at Immanuel, has been 
called as Interim Rector at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Burke.  She will be 
serving and leading that parish as they begin and conduct the search for their 
next Rector.  She hastens to add that she will be returning to Immanuel after this 
process is completed!  All best wishes and prayers go with Rosemari as she helps 
St. Andrew’s in this important time.   
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The Rev. Peter Gachira 
Cultural Intelligence: Improving Your CQ to Engage Our Multicultural World  
by David A. Livermore 
 

The Richest Man in Babylon  by George S. Clason  
 

The Spirit of Leadership: Cultivating the Attributes That Influence Human Action 
by Dr. Myles Monroe 

 
The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander 
The Longing for Home: Recollections and Reflections, by Frederick Buechner 
I return to this favorite author frequently.  In this beautifully written book Buechner meditates on the deep  
longing for home that most of us feel from time to time, as he remembers various homes he has inhabited, and 
then urges the reader to consider our ultimate and lasting home, which is in God.   
 

Liturgy on the Edge: Pastoral and Attractional Worship, by Samuel Wells.   
The Rev Samuel Wells is Vicar of St. Martin-in-the-Fields in London, a member of the Liturgical Commission of 
the Church of England, and a well-known author and teacher.  I was recently given this book by a mentor, and I 
look forward to reading it this summer.  I am drawn particularly by a description on the back cover: “This book 
is rooted in the understanding that every local church exists to celebrate, enjoy, and embody God being with 
us—the heart of all life and faith, but also to stay on the edge, close to the community it serves, and to become 
known for practicing compassion, understanding, and love.”  Sounds in many ways like Immanuel!   

 
The Rev. Patricia Phaneuf Alexander 
Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the Wrong People by Nadia Bolz-Weber 
Nadia Bolz-Weber, founding pastor of House for All Sinners and Saints in Denver, Colorado, is one of my latest 
spiritual heroes. Brutally honest and unflinchingly real, Bolz-Weber lives and preaches a passionate love for 
and deep belief in Jesus that I find difficult to resist. Do not let her tattooed appearance or occasionally colorful  
language deceive you: Nadia Bolz-Weber is well-worth getting to know. I also recommend her earlier book, 
Pastrix, which I devoured at Shrine Mont this year! 

Suggested Summer Reading  
 
The second and final installment of our Clergy-Recommended Summer Reading List was provided by the  
Immanuelite Clergy listed below.   
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Highlights on the Construction of our New 
Church Building and Affordable Residential 

Housing Units for Alexandrians 
 

by The Rev. Jo Belser, Rector 
 
If you have driven by the corner of Fillmore Ave and North 
Beauregard Street recently and seen the fencing around our 
property and the construction trailer there, you may have 
wondered, “When is the new Church of the Resurrection 
going up, and what will it look like?” While Resurrection 
and its architects are still working on some remaining design 
details, here is a description of the new church building:    
 
 The church will be 5,002 square feet and is designed for 
flexible use. If you have ever been to Shrine Mont, that is 
approximately the size of the third-floor ballroom in the  
hotel there. 
 
 The narthex will have glass doors on both sides so the 
nave and parish hall can be used separately or opened into a 
single room. 
 
 The nave and parish hall will use moveable, stackable 
chairs to allow for flexible space configurations.  
 
 The highest point of the nave will be approximately 43 
feet to accommodate our large Resurrection cross. 
 
 Off the nave we’ll have offices for our Rector and Parish 
Administrator, and our sacristy and choir rooms. Off the  
parish hall will be a multipurpose classroom, and a  
kitchen, which is designed to also serve as the storage for a 
food pantry. 
 
 

 A new audio-visual system will provide maximum sight and sound among the spaces. 
 
 The building is designed to achieve the regional green building program, Earth Craft Light     

Commercial Certification. 
 
 We’ll have 28 parking spaces with additional parking potentially available on the street and by  

arrangement at St. James United Methodist Church, Northern Virginia Community College, and 
Southern Towers. 

 
The existing church building will come down by mid-July. We have already begun site preparation 
work for both the affordable housing unit and our new church. The housing building—called The Spire—must 
be completed by April 2021 or the low-income housing tax credits must be returned, so this work will move 
along quickly and will not “slip” at the end. The Spire will include a mix of 113 affordable housing units for 
working families and will have its own underground parking. Rents will be affordable for those with incomes 
in the range of 40% to 60% of the Area Median Income. 

Pictured from left to right :W. Robert Reeves*; Councilwoman 
R. Del Pepper, City of Alexandria; Vice Mayor Elizabeth  
Bennett Parker; Councilman Mo Seifeldein; the Rev. Jo 
Belser, Rector, Church of the Resurrection; Bishop David 
Colin Jones; the Honorable Justin M.Wilson, Mayor, City of 
Alexandria; Al Tiedemann*, Senior Warden, Church of the 
Resurrection; the Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr., Rector, 
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill; Kat Turner*,  
Councilwoman Amy B. Jackson; and Betsy Faga* 
 
* Leaders of the Redevelopment Team 
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So, when, you ask, will our new church be completed? 
That decision is still being considered by our Vestry. Church 
construction will take only 9-12 months, but our site will serve 
initially as the staging area for construction of the housing. So, 
there is a bit of leeway on when to start church construction. 
Whenever we build the church, though, we expect occupancy 
of both the housing and church will occur together, at Easter of 
2021.  
 
We couldn’t do it without you! In the meantime,  
Resurrection is sharing space with Virginia Theological  
Seminary, which is providing office space at 3530 Aspinwall 
Lane and the Gibbs Room of Meade Hall for our Forums; and 
with Immanuel Church-on-the Hill, sharing use of Immanuel 
Chapel (located on the grounds of VTS at 3737 Seminary 
Road), and Zabriskie Chapel, located one block south at 3606 
Seminary Road. The Church of St. Clement has also allowed 
us to use its Marshall-Rutter Hall for some fellowship events. 
We are very appreciative for this generous willingness to 

provide these precious resources. We are working hard at staying together while away from “home” 
but also being a collaborative partner in ministry.  
 

“The Spire will include a 

mix of 113 affordable 

housing units for working 

families and will have its 

own underground parking. 

Rents will be affordable for 

those with incomes in the 

range of 40% to 60% of the 

Area Median Income”. 

          A Change of Venue for 2nd Sunday Potluck Fellowship  
 
Beginning Sunday August 11th, the Second Sunday Potluck Fellowship  
Forum, hosted by Church of the Resurrection, will be held at 6p.m. in the 
Gibbs Room on the grounds of the Virginia Theological Seminary. 
 
Forgiveness is the topic of our August evening forum, using clips from the 
2017 movie The Shack, described by IMDB as “A grieving man receives a 
mysterious, personal invitation to meet with God at a place called “the 

shack”.  Potluck  meal starts at 6p.m., followed by the program and discussion.  Cleanup will begin at 8p.m.  
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HILL HAPPENINGS 
The Special Event Calendar of Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 

BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY This Saturday:   
 
Join us for Immanuel’s monthly Saturday  
morning Breakfast Bible Study tomorrow 
Saturday, July 20th, the third Saturday.   
 
We gather in the Fairchild Room at 7:30 a.m. 
for breakfast, with Bible study beginning at 8 a.m. 
Our theme this year is Discernment of Spirits; we 
will read Matthew 13:10-17, using the African 
Model of Reflection.  For more information, 
please contact Chrissie Crosby via email:  
cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com. 
 
Newcomers and first-timers are welcome ! 

Join Our Summer Book Club: The Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life   
led by the Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker on Wednesdays at 10:30a.m., The Fairchild Room 

 
 
Liturgy is one of the things that people mention most frequently 
when they talk about loving the Episcopal Church. They say the 
liturgy is beautiful or that they appreciate the structure to the 
service. On the other hand, sometimes people feel the liturgy is 
difficult to understand or monotonous at times. So, why is our 
liturgy important? How does the Confession or the Passing the 
Peace relate to my life as I leave the doors on Sunday morning?  
 
In her book, The Liturgy of the Ordinary, the Rev. Tish Harrison 
Warren delves into how our liturgy plays a big role in our  
everyday lives.  
 
If you are interested in learning more and studying this easy, but 
thoughtful read this summer, please email Mother Rachel to let 
her know that you’ll be participating.   
 
We have four more weeks of this 5-week study, where we meet 
on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 a.m. in the Fairchild Room of 
Zabriskie Chapel.   
 
We still have room for a few more, so please join us for a great 
summer read!   

mailto:cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20in%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
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Senior Adult Ministry:  60+ and 260 strong 
 

Special Guest at Senior Ministry Brown Bag on July 31
st

: 
Alexandria Public Library eBook Collection 

Learn How to Access it From Your Electronic Device 
 
Have you ever been shut-in at home because you were ill, and wished you had a good book to read?  Stuck in 
the house during a snowstorm and wanted to reread an old favorite? Delayed at the airport for hours with  
nothing to read?  You’ll be happy to know that the Alexandria Public Library has LOADS of eBooks just  
waiting for you!  Join us at 12 noon on Wednesday, July 31st to learn how to borrow books from the library  
instantly on your Kindle (or other electronic reader), iPad, and electronic notebook or favorite tablet.  If you’ve 
ever tried to figure it out on your own, but found it’s just too tricky; then this presentation is for you. 
 
Our guest speaker, Cara Cooke Sonnier, Digital Services Librarian of the Alexandria Public Library system, 
will guide us through the search and checkout process.  BRING YOUR KINDLE, iPAD or other TABLET to 
this luncheon and Ms Sonnier promises that you will know how to navigate the system when you leave. 
 
In addition to your electronic, bring your bag lunch to the Zabriskie Parish Hall; we’ll provide dessert and cold 
beverages for a hot day.  To register, call (703) 370-6555 and press option #9 from the voicemail menu, or con-
tact Karen Besser directly at (703-981-1237) or email to karen.besser@gmail.com).  For folks coming from 
Goodwin House – Alexandria, a van will be requested to bring you to lunch and pick you up. 
 
Finally, if you are planning to attend an event that needs reservations, I will be happy to make them for you.  If 
you drive, please let me know if you can take a rider (or two) to one of our excursions.  If you need a ride, 
please let me know, and I will try and match you up. 

mailto:karen.besser@gmail.com
mailto:karen.besser@gmail.com?subject=Someone%20clicked%20BrownBagGraffic%20in%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
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Saturday, August 17th, 11:00 a.m.,  
Funeral Eucharist in Zabriskie Chapel 

 
Immediately followed by 

 

12:15 p.m.  Reception, Zabriskie Parish Hall 
1:30 p.m. Committal Service, Zabriskie Memorial Garden 

Christmas Families in August 2019: School Supplies 
 
School Supplies: We have 59 children refer red by the Depar tment 
of  Human Services (many of them foster children) who need school 
supplies - the tools for learning - for a good start in the new school 
year. Forty-five children have signed sponsors, so we only need 14 
more. You can sign up for a family after any service or in front of the 
church office during the week. All of the information you’ll need is 
provided.   

 
Questions?  Contact:   Lissa Soergel (703-823-2840, 703-869-9848, <lissa@whollygenes.com>) 

Dagobert Soergel (703-823-2840, 703-585-2840, dsoergel@umd.edu) 
Linda Serabian (703-836-4670, <serabian@somaarchitects.com>) 
Julie Bruns (703-534-7913, <drbruns@bellatlantic.net>) 

 
Let us give all children a good start in the new school year!  Thank you.  

Bill Frye Bicycle Ministry Needs Good Used Bikes and HELPERS to Fix Them  

For three decades the bicycle ministry for Christmas Families under the leadership of Bill Frye has brought a 
sense of freedom, self-confidence, and healthy exercise to more than 1,000 children. We need help continuing 
this vital ministry. 

Good used bikes  We especially need bikes sized for children and youth aged 5–15yrs. — preferably in 
rideable condition after cleanup and new tires, if needed. Bring to church on a  
Sunday, or contact Tom Cuddy directly, 

Helpers to fix the bikes  We urgently need helpers to fix up the bikes, any skill level. Can be done any time 
by arrangement, including evening and weekends. If you  can participate in one or 
more bicycle repair sessions in the fall, let Tom know. If you are new  to repairing 
bicycles, someone will show you how. 

Tom Cuddy <twcuddy@hotmail.com>   
Dagobert Soergel ds@dsoergel.com   home 703-823-2840,   cell 703-585-2840 

mailto:lissa@shollygenes.com?subject=Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:dsoergel@umd.edu?subject=Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:serabian@somaarchitects.com?subject=Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
mailto:drbruns@bellatlantic.net?subject=Ad%20from%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almnd%20Tree
mailto:twcuddy@hotmail.com
mailto:ds@dsoergel.com
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Join concert violinist, soprano, and director of Aida Strings, Tona 
Brown, and a string ensemble composed of her fellow artists for a  
benefit concert of chamber music and song on Saturday, August 24th   
at 2p.m. in Zabriskie Chapel.   
 
Enjoy a varied program of selections from several eras by the  
aforementioned composers, along with works by Handel, Mozart,  
Haydn, Puccini, and Chopin -- plus operatic and art song solos.  
Following the performance, meet the artists during the post-concert  
reception in the Zabriskie Parish Hall.  RSVP via email at  
AidaStringsVA@gmail.com. Donations will be accepted at the door  
and online: look for details and webpage link in our August issue.   
 
Proceeds will benefit Tona’s youth music program, and a local choir. 

Are you looking for a life in balance? Are you seeking to study with other Christians who are striving to study 
and share in a small group setting? If you are curious about Immanuel’s Benedictine Community — a small 
study group that began to study the scripture based Rule of St Benedict in 2010 — then consider dropping by 
the group’s Welcome Back Social on Tuesday, September 10th in the Fairchild Room.  
 
Beginning on September 17th , the Benedictine Study Group resumes meeting on the first and third Tuesdays 
of each month, from 7-8 p.m. in the Fairchild Room at the Zabr iskie Chapel. We study a por tion of the 
rule and offer reflections around the room. We close our group with Compline/Evening prayer.  If interested, 
simply arrive or contact Barbara Fornoff at cr8vweaver@gmail.com.   

mailto:AidaStringsVA@gmail.com?subject=RSVP%20for%20August%2024%20Concert
mailto:cr8vweaver@gmail.com?subject=Ad%20from%20The%20Almond%20Tree,%20April%202019%20Issue
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Traveling this summer?  Help the office staff fulfill a promise by slipping one of 
the most important items into your carryon — the Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill  
magnet seal!  The seals in the parish office have gotten tired collecting dust on the 
bottom shelf and want to see the world.  Why not show everyone you meet that 
you’re a proud Immanuelite by showing off your seal?!   
 
We’re looking for creative photos of Immanuel’s Traveling Seal this summer.  Send 
your snapshot, along with: (a) the location, (b) date of the photo, and (c) name of the 
photographer; then  look for your submission — and our Traveling Seal’s travel  
diary — online and in our October issue of THE ALMOND TREE.  All entries must 
be received by Tuesday, September 24, 2019.  
 
Where will you take our Traveling Seal this summer? 

Our seal “holds up” the Leaning Tower of Pisa 

mailto:apowell@icoh.net?subject=I'll%20Help%20our%20Traveling%20Seal...or%20I%20just%20Need%20One%20June%20issue%20of%20The%20Almond%20Tree
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Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
3606 Seminary Road 
Alexandria, VA 22304-5200 

www.icoh.net 

In Our August Issue: 
 Farewell to the Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker 

July 24 

Summer Book Group: The Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred 
Practices in Everyday Life  led by the Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker  

10:30 a.m. The Fairchild Room 
(Zabriskie Chapel) 

July 31 

Alexandria Public Library eBook Collection: Learn How to 
Access it From Your Electronic Device led by special guest  
Cara Cooke Sonnier, Digital Services Librar ian  

9:15 a.m.  Zabriskie Parish Hall  

August 11 

Christmas Families in August Ingathering 

10:30 a.m.  Immanuel Chapel  

August 17 
 Breakfast Bible Study led by Chrissie Crosby 
 Tona Brown and Friends in Concert: An Afternoon of Schumann, 
             Schubert, and Song 

 
7:30 a.m.  
2:30 p.m. 

 
The Fairchild Room  
Zabriskie Chapel and 
Parish Hall 

September 15: Fall Schedule of Eucharists Begins 
Holy Eucharist Rite 1 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 
International Anglican Congregation, Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

 
8:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
11:15 a.m. 

 
Zabriskie Chapel 
Zabriskie Chapel 
Zabriskie Chapel 
Immanuel Chapel 


