Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill
Episcopal/Anglican
Alexandria, Virginia

The Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost

November 8, 2020

Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 10:30 a.m.
In order to adhere to public health guidelines, we ask all on-site parishioners to refrain from singing during
this service. In addition, we ask that all over the age of two wear a nose/mouth face covering at all times
except during Communion. Finally, we ask that all maintain a 6-foot social distancing minimum. Thank you
for adhering to our safety guidelines, and enabling Immanuel to provide a safe environment for worship.
Prelude: Toccata in C

Johann Pachelbel

Solo Hymn 436 “Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates” verses 1,3, and 5
1.

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;
behold, the King of glory waits!
The King of kings is drawing near;
the Savior of the world is here.
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Truro

Fling wide the portals of your heart;
make it a temple, set apart
from earthly use for heaven's employ,
adorned with prayer and love and joy.

So come, my Sovereign; enter in!
Let new and nobler life begin;
thy Holy Spirit guide us on,
until the glorious crown be won.
Opening Acclamation

p. 355

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen
Lord, have mercy,
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

or

p. 357

Kyrie eleison.
Christe eleison.
Kyrie eleison.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of
the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having
this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with
power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious
kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.
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The First Lesson: Wisdom 6:12–16
Wisdom is radiant and unfading,
and she is easily discerned by those who love her,
and is found by those who seek her.
She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her.
One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty,
for she will be found sitting at the gate.
To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding,
and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care,
because she goes about seeking those worthy of her,
and she graciously appears to them in their paths,
and meets them in every thought.
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God.
Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20
The beginning of wisdom is the most sincere desire for instruction*
and concern for instruction is love of her,
and love of her is the keeping of her laws*
and giving heed to her laws is assurance of immortality,

and immortality brings one near to God*
so the desire for wisdom leads to a kingdom.

The Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare
to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord,
will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command,
with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds
together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore
encourage one another with these words.
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
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some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with
him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also,
saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ

The Sermon: The Rev. Sam Sheridan
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
After the words “Lord, in your mercy,”
the congregation responds with “Hear our prayer.”
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Confession of Sin and Absolution
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.
Welcome from the Rector

The Holy Communion
Offertory Solo Hymn 676: “There is a balm in Gilead”
Vasili Varfis, baritone
Refrain:

1

There is a balm in Gilead,
to make the wounded whole,
there is a balm in Gilead
to heal the sin-sick soul.

Balm in Gilead
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If you cannot preach like Peter,
if you cannot pray like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus
and say, "He died for all." (Refrain)

Sometimes I feel discouraged.
and think my work's in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit
revives my soul again. (Refrain)

Blessing of the Offering

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus S‐130 (found at the beginning of The Hymnal 1982)
Vasili Varfis, baritone

Schubert

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The Celebrant continues:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with [
and] all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
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The Celebrant continues
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant:
Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Given us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power
and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us
People:
Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia.

Agnus Dei S‐164 (found at the beginning of The Hymnal 1982)
Vasili Varfis, baritone

Schubert

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us,
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us,
Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the world: give us your peace; give us your peace.
Celebrant:

The Gifts of God, for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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For those joining us from home:

People:

Faithful God, in the wonder of your wisdom and love,
you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels
and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life.
Though we cannot now consume
these gifts of bread and wine together,
we thank you that we have received Christ’s presence,
the forgiveness of sins, and all other benefits of Christ’s passion and resurrection.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, may we embody your love,
be renewed for your service, and be reflections of the awakened and risen Lord.
Amen.

Music during Communion
Hymn 324 “Let all mortal flesh keep silence” verses. 1,3, and 4
Hymn 711 “Seek ye first, the kingdom of God”

Picardy
Seek Ye First

Hymn 404 “We will extol you, ever blessed Lord” verses 1 and 3

Old 124th

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People: Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Blessing

Closing Anthem Hymn 469: “There’s a wideness in God’s mercy”
1

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy
like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice,
which is more than liberty.
There is welcome for the sinner,
and more graces for the good;
there is mercy with the Savior;
there is healing in His blood.
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2

St. Helena

There is no place where earth's sorrows
are more felt than up in heaven;
there is no place where earth's failings
have such kindly judgment given.
There is plentiful redemption
in the blood that has been shed;
there is joy for all the members
in the sorrows of the Head.

For the love of God is broader
than the measure of the mind;
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more faithful,
we should take him at his word;
and our life would be thanksgiving
for the goodness of the Lord.
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The Dismissal
Deacon:
People:

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Voluntary in A

Serving at this Eucharist:

William Boyce

Readers: Sophia Johnson, Ted Sullivan; Intercessor: Katherine Maas;
Musicians: Vasili Varfis, Dr. Jane Tavernier; Audio-Visual: John Bednar;
Celebrant: The Rev. Susan D. Parsons

Join our special guest Jim Knotts, President of Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial Fund, for a special Forum
Hour today at 11:45a.m. online via Zoom. Mr. Knotts will share his in-depth knowledge discussing the Wall,
the Vietnam War, and Vietnam Veterans.
To log-in on your computer, simply click on the link sent in your weekly eBlast, or do this: visit our website
www.icoh.net, at the top menu select “Worship”, then “Worship Service Bulletin” from the pull-down menu.
Click on this bulletin, then:
· click the blue text: Forum Hour for Veteran’s Day with Jim Knotts NOW,
· enter Meeting ID: 860 8509 6724, followed by the Password: 086687.
To join by phone, dial: 1 (301) 715-8592, then enter the meeting ID and password above using the keypad of
your telephone.
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