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Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
Episcopal/Anglican 

Alexandria, Virginia 

 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent  

 
December 20, 2020 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, 10:30 a.m. 
  

                       Opening Acclamation    p. 355 

  Celebrant:  
People: 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.     

 

The Collect for Purity   

 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen  

p. 357 

 Lord, have mercy, 
Christ, have mercy.   or 
Lord, have mercy. 

Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison. 
Kyrie eleison. 

 

Prelude: Ave Maris Stella   Jean Titelouze  

Opening Hymn 497 “How bright appears the Morning Star ”   verses 1 and 3 Wie schoen leuchtet  

  1 How bright appears the Morning Star, 
 with mercy beaming from afar; 
 the host of heaven rejoices; 
 O righteous Branch, O Jesse's Rod! 
 Thou Son of Man and Son of God! 
 We, too, will lift our voices: 
 Jesus, Jesus! 
 Holy, holy, yet most lowly,  
 draw thou near us; 
 great Emmanuel, come and hear us.  

3 Rejoice, ye heavens; thou earth, reply; 
 with praise, ye sinners, fill the sky, 
 for this his Incarnation. 
 Incarnate God, put forth thy power, 
 ride on, ride on, great Conqueror, 
 till all know thy salvation. 
 Amen, amen! 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise be given 
 evermore, by earth and heaven.  

 

The Collect of the Day   

The Celebrant says to the people   

  
People: 
Celebrant:  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.    

  

  Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus 
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
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 The First Lesson: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

 When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord 
is with you." 
 
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus 
says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the 
day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 
tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever 
speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to 
my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 
sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have 
cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of 
the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them 
no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a 
house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be 
established forever. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

 

Canticle 15  The Song of Mary Magnificat     Luke 1:46-55 

 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
 the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
 in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
 and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
 to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38  

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said 
to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For 
nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ  

 

The Sermon:  The Rev. Susan D. Parsons  

The Nicene Creed     

 We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
      he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
    and was made man. 
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
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Blessing of the Offering  

The Peace   

 Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you.  

 

Welcome from the Rector   

The Holy Communion 

Offertory Solo Hymn: “Et exultavit, from Magnificat”     
      Emily Riley, soprano 
   
    Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo 
 
    [English translation: “And my spirit has exalted in God my Savior”] 

Johan Sebastian Bach  

Confession of Sin and Absolution   

  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

   Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come.  
 Amen.  

 
 
  

Clergy:                  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen.  

 

The Prayers of the People  

  After the words “The Almighty has done great things for us,”  
the congregation responds with “and holy is God’s name.”  
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The Celebrant proceeds  

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

 

  Sanctus  From A Mass for Immanuel  
        Emily Riley, soprano 
      

Jane Tavernier 

The Great Thanksgiving: Euchar istic Prayer  A  

 Celebrant: 
People:  
Celebrant:  
People:  
Celebrant:  
People:  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
 
 
 

The Celebrant continues:  

 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

 



 6 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia. 

 

Agnus Dei  S‐164  (from A Mass for Immanuel)  

        Emily Riley, soprano     

Jane Tavernier 

 The Celebrant continues 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
AMEN.  

 

People and Celebrant:  

 Our Father,  who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Given us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 
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  1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
"All hail," said he, "thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favored lady," Gloria!  

2 "For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honor thee, 
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
most highly favored lady," Gloria!  

 

   4  Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
 in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
 and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say-- 
 "Most highly favored lady," Gloria!   

 

 People:   Faithful God,  
in the wonder of your wisdom and love,  
you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels  
and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life.  
Though we cannot now consume  
these gifts of bread and wine together, 
we thank you that we have received Christ’s presence,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
and all other benefits of Christ’s passion and resurrection.  
By the power of the Holy Spirit,  
may we embody your love,  
be renewed for your service,  
and be reflections of the awakened and risen Lord.  
Amen. 

 

 The Gifts of God, for the People of God. 
 

 Celebrant: 

Music during Communion     

 Hymn 265 “The angel Gabriel from heaven came ”   verses 1, 2, and 4 Gabriel’s message  

 Hymn 324 “Let all mortal flesh keep silence ”   verses 1, 2, and 4 Picard  

  1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence,  
and with fear and trembling stand;  
ponder nothing earthly minded,  
for with blessing in his hand  
Christ our God to earth descendeth,  
our full homage to demand.  

2 King of kings, yet born of Mary,  
as of old on earth he stood,  
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
in the Body and the Blood 
he will give to all the faithful  
his own self for heavenly food.  

 

   4  At his feet the six-winged seraph; 
 cherubim, with sleepless eye  
 veil their faces to the Presence,  
 as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
 "Alleluia, alleluia!  
 Alleluia, Lord Most High!"  
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The Blessing  

Closing Anthem Hymn 59:  “Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding ”   Merton 

Post Communion Prayer 

 Let us pray.   

Celebrant and People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us  
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Serving at this Eucharist:   Reader: Harrison Clark; Intercessors: Katherine Smith, Isabelle Young-Smith; 
Musicians: Emily Riley, Dr. Jane Tavernier;  Audio-Visual: John Bednar;  
Celebrant: The Rev. Sam Sheridan 

The Dismissal 

 Deacon:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:  Thanks be to God.   

 

Postlude: Toccata Domenico Zipoli  

 1 So when next he comes with glory, 
and the world is wrapped in fear, 
may he with his mercy shield us, 
and with words of love draw near.  

 Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding. 
"Christ is nigh," it seems to say; 
"Cast away the works of darkness, 
O ye children of the day."  

4 

 2 Wakened by the solemn warning, 
from earth's bondage let us rise; 
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, 
shines upon the morning skies.  

5 Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
to the Father and the Son, 
with the everlasting Spirit, 
while unending ages run.  

 

 3 Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, 
comes with pardon down from heaven; 
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
one and all to be forgiven;  

   

Join us for a Virtual Sunday Coffee Hour immediately after today’s online 
service via Zoom, from 11:30 a.m. to 12 Noon. 

To log-in on your computer: Visit our website www.icoh.net, at the top menu 
select “Worship”, then “Worship Service Bulletin” from the pull-down menu. 
Click on this bulletin, then: 

click the blue text: Join Zoom Coffee Hour NOW,  

enter Meeting ID:  853 9092 9796, followed by the Password: 352917.   

 

To join by telephone, dial:  1 (301) 715-8592, then enter the meeting ID and password above using your phone’s 
keypad. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85390929796?pwd=Z1lOY1FmUU5nNklpQXhQMzZFVlJEQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85390929796?pwd=Z1lOY1FmUU5nNklpQXhQMzZFVlJEQT09

