
   

 

International Anglican Congregation 

Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill   
Episcopal/Anglican 

Alexandria, Virginia 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent December 23, 2018 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 11:00 a.m. 
Page references are for The Book of Common Prayer. 

Large Print Prayer Books are available; please request one from an usher. 
In respect for those wishing to pray before the service begins, the congregation is asked  

to remain as quiet as possible. 

Opening Acclamation   p. 323 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Response: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.  

The Collect for Purity  p. 323 

Kyrie Eleison     p. 324 

The Collect of the Day   

 Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at 
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

The First Lesson: Micah 5:2-5a  

  You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient 
days.  Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought 
forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  And he shall stand and 
feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be 
the one of peace.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

 Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Reader:   Today we light the fourth candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. This candle is 
LOVE.   The candle is lit.  

Reader:   “From John 13:34 – Jesus said to them, I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just  as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

Prayer:  Together let us pray: Loving God, your mercy and compassion endure forever. Open our hearts, that 
we may receive your love; and following the example of your Son, spread that love to a love-starved 
world. Through Jesus Christ, who loved us to the end. Amen.” 
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Canticle 15 Page 91, BCP The Song of Mary Magnificat        Luke 1:46-55  

 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Epistle:  Hebrews 10:5-10  

 When Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and offerings you have not 
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
you have taken no pleasure.  Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O 
God' (in the scroll of the book it is written of me)."  When he said above, "You 
have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offer-
ings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law), then he added, 
"See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the 
second. And it is by God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
  

The Word of the Lord 

Response: Thanks be to God. 

  

  

 Silence 

 

Welcome and Announcements  

The Offertory Hymn 56“O come, O come, Emmanuel” (see page 3) Veni, veni Emmanuel 

Praise and Worship  

The Holy Gospel:  Luke 1:39-55  

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke 

Response:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth 
heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the moth-
er of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord." 



 3 



 4 

   
And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my  
Savior,for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now 
on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for 
me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. 
 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 
lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He 
has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise 
he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 

Response:  Praise to you, Lord Christ  

 

  
The Sermon: The Rev. Peter  Gachira   

The Nicene Creed  p. 358 

The Prayers of the People  

The Confession of Sin and Absolution  p. 360 

The Peace  

THE HOLY COMMUNION  

Doxology: Hymn 380 (vs. 3)   Old 100th 

The Offertory Hymn:           Father Peter’s selections from pages 5-6 of this bulletin 

The Great Thanksgiving: Euchar istic Prayer  A p. 361 

Sanctus (S128, found in the front of The Hymnal 1982) 
Please stand, kneel, or sit, as you are able. 

William Mathias 

The Lord’s Prayer p. 364 

 Celebrant:  Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 

Response:  Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia.   

Communion Hymns:  Father Peter’s selections from pages 5-6 of this bulletin.  

Post Communion Prayer p. 365 

The Blessing    p. 366 

The Dismissal  
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Joy to the World 
Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains Re-
peat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love 

O Holy Night  
O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining,  
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth.  
Long lay the world in sin and error pining.  
Till He appear’d and the Soul its worth.  
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,  
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.  
Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices!  
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;  
O night, divine! O night, O night divine!  
 
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming,  
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.  
So led by light, of a star sweetly gleaming,  
Here come the wise men from Orient land.  
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger;  
In all our trials born to be our friend.  
He knows our need, our weakness is no stranger, Be-
hold your King! Before him lowly bend! Behold your 
King! Before him lowly bend!  
 
Truly He taught us to love one another,  
His law is love and His gospel is peace.  
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother. 
And in His name, all oppression shall cease.  
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,  
Let all our hearts we praise His holy name.  
Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we, His 
power and glory evermore proclaim! His power and 
glory evermore proclaim 

Silent Night 
Silent night, holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child 

Holy Infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior is born 

Christ, the Savior is born 

 

Silent night, holy night 

Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth " 

 O Come All Ye Faithful 
 
O Come All Ye Faithful Joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.  
Come and behold Him, Born the King of Angels;  
 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
sing all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God, glory in the Highest; 
 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning,  
Jesus, to thee be glory given; Word of the Father,  
now in flesh appearing;  
 
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
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Welcome and Announcements 
1.   Greetings and warm welcome to you all.  We welcome all of our visitors to this church and thank you 

for worshipping with us today.  We appreciate your presence. 

2.   Join us and the greater Immanuel Congregation for our First Sunday of the New Year Potluck Dinner 
Luncheon on January 6, 2019, at 1:00 p.m.  in the Par ish Hall.  Please invite your  fr iends and 
family to all of our celebrations. 

3.   Our Bible study will be held every Sunday at 10am.  Please feel free to join our Bible Chapter a Day 
discussion on WhatsApp.  To join our congregation on WhatsApp, simply email your cell phone num-
ber to Father Peter at the email below. 

4.   Please feel free to email any announcement through PGachira@icoh.net or call Father Peter. 

5.   We would like to thank all of you for making this church your home and for being part of this ministry.  

Please invite your friends next Sunday. 

6.   We’re invited to attend our combined Holy Eucharist-II  this Tuesday, Christmas Morning, December 

25th, at 11a.m. here in the Zabriskie Chapel. 

Please make all checks payable to: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
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International Anglican Congregation 
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 

3606 Seminary Road 
Alexandria, VA  22304 

 

The Rev. Peter Gachira, Vicar 
PGachira@icoh.net 

(571) 431-9191    
Thank you for worshiping with us today! 

 

Schedule for the Remainder of Advent and Christmastide 2018 
 
December 23  Christmas Tea, 12:30p.m., The Fairchild Room 

December 24  Christmas Pageant with Holy Eucharist, Immanuel Chapel -5 p.m. 

   Christmas Eve Choral Prelude with Brass, Timpani and Violin 
    Immanuel Chapel - 10p.m. 
   Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist, Immanuel Chapel - 10:30p.m. 
December 25  Christmas Day Holy Eucharist, Zabriskie Chapel - 11a.m. 
 
December 30  International Anglican Congregation, Holy Eucharist II, Zabriskie Chapel - 11:00a.m. 
January 6, 2019 First Sunday of the New Year Potluck Dinner Luncheon - 1:00 p.m. 
   Feast of the Epiphany, Hosted by the International Anglican Congregation;  
   Immanuel Congregations are invited to attend 
 


