Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill
Episcopal/Anglican
Alexandria, Virginia

The Sixth Sunday After The Epiphany

February 16, 2020

Holy Eucharist, Rite I, 8:00 a.m.
Page references are for The Book of Common Prayer.
Large Print Prayer Books are available; please request one from an usher.
In respect for those wishing to pray before the service begins, the congregation is asked
to remain as quiet as possible.
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant:
People:
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Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
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Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Kyrie eleison

The Collect of the Day
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in thee: Mercifully accept our prayers; and
because through the weakness of our mortal nature, we can do no good thing without
thee, give us the help of thy grace, that in keeping thy commandments we may please
thee both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever Amen.
The First Lesson: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Moses said, “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by
loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns
away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I
declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you
today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that
you and your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding
fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land
that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 119:1-8 Beati immaculati
1

Happy are they whose way is blameless, *
who walk in the law of the Lord!

2

Happy are they who observe his decrees *
and seek him with all their hearts!

3

Who never do any wrong, *
but always walk in his ways.

4

You laid down your commandments, *
that we should fully keep them.

5

Oh, that my ways were made so direct *
that I might keep your statutes!

6

Then I should not be put to shame, *
when I regard all your commandments.

7

I will thank you with an unfeigned heart, *
when I have learned your righteous judgments.

8

I will keep your statutes; *

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew
Response: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’;
and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are angry with a
brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be
liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. So when
you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or
sister, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are
on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to
the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you
have paid the last penny. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But
I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with
her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for
you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if your
right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your
members than for your whole body to go into hell.
“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say
to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to
commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely,
but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either
by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for
it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair
white or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from
the evil one.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Response: Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon: The Rev. Susan D. Par sons
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation,
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People:
After the Intercessor says “Lord, in your mercy God,”
the congregation responds “Hear our Prayer.”
Confession of Sin & Absolution
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The Peace
Welcome and Announcements

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory
The Great Thanksgiving: Euchar istic Pr ayer II
Sanctus and Benedictus
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The Lord’s Prayer
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The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
Response: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Agnus Dei
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All baptized Christians are welcomed and encouraged to receive Holy Communion.
If you wish to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms over your chest.
Gluten-free hosts are available on request from the clergy.
For those who are interested in being baptized, please see a member of the clergy.
Prayers for healing, with the laying on of hands and anointing, are offered next to the pulpit during Communion.
Post Communion Prayer
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us,
in these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood
of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and
goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body
of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through
hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father,
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all
such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without
end. Amen.
Sending of the Lay Eucharistic Ministers (if needed)
Celebrant:
People:

We now send you forth to carry Communion to those in need.
May our hands carry Christ’s love into the world.

The Blessing
The Dismissal

Serving at this Eucharist: Altar Guild: Susan Gildersleeve; Flower Guild: Sally Guy Brown; Reader:
Cynthia Caples; Chalices: Reneé O’Brien, Phyllis Sims; Usher: Rollin Huntington; Coffee Host: Laura Snow;
Vestry Greeter: Kathryn Haskin; Vestry Counter: Francine Wargo; Celebrant: The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander

