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Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill 
Parish Notes 

October 12, 2025 

 
IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST we welcome you  

to Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill!   
 

Immanuel is an Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Virginia, and is part of the world-wide Anglican 
Communion.  Immanuel was founded by the Virginia Theological Seminary. We are one parish that worships in 
two locations: the Zabriskie Chapel (3606 Seminary Road), and Immanuel Chapel (3737 Seminary Road) on the 
seminary grounds.  Immanuel Chapel offers a fully-staffed nursery for our infant and toddler parishioners. 
 
Visitors are encouraged to fill out a visitor card — located in the pews or display stands at the entrances 
of the chapels.  Please give your card to an usher or place in the collection plate.  Thank you. 

For the latest information on our online worship service and to view a video of our most recent service, please 

visit our website (www.icoh.net).  

Pray for Parishioners: Ann MacNamara, Aster, Jim, Nancy, Spencer, and Zuzanna Wise, Carolyn 
Ferguson, Catherine Sinclair, Chris von Schoening, Craig Jackson, Cynthia Morton, Cy Murphy, David 
Phillips, Debbie Hewson, Gary and MeiLung DeVight, Gordon Johnson, Jane, John Richards, Joseph, Kenny, 
Marcus, Mary Jane Ruhl, Nancy Bishop, Natalie Doyle Hennin, Norma Taliaferro, Rollin Huntington, Susan 
Montague, Tom and Martha Shimkin, and Wendy Hoge.  

Pray for Our Friends and Family: Andrew Davis, Ann Langdon Days, Ann Woodward, Barbara Kellner, 
Barbara Sagan, Betsy Fox Berry, Brian and Joyce, Bridget Rice Rose, Carol Ording, Charlotte Kellogg, Cicely, 
Donna Becker, George Rustigian, Gerry, the Howerton Family, Hudson Milligan, Jack Allen, Jackson Sirhal, 
Jean Couban, Jean Williams, Jill Lane, Jodi Williams, Joe Micelli, José Maria, Joseph and Elaine Kelly, Leea 
Gorman, Lilly Pinner, Louise Jackson, Lysbeth, Marcia Richardson, Marie, Mary Horner, Marty Childs, Mary 
Muniz, McQuade Milligan, Michael, Paul, Peter Blackledge, Rosemary Wensing, Russ, Soundary Dilan, 
Stephen Miller, Stephen Spurlock, Susan Little, Tony, Wesley Johnson, and Winnie Kidd. 

Pray for those who are celebrating birthdays this week: Christina Yount, Lisa Yount, Phil Johnson, Karin 
Kizer, Connie Kurz, Claudia Reading, Martin Horne, Mia Mason, and Kristen Moore. 

Pray for those serving around the world: Noah Barker, Ian Phillips, Todd Bates, Jason Osborne, Michael 
Hussey, Scott, and Philip Pretzinger.    

Forum Hour TODAY: "A Dialog on the Practicalities of Prayer" 

Led by The Rev. Dr. Frank Wade and the Rev. Dr. Sarah Coakley 

Sunday, October 12th @ 11:15 A.M, The Welcome Center 
 
An open discussion to aid and encourage those setting out on the regular practice of prayer, and in 
connection with the new ‘Quiet Prayer’ sessions on Wednesdays, 5:15-6pm in the Oratory Chapel.    
 
All are welcome. 

http://www.icoh.net
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Announcements 

Weekday Worship and Study Opportunities 
All are welcome to participate 

Morning Prayer Tuesday, October 14th @ 10:00 a.m., Zabriskie Chapel 

Noonday Holy Eucharist Rite II, Wednesday, October 15th, Zabriskie Chapel 

Quiet Prayer, Wednesday October 15th, 5:15 - 6:00 p.m. 

The Oratory Chapel inside Immanuel Chapel 

Weekly Bible Study: “The Gospel of John” Thursday, October 16th 

@10:30 a.m. online via Zoom.  

Look for login details in your weekly eBlast email. 

Compline, Friday October 17th@ 8:30 p.m, online via Zoom 

Pumpkins are Here and More Coming – Mark Your Calendars 
for Saturday, October 18th! Volunteers Needed!   

 
 
We had a fabulous turnout for our first Saturday Pumpkin Unloading. Thanks to all of you who 
came out to help! It was a glorious – if chaotic – day! We have a second unloading day on 
Saturday morning, October 18 2025 – please come back and help unload pumpkins that morning. 
 
Many thanks to all the volunteers for Pumpkin Patch 2025: Setup crew, pumpkin unloaders and 
sellers, wagon fixers, social media gurus, volunteer wranglers, bulk order baggers, soup makers, 
bakers, knitters, day managers -- there’s a job for everyone! There are plastic soup containers 
available in Parish Hall Kitchen and Immanuel Chapel Parlor – please keep the freezer full of 
delicious soups that we can sell! Please help us keep the baked goods displays full of delicious 
treats to sell! 
 
Let us follow Jesus’s greatest commandment: to love God and our neighbors. Outreach is a force 
multiplier of good works – it’s putting faith in daily action – it’s the money we contribute to 
others, it’s the hours of volunteer service, and the joy we can bring to our community. Since 
2000, your Immanuel Pumpkin Patch work has raised $1,388,000 for Outreach charities such as 
ALIVE, Carpenter’s Shelter, Community Lodgings, Culmore 
Clinic, Five Talents, Haiti Micah Project, Christ Church Refugee 
Ministry, and other organizations that feed people, aid the 
homeless, and bring hope. Please help! 
 
Finally, please sign up for sales shifts by scanning the QR code at 
right.  We can’t sell pumpkins or food without wonderful 
volunteers at the sales table! Thank you for all you have done and 
will do -- and see you at the Patch!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E4EA9A823A4FC1-58309761-immanuel#/
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Wednesdays in The World with The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs  
THIS Wednesday, October 15th : Join Sarah for fellowship this Wednesday, October 15th  from 
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. at the Alexandria Pastry Shop, Bradlee Shopping Center on King Street.  
All are welcome! 

Weekly Quiet Prayer at Immanuel and the Seminary, Wednesdays 5:15 - 6:00 p.m. 
 

In recent penitential seasons (Lent and Advent, 2024, and Lent 2025) clergy and congregational members of 
Immanuel have shared silent prayer time together on a weekday evening, with ordinands and faculty members 
from the Seminary, and (increasingly) with some members of other local churches. At a time of much need for 
prayer in our churches and in the world, especially in our ongoing prayers for world peace, we are now 
responding to several requests to make this practice a weekly option for our parish(es) and the Seminary. With 
our first season ending on Wednesday December 17, we gather in the Oratory Chapel inside Immanuel 
Chapel, from 5:15-6:00pm each Wednesday evening. Please do consider joining us, either every week or 
when you have the time. This time of prayer can be used in many different and profitable ways; but the core 
theme is that, together, we wait on God’s grace and respond to his calling.  By coming together we offer, as 
Christ promised,  more than the sum of our parts.   

 

The Rev. Randy Alexander, the Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs, and the Rev. Dr. Sarah Coakley 

It’s autumn and Senior Ministry/Fellowship has plans.  Plan to join us!  
 
OCTOBER: THIRD WEDNESDAY LUNCH AT GOODWIN HOUSE-ALEXANDRIA at noon on October 
15 (RSVP to Mother Susan sparsons@icoh.net if you are not a resident of Goodwin House Alexandria, and to 
Susan Kernan skernan40@aol.com if you are). 
 
FOURTH TUESDAY BROWN BAG LUNCH.  The professional hockey season begins in October and if you 
don’t know the difference between a snipe and a dangle, we’re not gonna put you in the penalty box!  Instead, 
come on Tuesday, October 28 and hear parishioner Agnes Soos, who will help us learn how to follow that fast 
puck around the ice and maybe become a fan for life.  Bring your own sandwich and we will provide dessert 
and drinks.  There is no reservation required and no cost to this event.  
 
SPECIAL ADVANCE NOTICE—CELEBRATE VETERANS DAY WITH A TOUR OF THE U.S. 
NAVAL ACADEMY!  On Thursday afternoon, November 13, we will travel to Annapolis to tour the Naval 
Academy. We will get around in nifty little electric cars, so distance and weather are no object.  Van co-pay is 
$20 and the tour price is $35.  Specific timing details will follow shortly but if you want to go, mark your 
calendar now and RSVP to Karen Besser no later than Monday, October 13, as we need to provide names/

VTS Alumni Convocation:  

The Right Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde, Diocese of 
Washington, DC Recently Added 

 
Please join us in person or online for the 2025 Alumni Convocation featuring The New 
York Times columnist David French, speaking on Faith in an Age of President Trump, 
Bishop of Washington, DC, the Right Rev. Mariann Edgar Budde, on Courage is 
Contagious, and VTS faculty the Rev. Ruthanna Hooke on Taking, Blessing, Breaking, 
Giving: Sacramental Preaching in Difficult Times. 
 
Non-alumni are welcome to attend.  For more information and to register, scan the QR 
code at left. 

mailto:sparsons@icoh.net
mailto:skernan40@aol.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-vts-alumni-convocation-tickets-1582660884309?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm-source=cp&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing
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 Monthly Saturday Breakfast Bible Study: “God’s Promises” 

 Saturday, October 18th @ 8:00 AM,   Held Online via Microsoft Teams 
 

Join Immanuel’s monthly Saturday morning Breakfast Bible Study Saturday, September 20th  online via 
Microsoft Teams (find this bulletin on our website under the “Worship” tab, then click on the link below) 

beginning at 8 a.m.  Our new theme for 2025 is God’s Promises.  This month we will read 2 Corinthians 1:17-

22 “For in him [Jesus Christ] every one of God’s promises is a “Yes.” using the African Model of Reflection.  
For more information, please visit our webpage “Breakfast Bible Study”, or contact Chrissie Crosby at 

cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com.    
 
Join MSTeams Saturday Breakfast Bible Study Meeting /  Meeting ID: 959 5450 6553  /  Passcode: 027913  

Forum Hour “Being Faithful on Tuesday”  
 Sunday November 16, 2025, The Welcome Center 

 

Following the fall retreat at Holy Cross Abbey, come hear the Rev. Dr. Frank Wade’s reflections at a forum 
hour Sunday November 16th at 11:45 a.m. in the Welcome Center across from Immanuel Chapel.    

Immanuel’s 4th Annual Blood Drive–SIGN UP NOW for November 2!   
 

We are partnering with Inova Hospital for the fourth time to host a blood drive on Sunday, November 2, from 
noon to 4pm in the Zabriskie parking lot. The link to sign up is now LIVE! Scan the QR code at right to pick 
a time, or you can reach out to Katherine Maas at katherinemaas@gmail.com.  Blood drives are a meaningful 
way to help our community–one in seven people entering the hospital need blood and a single car accident 
victim can require as many as 100 pints of blood. The blood from our drive will likely be used within 48 hours 
after it ends. Please see recently updated eligibility guidance on Inova's site inovablood.org/
donate-blood/eligibility/.  If you are considering donating blood for the first time, Inova has 
some helpful information at inovablood.org/donate-blood/prepare-for-your-donation/first-
time-donors/.  
 
If you are not eligible to donate, you can still help at the registration table—even an  hour 
would help! Please contact Katherine with any questions or to express interest in 
volunteering at the registration table. Thank you!  

Help a Child Learn to Read! Become a Book Buddy! 
 

Do you or someone you know have an hour a week to help a child learn to read?  The Alexandria Tutoring 
Consortium (ATC) needs volunteer reading tutors in Alexandria's public elementary schools, with the most 
openings at Ferdinand Day, Patrick Henry, and John Adams schools.  Tutors work one-on-one with a 

kindergarten, first, or second grade student in 35-minute sessions, once or twice a 
week, during the school day, October through May.  You do not need to be a teacher 
to do this - ATC provides training, materials and support - and you will make a huge 
difference for a child.  It is important, though, to honor the schedule as your Book 
Buddy will look forward to seeing you.   

Contact ATC's Alexa Allmann (aallmann@alexandriatutors.org) or 
visit alexandriatutors.org to learn more.  To register, simply scan the QR code at left. 

http://www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org/breakfast-bible-study-brochure.html
mailto:cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com?subject=ICOH%20Parish%20Notes
https://teams.live.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fmeet%2F9317599064508%3Fp%3DVGJf5EziVz9lTtcich%26eventType%3Dcommunity%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meet&deeplinkId=bf4c7fdd-239e-48c2-9a6a-71f9e2feb867&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&s
mailto:katherinemaas@gmail.com
https://www.inovablood.org/donate-blood/eligibility/
https://www.inovablood.org/donate-blood/eligibility/
https://www.inovablood.org/donate-blood/prepare-for-your-donation/first-time-donors/
https://www.inovablood.org/donate-blood/prepare-for-your-donation/first-time-donors/
mailto:aallmann@alexandriatutors.org
http://alexandriatutors.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdM__vyU-WxlWAlczTgZFJpx0Un5dc15x2jyyfS22dQXfdGQA/viewform
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Clergy and Staff 

The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr. (ralexander@icoh.net)  ............................................................. Rector 
The Rev. Susan D. Parsons (sparsons@icoh.net)  .............................................................. Associate Rector 
The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs (sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net)  ............................................. Assistant Rector 
Signa Strom (sstrom@vts.edu)  ................................................................................................... Seminarian 
Beatrice Osumba (bosumba@vts.edu)  ....................................................................................... Seminarian 
Dr. Jane Tavernier (jtavernier@icoh.net)  ......................................................................... Director of Music 
Aleta Y. Powell (apowell@icoh.net) ............................................................................ Parish Administrator 
Tim Lawhorn ....................................................................................................................................... Sexton 
Tom Hewson (thewson@icoh.net)  ................................................................................................ Treasurer 
Mollie Lambert (mlambert@icoh.net)  ........................................................................... Assistant Treasurer 
Mike Morgan (mmorgan@icoh.net) .................................................................................. Finance Manager 
Tamika Martin (tmartin@icoh.net) ....................................................................... Audio Visual Technician 
Bella Jung  .......................................................................................................................... Nursery Director 
Miguelina “Mimi” Guzmann  ............................................................................................ Nursery Assistant 

The Vestry 

Amy Thomas .......................................................................................................................... Senior Warden 
Caroline Bergmark ......................................................... Junior Warden: Buildings and Grounds, Registrar  
Peter Kent ..................................................................................................... Junior Warden: Administration 
Mark Fearer .............................................................................................................................. Social Justice 
Matt Haskin ...................................................................................................................................... Worship 
Rich Hobson .................................................................................................................................... Outreach 
Taylor Houck ........................................................................................... Adult Formation and Discipleship 
Dave John ..................................................................................................................................... Fellowship 
Doug Onley ............................................................................................... Stewardship and Planned Giving 
Mary Ann Ring ............................................................................... Children, Youth, and Family Ministries 
Brian Rush ..................................................................................................... Senior Ministry, Pastoral Care 
Kristin Whitman ...................................................................................... Newcomers and Communications  
Sydney Onley .............................................................................................................. Youth Representative 

Schedule of Sunday Worship Services 

  

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I, Zabriskie Chapel 
10:00 a.m. First Sunday in October, November & December 2025 

3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

 

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Immanuel Chapel 

3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 

 
Online 

www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org 
Immanuel's YouTube channel  

Priests Associate 

 

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Coakley 

The Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke  

The Rev. Jan A. Maas 

The Rev. John R. Smucker 

The Rev. Dr. Francis H. Wade 

 

Rector Emerita 

The Rev. Dr. Margaret Ann (Sam) Faeth 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill is a Christian community in the Episcopal tradition, striving to be in 
relationship with God and each other as Christ has taught us, actively attempting to sense and to serve God’s plan with great love. We 
are guided by Mark 16:15: “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel,” to learn, discern, and proclaim the Good News by being 
active ministers in the various communities where we live and serve. 

Parish Office  
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304 

Telephone: 703∙370∙6555, Monday-Friday 9am-5pm 

ICOH.net 

https://www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org/creation-care-ministry.html
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/12176
http://www.icoh.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFoz8u0DpT9QiCOY8_I9AfA
http://www.icoh.net
http://www.icoh.net/

