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Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
Parish Notes 

November 23, 2025 

 
IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST we welcome you  

to Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill!   
 

Immanuel is an Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Virginia, and is part of the world-wide Anglican 
Communion.  Immanuel was founded by the Virginia Theological Seminary. We are one parish that worships 
in two locations: the Zabriskie Chapel (3606 Seminary Road), and Immanuel Chapel (3737 Seminary Road) 
on the seminary grounds.  Immanuel Chapel offers a fully-staffed nursery for our infant and toddler 
parishioners. 
 
Visitors are encouraged to fill out a visitor card — located in the pews or display stands at the entrances 
of the chapels.  Please give your card to an usher or place in the collection plate.  Thank you. 
For the latest information on our online worship service and to view a video of our most recent service, please 

visit our website (www.icoh.net).  

Pray for Parishioners: Ann MacNamara, Jim, Nancy, Spencer, and Zuzanna Wise, Carolyn Ferguson, 
Catherine Sinclair, Chris von Schoening, Craig Jackson, Cynthia Morton, Cy Murphy, David Phillips, Debbie 
Hewson, Gary and MeiLung DeVight, Gordon Johnson, Hugh Campbell, Jane, the Jim and Lisa Clausen 
Family, John Richards, Joseph, Kenny, Marcus Rarick, Mary Jane Ruhl, Nancy Bishop, Natalie Doyle Hennin, 
Norma Taliaferro, Rollin Huntington, Susan Montague, Thom Hussey, Tom and Martha Shimkin, and Wendy 
Hoge.  

Pray for Our Friends and Family: Andrew Davis, Ann Langdon Days, Ann Woodward, Barbara Kellner, 
Barbara Sagan, Becky Smith, Betsy Fox Berry, Brian and Joyce, Bridget Rice Rose, Caleb Lusk, Carol 
Ording, Charlotte Kellogg, Cicely, Donna Becker, George Rustigian, Gerry, the Howerton Family, Hudson 
Milligan, Jack Allen, Jackson Sirhal, Jean Couban, Jodi Wilson, Joe Micelli, the Rev. John Hogg, Joseph and 
Elaine Kelly, Judi Rhodes, Leea Gorman, Lilly Pinner, Louise Jackson, Lysbeth, Marcia Richardson, Margie 
Lidoff, Marie, Mary Horner, Mary Muniz, Marty Childs, McQuade Milligan, Melvyn and Stacy, Michael, 
Paul, Peter Blackledge, Rosemary Wensing, Russ, Ryan Willis, Sofia, Soundary Dilan, Stacey, Stephen Miller, 
Stephen Spurlock, Susan Little, Thomas Henry, Tim Williams, Tony, Val, Wesley Johnson, and Winnie Kidd. 

Pray for those who are celebrating birthdays this week: Anna Braun, Tom Kerns, Brian Boynton, Meredith 
Robinson, Mei-Lung DeVight, Jim Wise, the Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs, Jim Snow Teske, Alexander 
Temoshok, Greta Arnold, Chris von Schoening, and Billy Bertles.  

Pray for those serving around the world: Noah Barker, Ian Phillips, Todd Bates, Jason Osborne, Michael 
Hussey, Scott, and Philip Pretzinger.    

Those who have died: Scott Peter Roberts, younger brother of Brooke Roberts; George Clausen  Woods, 
brother and sister-in-law of Jim Clausen and in-laws of Lisa Clausen; and John Bullock, cousin of Candy K. 
Levin and Kerry Kelly Wade.  Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Advent Wreath Making and Pizza Lunch: Join Rev. Sarah on November 30th at 

11:30a.m. in the Zabriskie Parish Hall to make an Advent wreath and enjoy a pizza lunch. 

+ Thanksgiving Eve Eucharist + 
 
Please invite your neighbors, friends, family and visiting holiday guests to join us for a special Thanksgiving 
Eucharist on Thanksgiving Eve this Wednesday, November 26

th
 at 6:30 p.m. in Zabriskie Chapel, 

followed by birthday cake and decaf coffee for the Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs in the parish hall. 

http://www.icoh.net
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Announcements 

Weekday Worship and Study Opportunities 
All are welcome to participate 

Morning Prayer Tuesday, November 25th @ 10:00 a.m., Zabriskie Chapel 

Thanksgiving Eve Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Wednesday, November 26th @ 6:30 p.m. Zabriskie Chapel 

Quiet Prayer, Wednesday November 26th, 5:15 - 6:00 p.m. 

The Oratory Chapel inside Immanuel Chapel 

Compline, Friday November 28th@ 8:30 p.m, online via Zoom 

Weekly Bible Study: “The Gospel of John” Resumes Thursday, December 4th 

@10:30 a.m. online via Zoom.  

Look for login details in your weekly eBlast email. 

Wednesdays in The World with The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs  
 
Join Sarah for fellowship this Wednesday, November 26th  from 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at the Alexandria 
Pastry Shop, Bradlee Shopping Center on King Street.  All are welcome! 

Today’s the last day of Immanuel's Every Member Pledge Campaign, with the theme of Putting God First. 
This is our annual opportunity to consider our many blessings and to pledge what we will give back to God and 
towards God's purposes through Immanuel for next year.   As in the past, our campaign will feature several 
Immanuelites sharing their testimony of what giving has meant to them in their faith journey.  You may pledge 
by using the QR code at right, or by returning the pledge card from the stewardship mailing, or by clicking on 
the Give button on our website.  Our annual pledge is among the many ways we strive towards Putting God 
First.  

Immanuel's Stewardship Campaign  

Putting God First 

ALIVE! Diaper — and Formula — Drive: November 2025 
 
Two months a year (January and June), Immanuel donates food to ALIVE! to help Alexandrians with food 
insecurity. This year we are adding a diaper, baby wipe, and baby formula drive in the month of November. 
 
All sizes of diapers are needed, including adult-sized  for older children with disabilities. Please consider adding 
a package of diapers or wipes to your grocery or drug store cart . We’ve placed collection boxes in the narthex 
of both chapels for drop-offs throughout the month of November.  Questions? Contact Lisa Clausen at 
Lisa.clausen@verizon.net 

The Parish Office will be closed November 27th -28th in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday. 

https://www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org/2026-online-pledge-card.html
https://www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org/2026-every-member-pledge.html
mailto:Lisa.clausen@verizon.net?subject=Diaper%20Drive
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Sign-up to Serve: November - JANUARY 2026 

IT’S Easy and ONLINE   

Sign-up to Serve in our Sunday Services through January 2026 ONLINE  by
visiting the landing page of our website at ICOH.net and clicking our Red SignUp Genius 

Button or scanning the QR code at left.   If you’re a student planning to spend 
occasional weekends home, feel free to sign-up for only a Sunday or two.  Training 

for all lay ministries available upon request.  Thank you for your participation! 

December 6th: Help needed with Christmas Family Books: Volunteers of all ages needed!

Thanks to a trip to the Green Valley Book Fair in Mt. Crawford, VA , we have more than 900 new 
books for our 2025 Christmas families. On Saturday, December 6th from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m., we will be 
matching books to each child and teen (two books apiece). We also have great basic cookbooks for our 
parents. Any amount of time you can spare is appreciated. 

We need folks to: 

Peel off price tags, a tedious but necessary job and we have handy scrapers to help. You can sit to do this. 

Bring small to medium boxes, like those  Amazon boxes, from home to organize books for the larger families 
so the boxes are easier to wrap. Peel off labels, if you can. Or bring them to us at church services: Laura Snow 
at the 8 a.m. and Connie Kurz at the 10 a.m.  

  Chose appropriate books for each child based on the information provided by the parents/social workers
and by age/grade and stated interests. 

  Enjoy that famous Immanuel fellowship, breakfast pastries and a light lunch.

  Help box up and inventory the remaining books, so we are set for 2026.

Please contact Connie Kurz (cgkurz@aol.com) or Laura Snow (laurabsnow@verizon.net) if you, a family 
member, a student needing community service hours or a friend/neighbor would like to help. Many hands 
make light work and get us all in the holiday spirit! 

Do you have a teen - or would you like to learn more about your faith and deepen participation in the life of the 
church? The Sacrament of Confirmation offers us the opportunity to renew the promises made for us at bap-
tism and to seek God's strength as we continue to keep those baptismal promises in our lives. Confirmation 
happens as part of the Rt. Rev. E. Mark Stevenson, Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia's visit, which will occur 
at Immanuel on March 15, 2026. 

If you or your teen is interested in exploring this sacrament, we will have an initial meeting with parents and 
youth on Sunday, December 7 immediately following the 10am service. We'll talk about confirmation and 
work out a realistic schedule for required preparation, worship attendance and service projects this winter. If 
you have any questions, don't hesitate to contact Mother Sarah directly at sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net .  

Coming this Winter: Confirmation Prep for Ages 13+

Prep Meeting: Sunday, December 7 @ 11:00 a.m., The Fairchild Room 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a728a0fac61-layministry#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a728a0fac61-layministry#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a728a0fac61-layministry#/
http://www.icoh.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a728a0fac61-layministry#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a728a0fac61-layministry#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a728a0fac61-layministry#/
mailto:cgkurz@aol.com
mailto:laurabsnow@verizon.net?subject=Books
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffvb4y9cab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001cmtC9vbQPfbYw8mTgzUKVzK8_tzL3kCg4MJp2pWi8IH7K2T83Jo1VXnlx07TdOR63m16GSwiz9KtHo9CEWh3Y5fRs3QxQIZJjkVeUnVJpaL-Md7yhp-cuz5pcRT9USzSvFxO2yLdgZjo7TICnzo2NbNSeF
mailto:sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net


CHRISTMAS FAMILIES 2025 -- Sign-up for a family today! 

From Matthew 25:40: And the king will answer them,  
`Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 

This is the first Sunday you can sign up to buy gifts for a family, or part of one, to bring the good news of 
Christ's coming and God's love in a very tangible form – a toy to grow with, an art kit for creativity, clothing to 
keep warm in and that youth are proud to wear, increasing their self-esteem, costume jewelry – to another fam-
ily, transforming a bleak Christmas into the light of Christ present. As you sign up, we will give you a sheet 
with information on the children's interests and suggestions on the type of gifts that have lasting value. 
Sign-up before or after each Sunday service today, November 30th and December 7th; or stop by the Zabriskie Nar-
thex on weekdays. You can also contact Linda Serabian serabian@somaarchitects.com with a description of the 
kind of family you would like (number, age, and gender of children), and she will select a family for you and send 
you the information.  

Currently we have 83 families, 197children and 91parents, 288 people in all. We are one of the few places that 
does not turn away families even at the last minute, so we may have more to come. 

Ingathering of the gifts and blessing on the altar will be held Gaudete Sunday, December 14th, which is 
also the Sunday of the special collection. Or you can bring the gifts to the parish office before that day.  De-
cember 14th is also the Sunday of the great forum hour party to wrap gifts for children and parents not 
"adopted". 

Please bring paper wall calendars you receive in the mail. We will add them to the gift bags. 
For the bicycle program we partner with Vélocity Bicycle Cooperative (https://velocitycoop.org/donate-
stuff/), 2111 Mt Vernon Avenue. They provide beautifully refurbished bikes for many children on our list. You 
can take used bicycles directly to them or bring them to the church. It would be great if some Immanuelites, 
including young people, would volunteer for Vélocity. They will teach you bicycle repair. 

Connie Kurz and Laura Snow buy children’s books in quantity at very good prices, and then, with a team, 
assign books for each of the families, to be wrapped and united with the other gifts for the family. 
Posting to your neighborhood listserv may move some people not members of Immanuel to sign-up for a fami-
ly on our list. We want to expand the social media effort to get people in surrounding neighborhoods in-
volved. If you can help, let Linda Serabian know. 

Christmas Families is a small yet so big part of transforming the world and comforting God's people. We make 
the world new by putting a toy into a child's hands to help her grasp the world in her mind, or by giving a 
stuffed tiger as a huggable companion and clothes to keep warm. 

There are billions of children in the world, so you might ask "What does it matter?".  
It matters very much to the children and parents in the family for whom you sign up to provide gifts. 

Dagobert Soergel <mailto:ds@dsoergel.com>  
Linda Serabian <serabian@somaarchitects.com>  
Dorothy Kellogg <mailto:djaskellogg@gmail.com> 
Connie Kurz <mailto:cgkurz@aol.com> 
Laura Snow <laurabsnow@verizon.net> 

A vignette. In a previous year we received a last-minute referral of a family who was evicted and lost all of 
their possessions, but they were allowed to stay for a few more days to celebrate Christmas in the empty 
apartment. Another group got them a tree and decorations, and we got them nice toys and a generous gift 
card. The little girls didn't seem to notice they had no furniture. One of the little girls wants to become a vet-
erinarian, so we got her an 18" doll with a collection of doll clothes, including a veterinarian outfit, expertly 
produced by the XFAM sewing group Candy Levin, Laura Snow, and Brooke Roberts. 

 4 

mailto:serabian@somaarchitects.com
https://velocitycoop.org/donate-stuff/
https://velocitycoop.org/donate-stuff/
mailto:ds@dsoergel.com
mailto:serabian@somaarchitects.com
mailto:djaskellogg@gmail.com
mailto:cgkurz@aol.com
mailto:laurabsnow@verizon.net
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Senior Adult Ministry and Fellowship 

December activities 

Senior Adult Ministry and Fellowship will visit the National Gallery of Art for a 
guided tour of The Stars We Do Not See:  Australian Indigenous Art.  This 
exhibit is drawn exclusively from the collection of the National Gallery of 
Victoria in Melbourne, Australia and is the largest exhibit of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander art ever shown in North America. Connecting 250 nations 
across 65,000 years, these works “reveal the rich, living history of creativity 
behind the world’s longest continuous culture.”  

Our van will leave from Zabriskie Chapel’s parking lot at 11:00am, heading to the 
East Wing.  After lunch on your own in the Gallery’s café and a chance to visit 
your own favorite art work at the Gallery, we will assemble for the 50-minute tour 
at 1:00pm.   We should return to the Parish Hall no later than 3:00pm. The co-pay 
for the van is $20.  (No cost for the exhibit.)  RSVP to Karen Besser at 
karen.besser@gmail.com. 

FESTIVE HOLIDAY TEA AND CAROL SING 

Join us on Tuesday, December 16 in the Parish Hall for a Festive Holiday tea and 
plenteous goodies at 2pm.  Afterwards, we will adjourn to the chapel for a carol 
sing.  Pianist extraordinaire and our own Immanuel Choir bass section leader 
Daryl Ott will be taking your requests, together with Rick Glassco on the chimes, 
so think ahead and be ready to call out all your favorite carols.  You know…those 
songs that make the season bright!   

Please RSVP to Karen Besser, so that we know how many cookies, cucumber 
sandwiches and festive candies to have on hand. 

THIRD WEDNESDAY LUNCH AT GOODWIN HOUSE-ALEXANDRIA 
on December 17 at noon in the Fillmore room.  Please join us for luncheon and 
conversation.  RSVP to Mother Susan (sparsons@icoh.net) if you are not a 
resident of Goodwin House, and to Susan Kernan (skernan40@aol.com) if you 
are a resident.   

mailto:karen.besser@gmail.com
mailto:sparsons@icoh.net
mailto:skernan40@aol.com
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Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr. (ralexander@icoh.net)  ............................................................. Rector 
The Rev. Susan D. Parsons (sparsons@icoh.net)  .............................................................. Associate Rector 
The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs (sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net)  ............................................. Assistant Rector 
Signa Strom (sstrom@vts.edu)  ................................................................................................... Seminarian 
Beatrice Osumba (bosumba@vts.edu)  ....................................................................................... Seminarian 
Dr. Jane Tavernier (jtavernier@icoh.net)  ......................................................................... Director of Music 
Aleta Y. Powell (apowell@icoh.net) ............................................................................ Parish Administrator 
Tim Lawhorn ....................................................................................................................................... Sexton 
Tom Hewson (thewson@icoh.net)  ................................................................................................ Treasurer 
Mollie Lambert (mlambert@icoh.net)  ........................................................................... Assistant Treasurer 
Mike Morgan (mmorgan@icoh.net) .................................................................................. Finance Manager 
Tamika Martin (tmartin@icoh.net) ....................................................................... Audio Visual Technician 
Miguelina “Mimi” Guzmann  ............................................................................................ Nursery Assistant 

         The Vestry 

Amy Thomas .......................................................................................................................... Senior Warden 
Caroline Bergmark ......................................................... Junior Warden: Buildings and Grounds, Registrar 
Peter Kent ..................................................................................................... Junior Warden: Administration 
Mark Fearer .............................................................................................................................. Social Justice 
Matt Haskin ...................................................................................................................................... Worship 
Rich Hobson .................................................................................................................................... Outreach 
Taylor Houck ........................................................................................... Adult Formation and Discipleship 
Dave John ..................................................................................................................................... Fellowship 
Doug Onley ............................................................................................... Stewardship and Planned Giving 
Mary Ann Ring ............................................................................... Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Brian Rush ..................................................................................................... Senior Ministry, Pastoral Care 
Kristin Whitman ...................................................................................... Newcomers and Communications 
Sydney Onley .............................................................................................................. Youth Representative 

Schedule of Sunday Worship Services 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I, Zabriskie Chapel 
10:00 a.m. First Sunday in October, November & December 2025 

3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Immanuel Chapel 

3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

Online 

www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org 
Immanuel's YouTube channel 

Priests Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Coakley 

The Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke 

The Rev. Jan A. Maas 

The Rev. John R. Smucker 

The Rev. Dr. Francis H. Wade 

Rector Emerita 

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Ann (Sam) Faeth 

MISSION STATEMENT: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill is a Christian community in the Episcopal tradition, striving to be in 
relationship with God and each other as Christ has taught us, actively attempting to sense and to serve God’s plan with great love. We 
are guided by Mark 16:15: “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel,” to learn, discern, and proclaim the Good News by being 
active ministers in the various communities where we live and serve. 

Parish Office  
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304 

Telephone: 703∙370∙6555, Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

ICOH.net 

https://www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org/creation-care-ministry.html
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/12176
http://www.icoh.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFoz8u0DpT9QiCOY8_I9AfA
http://www.icoh.net
http://www.icoh.net/

