
   

The Seventh Sunday After Pentecost July 12, 2026 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I, 8:00 a.m. 
  

 Page numbers refer to The Book of Common Prayer (the small red book with a cross). 

  

        

Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
Episcopal/Anglican 

Alexandria, Virginia 

The Word of God   

Opening Acclamation  p. 323 

  Celebrant: 
People: 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 

  

The Collect of the Day   

The Celebrant says to the people   

  
People: 

Celebrant: 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray.    

  

  O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to receive the prayers of thy people who call upon 
thee, and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, 
and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfill the same; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

 

The Collect for Purity p. 323 

   Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Kyrie eleison     

  Lord, have mercy upon us.  Kyrie eleison.  

  Christ, have mercy upon us. or Christe eleison.  

  Lord, have mercy upon us.  Kyrie eleison.  

https://www.bcponline.org/
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 The First Lesson: Isaiah 55:10-13 

 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered 
the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall 
my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish 
that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  For you shall go out in joy, and 
be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees 
of the field shall clap their hands.  Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign 
that shall not be cut off. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 65: 1-4, 9-14   Lucerna pedibus meis       

 1  You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 
 to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 
 
2  To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 
 because of their transgressions. 
 
3  Our sins are stronger than we are, * 
 but you will blot them out. 
 
4  Happy are they whom you choose 
 and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 
 they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, 
 by the holiness of your temple. 
 
9  You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 
 you make it very plenteous; * 
 the river of God is full of water. 
 
10  You prepare the grain, * 
 for so you provide for the earth. 
 
11  You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
 with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 
12  You crown the year with your goodness, * 
 and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 
13  May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
 and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 
14  May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
 and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
 let them shout for joy and sing. 

The Epistle: Romans 8:1-11   

  There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to 
deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be  
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The Sermon: The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr.   

  fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; 
it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God 

  

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23  

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew 
People: Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
 
Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on 
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was 
sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As 
for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this 
is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

 

The Nicene Creed    p. 326 

  We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
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The Peace     

  Celebrant: 
People: 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And with thy spirit.  

  

  Welcome  

 Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved thee with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in thy will, 
and walk in thy ways, 
to the glory of thy Name. Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin and Absolution  p. 331 

Want to give electronically?  While the alms basin is being passed, you can also make an 
offering online using your bank account, debit, or credit card: just scan the code at right.  

  
Thank you for your gift to Immanuel. 

     God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People  

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/12176
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Celebrant and People  

 Sanctus and Benedictus p. 334 

  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer p. 336 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

The Holy Communion 

The Offertory  

 Clergy: 
People: 

All things come of thee, O Lord;  
and of thine own, have we given thee.  

 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer II p. 340 

 Celebrant:     
People: 
Celebrant:     
People:     
Celebrant:      
People:      

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 

 

 Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds  

  It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
 
Creator of the light and source of life, who hast made us in thine image, and called us 
to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud 
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

 Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 

People:      Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.  

 

 Celebrant: The Gifts of God, for the People of God.  

  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith,  
with thanksgiving. 

 

Please let an usher know if you would like to have Communion brought to you. 
 

Prayers for healing, with the laying on of hands and anointing,  
are offered at the left side of the Altar.  

Post Communion Prayer:  p. 339 

   Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee 
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the 
spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of 
thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the 
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly 
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy 
grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do 
all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen.  

The Blessing 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 
amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.  

Celebrant: 

The Dismissal 

 Clergy:  
People:  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.   
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Serving at this Eucharist: 

 Reader/Intercessor:  Hilary Shostal  

 Altar Guild: Diana Walker  

 Usher:  Linda Donahue  

 Flower Guild: Connie Kurz  

 Coffee Hour Host: Alisa Biache  

 Vestry Greeter/Counter: Brian Rush  

 Celebrant:  The Rev. Susan D. Parsons  
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Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
Parish Notes 
July 12, 2026 

 
IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST we welcome you  

to Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill!   
 

Immanuel is an Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Virginia, and is part of the world-wide Anglican 
Communion.  Immanuel was founded by the Virginia Theological Seminary. We are one parish that worships in 
two locations: the Zabriskie Chapel (3606 Seminary Road), and Immanuel Chapel (3737 Seminary Road) on the 
seminary grounds.  Immanuel Chapel offers a fully-staffed nursery for our infant and toddler parishioners. 
 
Visitors are encouraged to fill out a visitor card — located in the pews or display stands at the entrances of 
the chapels.  Please give your card to an usher or place in the collection plate.  Thank you. 

For the latest information on our online worship service and to view a video of our most recent service, please 

visit our website (www.icoh.net).  

Pray for Parishioners and those in special need: Ann MacNamara, Carol Crossmire, Carolyn Ferguson, 
Catherine Sinclair, Charles and Doris Ablard, Chris von Schoening, Craig Jackson, Cynthia Morton, Debbie 
Hewson, Dick and Norma Taliaferro, Gary and MeiLung DeVight, Gordon Johnson, Hugh Campbell, Jim and 
Nancy Wise, Joan Raybold, Joseph, Ken McDonald,  Kenny, Leif Christoffersen, Marcus Rarick, Mary Ann 
Rehnke, Mary Jane Ruhl, Natalie Doyle Hennin, Norma Jean Lawton, Rod McFadden, Rollin Huntington, Thom 
Hussey, and Wendy Hoge.  

Pray for Our Friends and Family: Ann Langdon Days, Anna Woodward, Andrew Davis, the Rev. Antranig 
Baljian, Barbara Kellner, Barbara Sagan, Becky Smith, Betsy Fox Berry, Brian and Joyce, Brian Van Buskirk, 
Bridget Rice Rose, Caleb Lusk, Carol Ording, Charlotte Kellogg, Claire DeMaggio, Cy Murphy, Donna Becker, 
Doug and Janet, George Rustigian, Gerry, Gerry and Nan Hardison, Hudson Milligan, Jack Allen, Jean Couban, 
Jill Perkins, Kenny and Nirmala Basdeo, Jodi Wilson; John, Beth and Jake; John Wise, Elaine Kelly, Emma, 
Karen Landry, Khristie Greiner, Leea Gorman, Lilly Pinner, Linda Taucher, Lizzy, Louise Jackson, Lysbeth, 
Madeline, Marcia Richardson, Margie Lidoff, Mary Albach, Mary Muniz, McQuade Milligan, Melvyn and 
Stacy, Michael, Paul, Peter Blackledge, Polly Hewson, Stephen Miller, Stephen Spurlock, Wesley Johnson, and 
Winnie Kidd.  

Pray for those who are celebrating birthdays this week: Erika Enright, Ava Hobson, Susan Warlick, Bryant 
Mitchell, Lily Clausen, Jan Kell, Will Patiño, Cara Swisher, Owen Biggs, Matthew Sexton, Shawn Whitman, 
Gretchen Thompson, Rosalie Cooper, Rich Ellis and Will Patton.  

Those who have died: Margaret B. Coakley, sister-in-law of Chip Coakley.  Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord, 
and let light perpetual shine upon her. 

Weekly Prayer Request for Outreach (submitted by Rick Glassco) 
 
We lift up our thanks and prayers for the West End Lazarus Emergency Financial Ministry as it provides 
assistance for rent, utilities, and education to needy people in our community.  

Guest Choir Today @10am: Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Welcome Center 
 
Immediately after today’s 10:00a.m. Eucharist, join us in the Welcome Center for coffee, conversation with 
members of The Royal School of Church Music, and a  jewelry sale (see next page). 

http://www.icoh.net
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Announcements 

Weekday Worship and Study Opportunities 
All are welcome to participate 

Morning Prayer, Monday-Wednesday and Friday @ 10:00 a.m., Zabriskie Chapel 

Morning Prayer, Thursdays @ 10:00 a.m., The Fairchild Room 

Wednesday Holy Eucharist Rite II, July 15th @ 12 Noon, Zabriskie Chapel 

Weekly Bible Study: “The Book of Genesis, Thursday, July 16th 

@10:30 a.m. online via Zoom.  Look for login details in your weekly eBlast email. 

Compline Friday, July 17th@ 8:30 p.m., online via Zoom 

How to Help a Struggling Afghan Family and Find Something Beautiful  

As many of you know, Immanuel’s Outreach supports the Christ Church Refugee Ministry. 
One of the key staff members of that ministry is Bilal Safi, a remarkable young man who 
arrived in the United States at the age of 18 with the emergency airlift out of Kabul in 2021. 
Separated from his family at the Kabul airport, Bilal found himself alone in Alexandria and 
managed to put himself through Alexandria City High School three years ago. Since then, Bilal 
has been taking courses at Northern Virginia Community College and working at various jobs, 
including at Goodwin House Alexandria. Much of what Bilal earns he sends to his family in 
Kabul, where they are trying to survive in difficult circumstances. A promising way in which 
Bilal is doing this is to sell jewelry his family members craft using lapis lazuli stone mined in 
Afghanistan.  They create a variety of beautiful pieces, showcasing their skills and culture. 

Bilal will be at the Welcome Center today following the 10 AM eucharist, where he offers 
this jewelry for sale for the benefit of his family. Please come to this coffee hour event. For 
more information, contact Pierre Shostal (pshks@aol.com). 

mailto:pshks@aol.com
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Senior Adult Ministry and Fellowship July activities: 
 
 
THIRD WEDNESDAY LUNCH AT GOODWIN HOUSE-ALEXANDRIA on July 15 
at noon in the Fillmore room.  Please join us for luncheon and conversation.  RSVP to 
Mother Susan if you are not a resident of Goodwin House (sparsons@icoh.net) and to 
Susan Kernan if you are a resident (skernan40@aol.com).   
 
GUNSTON HALL: 
 
Senior Adult Ministry and Fellowship will be traveling to Gunston Hall, the home of 
George Mason on Thursday, July 23.  Mason was an intellectual force behind American 
independence.  Best known for authoring the Virginia Declaration of Human Rights, his 
ideas on personal freedoms helped inspire the Bill of Rights.  We will have the opportunity 
to tour both the house and grounds. 
 
We will be leaving from the Zabriskie parking lot at 9:00am for a tour at 10:00am.  After 
the tour, we will plan on either a picnic at Gunston Hall or lunch back at Zabriskie, 
depending on the weather.  Co-pay to ride in the van is $25 and there is a $10 cost for the 
tour.  Please RSVP to Karen Besser no later than Sunday, July 19 at 
Karen.Besser@gmail.com 
 
 
FOURTH TUESDAY BROWN BAG LUNCH:   
 
Everybody’s talking about data centers.  They are big, and they have no windows, and 
suddenly they seem to be everywhere (or coming soon).  But what is a data center?  
What’s it like inside on of those faceless buildings?  And why do they use so much power 
and water?   
 
Come to our brown bag lunch in the Parish Hall at 12:15pm on Tuesday, July 28, and 
find the answers.  We won’t be tackling the politics of data centers, but hopefully we will 
leave with enough basic information to participate in the discussions going on about the 
centers, zoning and taxation proposals, and why these things are such a hot topic now.  
Bring your own sandwich or salad, and drinks and dessert will be provided.  No RSVP is 
necessary.   
 
AS ALWAYS, friends and family are welcome to join all Senior Ministry and Fellowship 
activities. 

mailto:sparsons@icoh.net
mailto:skernan40@aol.com
mailto:Karen.Besser@gmail.com
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 Monthly Saturday Breakfast Bible Study’s New Theme for 2026:  

“Contentment” (in accepting love and rejecting fear)   

Saturday, July 18th @ 8:00 AM,   Held Online via Microsoft Teams 
 

Join Immanuel’s first monthly Saturday morning Breakfast Bible Study for 2026 on Saturday, July 18th  

online via Microsoft Teams (find this bulletin on our website under the “Worship” tab, then click on the link 
below) beginning at 8 a.m.  Our new theme for 2026 is Contentment.  This month we will read Psalm 37:3-

9 “Trust in the Lord and do good; live in the land and enjoy security” using the African Model of 
Reflection.   
 

For more information, please visit our webpage “Breakfast Bible Study”, or contact Chrissie Crosby at 
cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com.  Join MSTeams Saturday Breakfast Bible Study Meeting /   

Meeting ID: 959 5450 6553  /  Passcode: 027913  

The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs will return to Wednesdays in The World 
with on Wednesday, July 22nd  from 10:00-11:30am; however, you are encouraged to 
attend with other Immanuelites in her absence. All are welcome!  

Shrinemonters Singalong Concert at 1823 Café, VTS Campus 
Friday, July 17th, 6:00 PM 

 
All are invited to join the Shrinemonters at the Seminary’s 1823 Ca-
fé (affectionately known as ”the Pub”) on Friday evening, July 17, 
for an evening of song, refreshment and fellowship.  
 
Immanuel’s own old-time music group will be performing two sets of 
their favorite, mostly singalong tunes (including, for example, “I’ll 
Fly Away,” ”Will the Circle be Unbroken,” Swing Low, Sweet Char-
iot,” and “Rivers of Babylon”), starting at about 6:00 pm that evening 
and likely lasting until about 8:00 pm. We’ll have ICOH alum Mi-
chael Duane sitting in with us, which we are all looking forward to. 
 
All are welcome. No cover charge. Drinks and food are very reasona-
bly priced. For those who have not yet had the pleasure of visiting the 
Pub, it’s located on the VTS campus, just behind the little white post 
office on Seminary Road. 
 

Questions: please contact Doug John at wendymjohn@yahoo.com. We look forward to seeing you there! 

http://www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org/breakfast-bible-study-brochure.html
mailto:cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com?subject=ICOH%20Parish%20Notes
https://teams.live.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fmeet%2F9317599064508%3Fp%3DVGJf5EziVz9lTtcich%26eventType%3Dcommunity%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meet&deeplinkId=bf4c7fdd-239e-48c2-9a6a-71f9e2feb867&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&s
mailto:wendymjohn@yahoo.com
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Christmas Families in August  

Campaign for Learning and Quality Education for All 

Update for Sunday July 12th .  Big move forward, almost there  

21 of 116 children (in 16 of 80 families) are still waiting for Immanuelite sponsors. 
 
You can still sign up this Sunday and the following two Sundays, July 19 and July 26 or in the . 
Zabriskie Narthex during the week to provide a backpack filled with school supplies for the children in 
one family to give them the tools for learning, lift their spirits, and send them off to a good start in the 
new school year  
Take a yellow instruction sheet with names and all the information you need and red tags to put on the 
backpacks.   
 
You can also contribute money through the special the special collection which goes 
 
 to the Haiti MICAH Project and Community Lodgings for school supplies for the children they 

serve 
 for buying backpacks and supplies for children not "adopted" and for children from refugee families 

referred to us when all other lists are closed, families who need help getting their children ready for 
meeting their special challenges in school. 

 
Anyone can make a financial contribution any time between now and Sunday, August 9th (checks made 
payable to “Immanuel” with “XFAM” written on the memo line).  If you are visiting today, please feel 
free to place your check in the offering plate, or scan the QR code below left and select the fourth option 
at right to give online. 
 
Early contributions are especially helpful; sending money in early July allows the organizations to 
better plan for financial gaps with students lacking supplies. 
 
Ingathering of backpacks — to be blessed at the altar — and second special offering plate collection 
during both services is scheduled for Sunday, August 9th. 
 

Let us give the gift of learning, a gift for life. 
 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/12176
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/12176
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Sign-up to Serve: IT’s Easy and Online:  
 
Sign-up to Serve in our Sunday Services ONLINE through SEPTEMBER 2026 by visiting 

the landing page of our website at ICOH.net and clicking our Red SignUp Genius Button or 
scanning the QR code at right.    
 
If you’re a student planning to spend occasional weekends home, feel free to sign-up for a 
Sunday or two during the summer only.  Training for all lay ministries available upon 
request.  Thank you for your participation! 

Pastoral Care Opportunity  
 
This summer, the seminary will not hold services in the chapel. As you know, each Sunday the Flower Guild 
puts together lovely arrangements for the 10 AM service. Over the summer there is no use for them after the 
service. These beautiful flowers should be used to brighten the lives of those who cannot physically be with us. 
Pastoral Care and the Flower Guild need volunteers to carry out this ministry. If you are willing to pick up 
flowers after the 10 AM service (excluding the first Sunday of the month) as an offering of God's love, please 
signup on Immanuel’s SignUp Genius for Lay Ministers 

Zabriskie Kitchen Renovation Continues...  
 
The Zabriskie kitchen will be unusable for the entire month of July!  Our contractor is Russell Gage 
Corporation an experienced general contractor.  The work includes a new seamless epoxy floor, new oven, 
replacement of ceiling with new lighting.  We are also elevating the service sink.  We can still have coffee 
after service. 
 
Remember to give toward matching pledge of $20K to help us increase the improvements.   
 
Thanks, 

Tom Kerns 

EYC Barbeque and Game Night at Zabriskie Chapel, 
Sunday, July 26 @4:00-8:00PM 

 
Mark your calendars, rising 6th-12th graders! 
 
(Parents, please let the Rev. Sarah know if you can offer help with organizing and clean-up at 
sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a728a0fac61-layministry#/
http://www.icoh.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a728a0fac61-layministry#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a728a0fac61-layministry#/
mailto:sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net
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Join our Refugee Ministry Care Team and Make a Lasting Impact! 
 
The Refugee Ministry at Christ Church has three new families that are in need of Care 
Team volunteers! Care Team volunteers provide critical support by staying in touch 
with families, offering companionship, and ensuring they feel welcome in their new 
community. They help with appointments, community events, and services like career 
support, school involvement, and basic needs. Your kindness can help these families 
thrive and adjust to their new life! Be the bridge to resources, fun activities, and 
connections. Get involved today and make a difference—one family at a time. Ready 
to lend a hand? We need you and we train you! If you are ready to take the first step, 
schedule a meeting with our Refugee Coordinator, Cessilye by scanning the code at 
right. 
 
If you have questions or would like more information on what is typically needed,  please feel free to contact 
Kathy Conrad  kathypconrad@gmail.com or David Atwood atwooddavida@gmail.com. 

A NEW HOME FOR CHRISTMAS FAMILIES NEEDED 

 
For the last 20 years since the fire at Dagobert’s house, Christmas Families has been housed on the 
mezzanine of the building at 118 N Washington Street hosted by Christ Church.  Starting approximately 
10 years prior Bill Frye’s bicycle ministry used the space. The Ross department store has leased the first  
floor for most of that time. The Ross lease ended recently.  Christ Church has after many years of looking 
found a new  tenant, The Linder Academy. They are a private K-12 school. Unlike Ross who only leased 
the first floor, the school will lease  the entire building including the mezzanine. We have been told  that 
we can no longer use the space.   We are very grateful for the approximately 30 years of use of  this space 
rent free. We are also very grateful that Christ  Church is giving us a year to vacate the space. We have 
been  asked to move next January allowing us one more Christmas  season.  
 
We need 400-500 sq ft of minimally conditioned space. We  would need to have access on nights and 
weekends. While we  have carried everything upstairs in our current location and  loaded trucks on busy 
Washington Street, it would be great if  the new space was on the first floor and easily accessible for 
loading and unloading. We do not have the budget to find a  space that requires us to pay rent.  Help is 
needed to find a new location. We are asking everyone to let us know if they have any suggestions. Please 
contact Rich  Hobson, richh777@gmail.com, or Linda Serabian, Serabian@somaarchitects.com.  
 
Thank you. 

Save the Date: Holy Cross Abbey Retreat November 13-15 
 
The Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill Annual Spiritual Retreat will be held November 13-15 at Holy Cross Abbey, 
Berryville, Virginia with the Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke, Professor of Homiletics at Virginia Theological 
Seminary and Priest Associate at Immanuel, as the retreat leader. 
 
If you are interested in a retreat scholarship, please contact the Rev. Randy Alexander (ralexander@icoh.net). If 
you need a ride or would like to provide a ride to another retreat participant, please contact the retreat 
carpooling coordinator, Katherine Maas, katherinemaas@gmail.com. 
 
Registration materials will be available in mid-August. 

mailto:kathypconrad@gmail.com
mailto:atwooddavida@gmail.com
https://bookings.cloud.microsoft/bookwithme/user/fbc52fea292645eeb97de7d076fdc08e%40historicchristchurch.org?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled=true
mailto:richh777@gmail.com
mailto:Serabian@somaarchitects.com
mailto:ralexander@icoh.net?subject=Holy%20Cross%20Abbey%202026
mailto:katherinemaas@gmail.com
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Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr. (ralexander@icoh.net)  ............................................................. Rector 
The Rev. Susan D. Parsons (sparsons@icoh.net)  .............................................................. Associate Rector 
The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs (sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net)  ............................................ Associate Rector 
Signa Strom (sstrom@vts.edu)  ................................................................................................... Seminarian 
Dr. Jane Tavernier (jtavernier@icoh.net)  ......................................................................... Director of Music 
Aleta Y. Powell (apowell@icoh.net) ............................................................................ Parish Administrator 
Tim Lawhorn ....................................................................................................................................... Sexton 
Tom Hewson (thewson@icoh.net)  ................................................................................................ Treasurer 
Mollie Lambert (mlambert@icoh.net)  ........................................................................... Assistant Treasurer 
Mike Morgan (mmorgan@icoh.net) .................................................................................. Finance Manager 
Tamika Martin (tmartin@icoh.net) ....................................................................... Audio Visual Technician 
Mina Sultani  ...................................................................................................................... Nursery Director 
Tamana Karima  ................................................................................................................ Nursery Assistant 
Miguelina “Mimi” Guzmann  ....................................................................................... Hospitality Assistant 

Schedule of Sunday Worship Services 

  

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I, Zabriskie Chapel 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, First Sunday of every month 

3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Immanuel Chapel 

3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

 
Online 

www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org 
Immanuel's YouTube channel  

Priests Associate 

 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Coakley 

The Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke  

The Rev. Jan A. Maas 

The Rev. John R. Smucker 

The Rev. Dr. Francis H. Wade 

Rector Emerita 

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Ann (Sam) Faeth 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill is a Christian community in the Episcopal tradition, striving to be in 
relationship with God and each other as Christ has taught us, actively attempting to sense and to serve God’s plan with great love. We 
are guided by Mark 16:15: “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel,” to learn, discern, and proclaim the Good News by being 
active ministers in the various communities where we live and serve. 

Parish Office  
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304 

Telephone: 703∙370∙6555, Monday-Friday 9am-1pm 

ICOH.net 

         The Vestry 

Mark Fearer ............................................................................................................................ Senior Warden 
Doug Onley .................................................................................................. Junior Warden: Administration 
Brian Ply ............................................................ Junior Warden: Buildings and Grounds and Creation Care 
Jennifer W. Greiner ................................................................................. Adult Formation and Discipleship 
Rich Hobson .................................................................................................................................... Outreach 
Martin Horne ...................................................................................................................... Communications  
Taylor Houck ............................................................................ Stewardship and Planned Giving, Registrar 
Dave John ..................................................................................................................................... Fellowship 
Jim Kurz ............................................................................................................................... Senior Ministry 
Mary Ann Ring ............................... Children, Youth, and Family Ministries, Newcomers, and Evangelism 
Brian Rush ................................................................................................................................ Social Justice 
Diana Walker ............................................................................................................ Worship, Pastoral Care 
Sydney Onley .............................................................................................................. Youth Representative 

https://www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org/creation-care-ministry.html
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/12176
http://www.icoh.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFoz8u0DpT9QiCOY8_I9AfA
http://www.icoh.net
http://www.icoh.net/

