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Opening Acclamation p. 323 

 Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Collect for Purity p. 323 

Kyrie eleison    p. 324 

The Collect of the Day  

 We beseech thee, Almighty God, to purify our consciences by thy daily visitation, that when 
thy Son Jesus Christ cometh he may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The First Lesson: Micah 5: 2-5a  

 You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.  
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of 
the Lord his God.  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.  

The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God.  
  

 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent December 23, 2018 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I, 8:00 a.m. 
  

 Page references are for The Book of Common Prayer. 
Large Print Prayer Books are available; please request one from an usher. 

In respect for those wishing to pray before the service begins, the congregation is asked  
to remain as quiet as possible. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  

Reader:   Today we light the fourth candle of the Advent wreath. Each candle has a meaning. This 
candle is LOVE.   The candle is lit.  

 

Reader:   “From John 13:34 – Jesus said to them, I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

 

Prayer:   Together let us pray: Loving God, your mercy and compassion endure forever. Open our 
hearts, that we may receive your love; and following the example of your Son, spread 
that love to a love-starved world. Through Jesus Christ, who loved us to the end. 
Amen.” 

 



Canticle 15 Page 91, BCP The Song of Mary Magnificat        Luke 1:46-55    

  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

  

The Epistle:  Hebrews 10:5-10   

  When Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
but a body you have prepared for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken 
no pleasure.  Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God' (in the scroll of 
the book it is written of me)."  When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken 
pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are  
offered according to the law), then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He  
abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God's will that we have 
been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
  

The Word of the Lord 

Response: Thanks be to God. 

  

  

 Silence 

  

The Holy Gospel:  Luke 1:39-55   

  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke 
Response: Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
  
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard 
Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes 
to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped 
for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord." 
  
And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all  
generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
  

  



 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his 
servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our  
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 
  
The Gospel of the Lord 
Response: Praise be to thee, O Christ    

 

The Sermon: The Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker  

The Nicene Creed    

 We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

The Prayers of the People      

  After the Intercessor says “Lord of light,” 
the congregation responds “Hear our prayer.” 
   

    

Confession of Sin and Absolution   p. 330 

The Peace   

Welcome and Announcements 
  

  



THE HOLY COMMUNION      

The Offertory  

The Great Thanksgiving: Euchar istic Prayer  II  p. 340 

 Sanctus and Benedictus  p. 341 

 The Lord’s Prayer  p. 336 

Serving at this Eucharist:  Altar Guild: Candace Quinlan; Flower Guild: The Immanuel Flower  Guild; 
Reader: Hilary Shostal; Ushers:  Rollin Huntington, Pierre Shostal; Coffee Host: Sudie McGahuey; Vestry 
Greeter: Jim Clausen; Vestry Counter: Jamie Conrad; Celebrant: The Rev. Rachel Rickenbaker 

Post Communion Prayer  

 Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou 
dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost 
assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are 
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed 
company of all  faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy 
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so 
to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, 
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen.  

 

The Blessing   

The Dismissal  

The Breaking of the Bread   

  Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Response:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

  

  Agnus Dei p. 337 

All baptized Christians are welcomed and encouraged to receive Holy Communion. 
If you wish to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest. 

Gluten-free hosts are available on request from the clergy.  


