Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill
Episcopal/Anglican
Alexandria, Virginia

The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

July 26, 2020

Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 10:30 a.m.
Page references are for The Book of Common Prayer. In respect for those wishing to pray before the service
begins, the congregation is asked to remain as quiet as possible.

Prelude: Toccata.

Girolamo Frescobaldi

Opening Hymn 401 “The God of Abraham praise”
1

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days, and God of love;
the Lord, the great I AM, by earth and heaven confessed:
we bow and bless the sacred Name for ever blest.

2

He by himself hath sworn: we on his oath depend,
we shall, on eagles' wings upborne, to heaven ascend:
we shall behold his face, we shall his power adore,
and sing the wonders of his grace for evermore.

5

The whole triumphant host give thanks to God on high;
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost” they ever cry;
hail, Abraham’s Lord divine! With heaven our songs we raise;
all might and majesty are thine, and endless praise.

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant:
People:

Leoni

p. 355
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect of Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Collect of the Day
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so
pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The First Lesson: 1 Kings 3:5-12

read by Jeannie Cummins Eisenhour

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I
should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and
in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love,
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not
know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good
and evil; for who can govern this your great people?”
It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have asked
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your
word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and
no one like you shall arise after you.”
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b Confitemini Domino
1
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; *
make known his deeds among the peoples.
2

Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
and speak of all his marvelous works.

3

Glory in his holy Name; *
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

4

Search for the Lord and his strength; *
continually seek his face.

5

Remember the marvels he has done, *
his wonders and the judgments of his mouth,

6

O offspring of Abraham his servant, *
O children of Jacob his chosen.

7

He is the Lord our God; *
his judgments prevail in all the world.

8

He has always been mindful of his covenant, *
the promise he made for a thousand generations:

9

The covenant he made with Abraham, *
the oath that he swore to Isaac,

10

Which he established as a statute for Jacob, *
an everlasting covenant for Israel,

11

Saying, "To you will I give the land of Canaan *
to be your allotted inheritance."

45b Hallelujah!
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The Epistle: Romans 8:26-39

read by Keith June

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will
of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those
whom he justified he also glorified. What then are we to say about these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us,
will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when
it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come
and make nests in its branches.”
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and
mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he
went and sold all that he had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets
but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ
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Children’s Homily: The Rev. Deacon Sam Sheridan
The Sermon: The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, J r.

The Nicene Creed (Read by all, in unison)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
After the words “Lord in your mercy”,
the congregation responds with “Hear our Prayer.”
The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:
And also with you.

Welcome from The Rector
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The Holy Communion
Virtual Solo Anthem: "Ye People, Rend Your Hearts" from Mendelssohn's " Elijah ”
Allan Gervacio, tenor
Ye people rend your hearts, rend your hearts
and not your garments.
For your transgressions the prophet Elijah
has sealed the heavens,
Through the word of God. I therefore say to
ye, forsake your idols;
Return to God, for He is slow to anger and
merciful and kind and gracious,
and repenteth Him of the evil.
If with all your heart ye truly seek Me,
Ye shall ever surely find Me,
Thus saith our God.
If with all your heart ye truly seek Me,
Ye shall ever surely find Me,

Mendelssohn

Thus saith our God. Thus saith our God.
Oh, that I knew where I might find Him,
That I might even come before His
presence.
Oh, that I knew where I might find Him,
That I might even come before His
presence, come before His presence.
Oh, that I knew where I might find Him.
If with all your heart ye truly seek Me,
Ye shall ever surely find Me,
Thus saith our God.
Ye shall ever surely find Me,
Thus saith our God.

The Doxology: Text from Hymn 380, verse 1

Spoken in unison

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
5

The Celebrant continues:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into
life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with [__________and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Given us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen
6

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us
People:
Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia.
Agnus Dei
O Lamb of God,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God,
that takest away the sins of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God,
that takest away the sins of the world,
grant us thy peace.
Celebrant:

The Gifts of God, for the People of God.

My Jesus,
I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.
I love you above all things,
and long for you in my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
As though you have already come,
I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you;
never permit me to be separated from you.
Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
People:

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People:

Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for our desire to eat and drink
the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
for uniting us with him;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory,
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn 691 “My faith looks up to thee” — See page 8

Olivet
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Closing Hymn 691 “My faith looks up to thee”
1

My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!
Now hear me while I pray,
take all my guilt away;
O let me from this day
be wholly thine.

2

May thy rich grace impart
strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire;
as thou hast died for me,
O may my love to thee
pure, warm and changeless be,
a living fire.

3

While life's dark maze I tread,
and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;
bid darkness turn to day;
wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray
from thee aside.

Olivet

The Dismissal
Deacon:
People:

Postlude: Fugue

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau

Serving at this Eucharist: Readers: J eannie Cummins Eisenhour; Keith J une ; Musicians: Allan
Gervacio, tenor, and Dr. Jane Tavernier, organist; Audio-Visual: J ohn Bednar;
Celebrant: The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander.
8

Faithfully Sharing God’s Gifts
As you are able at this time to share some of God’s gifts with your church, we would be very
thankful.
We appreciate everything you are able to share and your willingness to remember Immanuel
through your financial gifts and your continued pledge payments. Like you, Immanuel wants to do
all it can during these difficult days.

You can use the donation screen on our website to make your pledge payment or set up automated
giving, a feature which is most helpful to us. You can also mail your pledge payment or additional
gifts to Immanuel’s church office at 3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA, 22304.
Your faithful generosity is a blessing.
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