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Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
Parish Notes 

January 4, 2026 
 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST we welcome you  
to Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill!   

 
Immanuel is an Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Virginia, and is part of the world-wide Anglican 
Communion.  Immanuel was founded by the Virginia Theological Seminary. We are one parish that worships 
in two locations: the Zabriskie Chapel (3606 Seminary Road), and Immanuel Chapel (3737 Seminary Road) 
on the seminary grounds.  Immanuel Chapel offers a fully-staffed nursery for our infant and toddler 
parishioners. 
 
Visitors are encouraged to fill out a visitor card — located in the pews or display stands at the entrances 
of the chapels.  Please give your card to an usher or place in the collection plate.  Thank you. 
For the latest information on our online worship service and to view a video of our most recent service, please 

visit our website (www.icoh.net).  

Pray for Parishioners: Ann MacNamara, Jim, Nancy, Spencer, and Zuzanna Wise, Carolyn Ferguson, 
Catherine Sinclair, Chris von Schoening, Craig Jackson, Cynthia Morton, Cy Murphy, David Phillips, Debbie 
Hewson, Gary and MeiLung DeVight, Gordon Johnson, Hugh Campbell, Jane, the Jim and Lisa Clausen 
Family, John Richards, Joseph, Kenny, Mary Jane Ruhl, Nancy Bishop, Natalie Doyle Hennin, Norma 
Taliaferro, Rollin Huntington, Susan Montague, Thom Hussey, Tom and Martha Shimkin, and Wendy Hoge  

Pray for Our Friends and Family: Andrew Davis, Ann Langdon Days, Ann Woodward, Barbara Kellner, 
Barbara Sagan, Becky Smith, Betsy Fox Berry, Brian and Joyce, Bridget Rice Rose, Caleb Lusk, Carol 
Ording, Charlotte Kellogg, Cicely, Donna Becker, George Rustigian, Gerry and Nan Hardison, the Rev. Harry 
Benjamin, the Howerton Family, Hudson Milligan, Jack Allen, Jackson Sirhal, Jean Couban, Jodi Wilson, Joe 
Micelli, the Rev. John Hogg, Joseph and Elaine Kelly, Judi Rhodes, Leea Gorman, Lilly Pinner, Louise 
Jackson, Lysbeth, Marcia Richardson, Margie Lidoff, Marie, Mary Horner, Mary Muniz, Marty Childs, Matt, 
McQuade Milligan, Melvyn and Stacy, Michael, Paul, Peter Blackledge, Rosemary Wensing, Russ, Sofia, 
Soundary Dilan, Stacey, Stephen Miller, Stephen Spurlock, Susan Little, Thomas Henry, Tim Williams, Tony, 
Val, Wesley Johnson, and Winnie Kidd.  

Pray for those who are celebrating birthdays this week: Sham Suri II, Brian Young, Michael Reinemer, 
Stewart Skubel, Alma Yopp, George West, Leo Horne, Dagobert Soergel, Leslie Williams, Anne Hunger, Tom 
Shimkin, and Teresa Skubel.  

Pray for those serving around the world: Noah Barker, Ian Phillips, Todd Bates, Jason Osborne, Michael 
Hussey, Scott, and Philip Pretzinger.    

Those who have died: Victims of the fire at Le Constellation in Crans-Montana, Switzerland, New Year’s 
Eve.  Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Wednesday Quiet Prayer at Immanuel and the Seminary Continues Wednesdays 5:15 
- 6:00 p.m., beginning January 7th .  Clergy and congregational members of Immanuel share silent 
prayer time together on Wednesday evenings, with ordinands and faculty members from VTS, and 
(increasingly) with some members of other local churches. At a time of much need for prayer in our churches 
and in the world, especially in our ongoing prayers for world peace, we are responding to several requests to 
make this practice a weekly option for our parish(es) and the Seminary. We gather in the Oratory Chapel 
inside Immanuel Chapel, from 5:15-6:00pm each Wednesday evening. Please do consider joining us, either 
every week or when you have the time. This time of prayer can be used in many different and profitable 
ways; but the core theme is that, together, we wait on God’s grace and respond to his calling. By coming 
together we offer, as Christ promised, more than the sum of our parts. We invite all to join us.  

http://www.icoh.net
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Announcements 

Weekday Worship and Study Opportunities 
All are welcome to participate 

Morning Prayer Tuesday, January 6th @ 10:00 a.m., Zabriskie Chapel 

Wednesday Holy Eucharist Rite II, January 7th @ 12 Noon, Zabriskie Chapel 

Weekly Bible Study: “The Gospel of John” Thursday, January 8th 

@10:30 a.m. online via Zoom.  

Look for login details in your weekly eBlast email. 

Compline will Resume Friday, January 9th@ 8:30 p.m., online via Zoom 

Sunday, January 11th: Children’s Epiphany Pageant with Holy Eucharist Rite II, 

10 a.m., Immanuel Chapel 

Wednesdays in The World with The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs,  January 7th, 2026 

 
Join Sarah for fellowship this Wednesday, January 7th  from 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at the Alexandria Pastry 
Shop, Bradlee Shopping Center on King Street.  All are welcome! 

Come Join Us on the Immanuel bus to Richmond  

with the Interfaith Center, Wednesday January 21 
   
For the past several years, the Social Justice committee has joined with other Immanuelites for a stimulating 
and fun bus trip and day in Richmond to meet with our representatives, learn about the Virginia legislative 
process, and advocate – with Vestry concurrence – on behalf of Immanuel on one or two issues important to 
our faith.   

 
This year, we will be following up on further legislative action regarding higher 
education opportunities in Virginia’s prisons and easing zoning restrictions on those 
Virginia churches that want to use part of their property for affordable housing.   
  
The Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy is the overall sponsor of this exciting 
day.   For more information, or to make sure you have a place on the bus, please talk 
to Kathryn Haskin, Jamie Conrad, or Julie Bruns; registration is required (see QR code 
at left), and we can defray the fee for anyone who requests it.  Lunch will be provided.  

Parish-wide Invitation to David Lloyd's Eagle Court of Honor  
Saturday January 10th at 2pm., Zabriskie Parish Hall. 

 
David would like to extend this invitation to anyone in the parish that would like to attend. 

We would love to see you there.     Kathy Lloyd and her son, David Lloyd 

mailto:kathryn.jackson41@gmail.com
mailto:jamie_conrad11@comcast.net
mailto:drbruns@verizon.net
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Every Member Pledge Campaign Update: As Thank you to all who 
have made a financial commitment to support our parish — vital to 
the life of this institution. If you have not yet made your pledge, 
please consider doing so promptly. You may return the pledge card 
that was mailed to you, pledge by scanning the QR code at right, or 
pledge through of December 9th, we have received 102 pledges so 
far, totaling $561,650.  This includes 6 new pledges and 57 who 
increased from last year.  We hope for a total of $725,000.   
 

Senior Adult Ministry and Fellowship January activities: 
 
Join Senior Adult Ministry and Fellowship and see the world in a whole new way!  We will 
start the New Year off with a trip to the Washington National Cathedral to take a tour of the 
stained-glass windows on Thursday, January 15.  We will be eating lunch first and then taking 
a guided tour.  While walking through the Cathedral, you will witness the stylistic evolution of 
Cathedral windows from 1911 to the present and learn about the creation process, which 
combines artistry and technical skill. In the tour, you will also discover how to “read” a 
window, decoding symbols that add meaning and depth to each lancet. 
 
We will be assembling at the Zabriskie parish hall at noon.  After lunch, our one-hour tour 
begins at 2:00pm.  We plan to return to the Parish Hall no later than 4:00pm. Tickets for the 
tour are $20 per person, and the co-pay to ride in the van is $20. I have 20 tickets for this 
event, which is sold out.  Please RSVP to Karen at Karen.Besser@gmail.com. 
 
THIRD WEDNESDAY LUNCH AT GOODWIN HOUSE-ALEXANDRIA on January 21 at 
noon in the Fillmore room.  Please join us for luncheon and conversation.  RSVP to Rev. Susan 
if you are not a resident of Goodwin House and to Susan Kernan if you are a resident.   
 
FOURTH TUESDAY BROWN BAG LUNCH:  SAINTS ALIVE!  Do you ever wonder if 
there are folks among us who will be recognized in future times as saints?  When Pauli Murray 
spent her third year of seminary at VTS in 1975-76 she was 65 years old, and had been a civil 
rights lawyer, a co-founder of the National Organization for Women, and a published author 
and poet.  Extraordinary certainly, but…a saint?  But Murray, who was ordained in January 
1977 and passed away in July 1985, was added to the Calendar of Commemorations of the 
Episcopal Church, and thus to Holy Women, Holy Men at General Convention 2012.  Come 
and let’s learn more about Pauli Murray’s life and talk about what role Holy Women and Holy 
Men have in our lives.   
 
We will meet in the Parish Hall at 12:15pm on Tuesday, January 27.  Bring your own sandwich 
or salad, and drinks and dessert will be provided.  No RSVP is necessary.   
 
AS ALWAYS, friends are welcome to join Senior Ministry and Fellowship activities. 

The annual meeting of Immanuel Parish will be held on Sunday, February 1, in Zabriskie Parish Hall, 
immediately following the 10:00 a.m. Eucharist. Please plan to attend in person so we can meet the quorum 
needed for electing new Vestry members.  

https://www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org/2026-online-pledge-card.html
https://www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org/2026-every-member-pledge.html
mailto:Karen.Besser@gmail.com
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Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr. (ralexander@icoh.net)  ............................................................. Rector 
The Rev. Susan D. Parsons (sparsons@icoh.net)  .............................................................. Associate Rector 
The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs (sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net)  ............................................. Assistant Rector 
Signa Strom (sstrom@vts.edu)  ................................................................................................... Seminarian 
Beatrice Osumba (bosumba@vts.edu)  ....................................................................................... Seminarian 
Dr. Jane Tavernier (jtavernier@icoh.net)  ......................................................................... Director of Music 
Aleta Y. Powell (apowell@icoh.net) ............................................................................ Parish Administrator 
Tim Lawhorn ....................................................................................................................................... Sexton 
Tom Hewson (thewson@icoh.net)  ................................................................................................ Treasurer 
Mollie Lambert (mlambert@icoh.net)  ........................................................................... Assistant Treasurer 
Mike Morgan (mmorgan@icoh.net) .................................................................................. Finance Manager 
Tamika Martin (tmartin@icoh.net) ....................................................................... Audio Visual Technician 
Mina Sultani  ...................................................................................................................... Nursery Director 
Miguelina “Mimi” Guzmann  ....................................................................................... Hospitality Assistant 

         The Vestry 

Amy Thomas .......................................................................................................................... Senior Warden 
Caroline Bergmark ......................................................... Junior Warden: Buildings and Grounds, Registrar  
Peter Kent ..................................................................................................... Junior Warden: Administration 
Mark Fearer .............................................................................................................................. Social Justice 
Matt Haskin ...................................................................................................................................... Worship 
Rich Hobson .................................................................................................................................... Outreach 
Taylor Houck ........................................................................................... Adult Formation and Discipleship 
Dave John ..................................................................................................................................... Fellowship 
Doug Onley ............................................................................................... Stewardship and Planned Giving 
Mary Ann Ring ............................................................................... Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Brian Rush ..................................................................................................... Senior Ministry, Pastoral Care 
Kristin Whitman ...................................................................................... Newcomers and Communications  
Sydney Onley .............................................................................................................. Youth Representative 

Schedule of Sunday Worship Services 

  

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I, Zabriskie Chapel 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, First Sunday of every month 

3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Immanuel Chapel 

3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

 
Online 

www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org 
Immanuel's YouTube channel  

Priests Associate 

 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Coakley 

The Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke  

The Rev. Jan A. Maas 

The Rev. John R. Smucker 

The Rev. Dr. Francis H. Wade 

 

Rector Emerita 

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Ann (Sam) Faeth 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill is a Christian community in the Episcopal tradition, striving to be in 
relationship with God and each other as Christ has taught us, actively attempting to sense and to serve God’s plan with great love. We 
are guided by Mark 16:15: “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel,” to learn, discern, and proclaim the Good News by being 
active ministers in the various communities where we live and serve. 

Parish Office  
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304 

Telephone: 703∙370∙6555, Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

ICOH.net 

https://www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org/creation-care-ministry.html
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/12176
http://www.icoh.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFoz8u0DpT9QiCOY8_I9AfA
http://www.icoh.net
http://www.icoh.net/

