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Alexis Clara von Schoening Henry 
1982 - 2025 

 
Alexis Clara von Schoening was born in Alexandria, Virginia, on January 
20, 1982, and departed this life on August 31, 2025. From an early age, 
Alexis was surrounded by love and care, forming cherished memories 
with her three au pairs—Anja, Iris, and Katie. At just two and a half years 
old, she began her education at a Montessori school in Old Town 
Alexandria, which she adored, and later attended St. Stephen's and St. 
Agnes Episcopal School. 
 
Her late father, Dr. Lothar Günther Andreas Griessbach, played a 
meaningful role in her education and shared enriching travels with her to 
Greece and Italy. Alexis embraced a wide range of interests growing up, 
including theater, tennis, Girl Scouts, horsemanship, and serving as an 
acolyte at Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill. She also worked in the kitchen 
crew during Immanuel’s School for the Spirit, forming lifelong 
friendships through her school and community activities. 
 

Her passion for theater led her to pursue a degree in theater science at James Madison University, 
where she also acted in a university-produced medical film. After graduation, Alexis spent a formative 
year in Berlin (her father’s birthplace) studying German at the Goethe-Institut. 
 
Upon returning to the U.S., Alexis joined AmeriCorps in Montana 
through the Dan and Nancy Kelly family, fellow members of 
Immanuel. She later settled back in Alexandria and began a career in 
hospitality; working in various roles including waitress, front desk 
staff, and management. Her time at the historic Gadsby’s Tavern was 
especially memorable—she gave tours and contributed to its 
renovation following an earthquake, an experience that inspired her to 
study international art and preservation at the University of Hawaii’s 
Department of Art and Art History. 
 
Back in Alexandria, Alexis remained engaged with several Old Town 
businesses. It was here that she met Frank Buchanan Henry, a veteran 
of the Army National Guard. They were married in January 2015 and 
built a life together in Old Town before relocating to the West End in 
2023. 
 
Alexis will be remembered for her vibrant spirit, creative passions, 
and the deep connections she nurtured throughout her life.   
 
She is survived by her loving husband Frank, her mother Chris von Schoening, half-siblings Max, Adah 

and Avril, mother-in-law Cat Henry, father-in-law Frank “Joe” Henry, in-laws Edi Henry Pettegrew 
(Travis M.), Lacey Henry Connell (Travis G.), James “Dallas” Henry, Debbie Greco (aunt) and 
countless relatives, close friends, neighbors and her Immanuel church family. 
 
 
 
“Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon her. May her soul and the 
souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen” 
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Opening Sentences: 

 

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 
and has committed himself to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever. 
 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 
who is my friend and not a stranger. 
 

For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, 
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord’s possession. 
 
Happy from now on 
are those who die in the Lord! 
So it is, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors. 

 

   

The Burial of the Dead, Rite II 
 

Page numbers refer to the red Book of Common Prayer.   

Prelude:  “Air on G String”      Johann Sebastian Bach   

 “Sheep May Safely Graze” Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

 “Adagio”  Feliz Mendelssohn 

Opening Hymn 189: “Great is thy faithfulness”                  turn to pages 4-5 of this bulletin St. Anne 

found in the hymnal Lift Every Voice and Sing II 

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus was 
raised from the dead, we too, shall be raised. 
  
The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that "neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
  
This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other in Christ 
brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while 
we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with 
those who mourn.  
 
All please stand while the following anthems are said. (Book of Common Prayer, page 491) 
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service continues on page 6 
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The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness.  ‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul,  ‘therefore 
I will hope in him.’  
 
The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.  It is good that one 
should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God 

 

The Liturgy of the Word   

The First Lesson: Lamentations 3:22-26                        read by Mr. James B. Snow 

 
Clergy: 
People: 
Clergy: 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

 

Collect: O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sister Alexis. We thank 
you for giving her to us, her family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our 
earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to 
see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course 
on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: Deal graciously with 
Frank, Chris and their families in their grief.  Surround them with your love, that they may 
not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and strength to 
meet the days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Psalm 23  Dominus regit me                 (King James version) read by Ms. Rosi Urbine 

  1  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

3  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
 thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

5  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 
 head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 
 house of the Lord for ever. 

 

Hymn 645: “The King of love my shepherd is”                found in The Hymnal 1982 St. Columba 
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Solo: “Amazing grace! how sweet the sound”    text found in The Hymnal 1982, pg.671 John Newton 

Mrs. Dorothy Kellogg, soprano 
Mrs. Sudie McGahuey, alto 

Mr. Doug John, baritone 
 

Tributes from the Family: Mr. Frank J. Henry            

  So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed day by day. For our slight, momentary affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen, for 
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with 
our heavenly dwelling — if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be found naked. For 
while we are still in this tent, we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but 
to be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us 
for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
 
So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord — for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God 

  

The Epistle: 2 Corinthians 4: 16-5:9   read by Mr. Wilton Corkern 

The Holy Gospel: John 14:1-6 read by The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander 

 Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John 
Response: Glory to you,  Lord Christ  
 
Jesus said ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Response: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Homily: The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr.   

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say:   

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth;  
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The Prayers  led by Ms. Rosi Urbine 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    maker of heaven and earth;  

 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;  
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
    born of the Virgin Mary,  
    suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
    was crucified, dead, and buried.  
    He descended into hell.  
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven,  
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

 
I believe in the Holy Ghost,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins,  
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

People and Officiant:  

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,   
for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

 For our sister Alexis, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "I am Resurrection and I am 
Life." 
 
Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for Alexis, and 
dry the tears of those who weep. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. 
Hear us, Lord. 

You raised the dead to life; give to our sister eternal life. 
Hear us, Lord. 

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our sister to the joys of heaven. 
Hear us, Lord. 
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 Our sister was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give her fellowship with all 
your saints. 
Hear us, Lord. 

She was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant her a place at the table in your heavenly 
kingdom. 
Hear us, Lord. 

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister Alexis; let our faith be our consolation, and 
eternal life our hope. 

Silence may be kept. 

 

Grant, O Lord, to all who are bereaved the spirit of faith and courage, that they may have strength 
to meet the days to come with steadfastness and patience; not sorrowing as those without hope, but 
in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with 
those they love. And this we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
Father of all, we pray to you for Alexis, and for all those whom we love but see no longer. Grant to 
them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May her soul and the souls of all the 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 581: “Where charity and love prevail”           found in The Hymnal 1982 Cheshire 

Postlude: “Ode to Joy” Ludwig van Beethoven 

The Dismissal  

 Clergy: Let us go forth in the name of Christ 
People: Thanks be to God 

 

The Blessing  

The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God by the Immanuel Church Family  
in loving memory of  Alexis Clara von Schoening Henry. 

During the playing of the postlude, please follow the procession  
to the Parish Hall for a Luncheon Reception.  
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Serving Today:    

Officiant:   

 The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr. 
Rector, Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 

   

Crucifer:  

 Mrs. Beatrice Osumba 
Seminarian 

   

Readers:  

 Mr. James B. Snow 
Mr. Wilton Corkern 
 

 

Intercessor:  

 Ms. Rosi Urbine  

Tributes from Family:  

 Mr. Frank J. “Joe” Henry, father-in-law   

Musicians:  

 Dr. Jane Tavernier, piano 
Director of Music at Immanuel 
Mrs. Dorothy Kellogg, soprano 
Mrs. Sudie McGahuey, alto 
Mr. Doug John, baritone 
Members of The Immanuel Choir 

  

Ushers:  

 Mrs. Debbie Hewson 
Mr. Tom Hewson 
Ms. Agnes Soos 

 

Flower Arrangements: (altar and reception):  

 Mrs. Sally Guy Brown 
Mrs. Connie Kurz 
Immanuel Flower Guild Ministry 

  

  AV Technician: 

 Ms. Tamika Martin   
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The Vestry 

Amy Thomas ......................................................................................................................... Senior Warden 
Caroline Bergmark ......................................................... Junior Warden: Buildings and Grounds, Registrar  
Peter Kent ..................................................................................................... Junior Warden: Administration 
Mark Fearer .............................................................................................................................. Social Justice 
Matt Haskin ...................................................................................................................................... Worship 
Rich Hobson .................................................................................................................................... Outreach 
Taylor Houck ........................................................................................... Adult Formation and Discipleship 
Dave John ..................................................................................................................................... Fellowship 
Doug Onley ............................................................................................... Stewardship and Planned Giving 
Mary Ann Ring ............................................................................... Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Brian Rush ..................................................................................................... Senior Ministry, Pastoral Care 
Kristin Whitman ...................................................................................... Newcomers and Communications  
Sophie Johnson, David Lloyd, Sydney Onley, and Isabelle Young-Smith ............... Youth Representatives 

 

Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr. (ralexander@icoh.net)  ............................................................. Rector 
The Rev. Susan D. Parsons (sparsons@icoh.net)  .............................................................. Associate Rector 
The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs (sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net)  .............................................. Assistant Rector 
Signa Strom (sstrom@vts.edu)  ................................................................................................... Seminarian 
Beatrice Osumba (bosumba@vts.edu)  ....................................................................................... Seminarian 
Dr. Jane Tavernier (jtavernier@icoh.net)  ......................................................................... Director of Music 
Aleta Y. Powell (apowell@icoh.net) ............................................................................ Parish Administrator 
Tim Lawhorn ...................................................................................................................................... Sexton 
Tom Hewson (thewson@icoh.net)  ................................................................................................ Treasurer 
Mollie Lambert (mlambert@icoh.net)  ........................................................................... Assistant Treasurer 
Mike Morgan (mmorgan@icoh.net)  .................................................................................. Finance Manager 
Tamika Martin (tmartin@icoh.net) ....................................................................... Audio Visual Technician 
Bella Jung  .......................................................................................................................... Nursery Director 
Miguelina “Mimi” Guzmann  ............................................................................................ Nursery Assistant 

Schedule of Sunday Worship Services 

  

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I, Zabriskie Chapel 
10:00 a.m. First Sunday in October, November & December 2025 

3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Immanuel Chapel 

3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

 
Online 

www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org 
Immanuel's YouTube channel  

Priests Associate 

 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Coakley 

The Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke  

The Rev. Jan A. Maas 

The Rev. John R. Smucker 

The Rev. Dr. Francis H. Wade 

 

Rector Emerita 

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Ann (Sam) Faeth 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill is a Christian community in the Episcopal tradition, 
striving to be in relationship with God and each other as Christ has taught us, actively attempting to sense and 
to serve God’s plan with great love. We are guided by Mark 16:15: “Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel,” to learn, discern, and proclaim the Good News by being active ministers in the various communities 
where we live and serve. 

Parish Office  
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304 

Telephone: 703∙370∙6555, Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

ICOH.net 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/12176
http://www.icoh.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFoz8u0DpT9QiCOY8_I9AfA
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