
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
Episcopal/Anglican 
Alexandria, Virginia 

The Word of God 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Opening Acclamation p. 355

Celebrant: 
People: 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect for Purity p. 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Wednesday after the Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost November 8, 2023 

Holy Eucharist Rite II, 6:30 p.m. 

Page references are for The Book of Common Prayer. 

Glory in Excelsis  

Glory to God in the highest, 
     and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
     we worship you, we give you thanks, 
     we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
     have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
     receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 

 you alone are the Most High, 
     Jesus Christ, 

     with the Holy Spirit, 

     in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

https://www.bcponline.org/
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Psalm 43:  Judica me, Deus 

Give judgment for me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly people; * 
 deliver me from the deceitful and the wicked. 

For you are the God of my strength; why have you put me from you? * 
 and why do I go so heavily while the enemy oppresses me? 

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, * 
 and bring me to your holy hill  and to your dwelling; 

That I may go to the altar of God, to the God of my joy and gladness; * 
 and on the harp I will give thanks to you, O God my God. 

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? * 
 and why are you so disquieted within me? 

Put your trust in God; * 
for I will yet give thanks to him, who is the help of my countenance, and my God. 

The First Lesson: Micah 3:5-12 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah. 

Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who lead my people astray, who cry “Peace” when 
they have something to eat, but declare war against those who put nothing into their mouths. 
Therefore it shall be night to you, without vision, and darkness to you, without revelation. The 
sun shall go down upon the prophets, and the day shall be black over them; the seers shall be 
disgraced, and the diviners put to shame; they shall all cover their lips, for there is no answer 
from God.  

But as for me, I am filled with power, with the spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to 
declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin. Hear this, you rulers of the house of Jacob 
and chiefs of the house of Israel, who abhor justice and pervert all equity, who build Zion with 
blood and Jerusalem with wrong! Its rulers give judgment for a bribe, its priests teach for a price, 
its prophets give oracles for money; yet they lean upon the LORD and say, “Surely the LORD is 
with us! No harm shall come upon us.” Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed as a field; 
Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins, and the mountain of the house a wooded height.  

The Word of the Lord  
Response: Thanks be to God. 

The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

People: 
Celebrant: 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.   

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people offer you 
true and laudable service: Grant that we may run without stumbling to obtain your 
heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.   
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The Homily: The Rev. J . Randolph Alexander , J r . 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 
Response: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ 
seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not 
practice what they teach. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders 
of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. They do all their deeds 
to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They love to 
have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be greeted with 
respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi, 
for you have one teacher, and you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you 
have one Father—the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one 
instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.  

The Gospel of the Lord 
Response: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Prayers of the People: Form III 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

The Epistle:  1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 

A Reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians. 

You remember our labor and toil, brothers and sisters; we worked night and day, so that we 
might not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are witnesses, 
and God also, how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was toward you believers. As you 
know, we dealt with each one of you like a father with his children, urging and encouraging you 
and pleading that you lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.  
We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of God that you 
heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God’s word, which is 
also at work in you believers.  

The Word of the Lord  
Response: Thanks be to God. 
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The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

Celebrant: 
People: 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.  

Welcome 

Confession of Sin and Absolution 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear what we ask in the Name of your Son: Accept 
and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor as we deserve in our 
sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Celebrant continues 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
show forth your glory in all the world. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B p. 367

Celebrant: 
People: 
Celebrant: 
People: 
Celebrant: 
People: 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Holy Communion 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offering and come into his courts. (Psalm 96:8) 
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We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Post Communion Prayer 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Dismissal 

Clergy:  Let us bless the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  

Serving at this Eucharist:   Flower Guild: Martha Manson 
Altar Guild and Usher: Aleta Y. Powell 

Celebrant: The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs 

The Blessing 

Same Day, Same Place, NEW TIME 

Immanuel’s Wednesday Evening Holy Eucharist Rite II is moving to a new time 

Beginning Wednesday, December 6th, this service will move to a new time: 

12 noon in Zabr iskie Chapel 

November 15 Holy Eucharist Rite II 6:30 p.m. 

November 22 Thanksgiving Eve Holy Eucharist Rite II with music, followed 
by a Festive Reception in the Parish Hall (hosted by the Senior 
Adult Ministry and Fellowship of Immanuel) 

6:30 p.m. 

November 29 The Feast of Saint Andrew (observed) with Holy Eucharist Rite II:  6:30 p.m. 

December 6 Holy Eucharist Rite II 12 Noon 



Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr. (ralexander@icoh.net)  ............................................................. Rector 
The Rev. Susan D. Parsons (sparsons@icoh.net)  .............................................................. Associate Rector 
The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs (sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net)  .............................................. Assistant Rector 
Reggie Hayes (r.hayes9@me.com)  ..................................................................................... Postulant Intern 
Daisy Colón (dcolon@vts.edu)  .................................................................................................. Seminarian 
Dr. Jane Tavernier (jtavernier@icoh.net)  ......................................................................... Director of Music 
Tom Hewson (thewson@icoh.net)  ................................................................................................ Treasurer 
Sughra Bakhtiari (sbakhtiari@icoh.net)  .................................................................................... Bookkeeper 
Aleta Y. Powell (apowell@icoh.net) ............................................................................ Parish Administrator 
Tamika Martin (tmartin@icoh.net) ....................................................................... Audio Visual Technician 
Gilma Balcarcel  ........................................................................................................... Nursery Coordinator 
Stuart Dahlinger  ................................................................................................................................. Sexton 

The Vestry 

Kristi Kubista-Hovis .............................................................................................................. Senior Warden 
Gerry Anderson ........................................................ Junior Warden: Building and Grounds, Creation Care 
Peter Kent .....................................................................................................Junior Warden: Administration 
Amy Thomas ........................................................................................... Adult Formation and Discipleship 
Brad Ashton ............................................................................................... Stewardship and Planned Giving 
Mollie Lambert ................................................................................................................................ Outreach 
Kathy Lloyd .......................................................................................................................... Senior Ministry 
Kristi Kubista-Hovis and Kathy Lloyd ............................................. Children Youth and Family Ministries 
Julie Bruns ................................................................................................................................ Pastoral Care 
David Atwood ........................................................................................................................... Social Justice 
Taylor Houck ...................................................................................................................... Communications 
Caroline Bergmark ........................................................................................... Evangelism and Newcomers 
Matt Haskin ...................................................................................................................................... Worship 
Caroline Bergmark and Taylor Houck ......................................................................................... Fellowship 
Sydney Onley ............................................................................ Youth Representative (nonvoting member) 
Caroline Bergmark .......................................................................................................................... Registrar 

Schedule of Sunday Worship Services 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I, Zabriskie Chapel 

9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Zabriskie Chapel 

3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Immanuel Chapel 

3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

Online 

www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org 
Immanuel's YouTube channel

Priests Associate 

The Rev. Dr. J. Barney Hawkins, IV 

The Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke  

The Rev. Jan A. Maas 

The Rev. John R. Smucker 

The Rev. Dr. Francis H. Wade 

Rector Emerita 

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Ann (Sam) Faeth 

MISSION STATEMENT: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill is a Christian community in the 
Episcopal tradition, striving to be in relationship with God and each other as Christ has taught us, 
actively attempting to sense and to serve God’s plan with great love. We are guided by Mark 16:15: 
“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel,” to learn, discern, and proclaim the Good News by 
being active ministers in the various communities where we live and serve. 

Parish Office 

3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304 

Telephone: 703-370-6555, Fax: 703-370-0837 
www.icoh.net 

http://www.icoh.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFoz8u0DpT9QiCOY8_I9AfA
http://www.icoh.net
http://www.icoh.net/



