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WIiLLIAM BRADFORD “BRAD” ASHTON
1944 - 2025

William Bradford Ashton died on June 8™ following a brief battle with heart failure and cancer.

Brad was born in Ashland, Wisconsin, October 4", 1944. He grew up primarily in Manchester and then
Storrs, Connecticut. He was, by many accounts, a mischievous child, before growing into a polite young
man and a leader in his class. He had great memories of his eight summers at Camp Wonalancet in New
Hampshire where he developed his interest in the outdoors and became an accomplished swimmer. He
attended Edwin O. Smith High School in Storrs where he played baseball.

Brad attended the United States Air Force Academy where he swam competitively and was in the 7
Squadron. He graduated as a Second Lieutenant in 1966. Color blindness prevented him from becoming a
pilot, so Brad served as intelligence officer at Wright Patterson Air Force Base and earned his Masters
Degree before leaving the Air Force. He then went to Ohio State University to earn his Ph.D. in industrial
and systems engineering.

Brad taught at the University of Missouri, then worked at Battelle Memorial Institute in Richland,
Washington before transferring to Battelle’s Washington D.C. office where he worked for several years.
After a couple of years of spending half his time out of the country for his work, Brad moved to Concurrent
Technologies where his work consulting with the Department of the Army and the Department of Energy
allowed him to spend more time with his family. Brad’s chief areas of expertise were in Energy Technology
and in Competitive Intelligence. He was named a Fellow in the Society of Competitive Intelligence
Professionals and was a founding member of the Council of Competitive Intelligence Fellows. He authored
many articles in professional journals and edited two books on technology intelligence

Brad met Melinda in 1987, her three boys not long after, and married in 1988. Brad was a devoted husband
and leapt into fatherhood with great enthusiasm, coaching little league baseball and helping with math
homework. He endured bald jokes and delighted in corny birthday and father’s day cards. In 1996, he
became a father again with the birth of William Bradford Ashton Jr. Brad found great joy in raising Will. He
was an involved Boy Scout parent and scout master for several years, seeing Will through to Eagle Scout.

Brad was a faithful member of the Immanuel Church community where he served on the vestry twice,
including as Senior Warden, ushered, lugged pumpkins and, most importantly, forged his strongest
friendships. He will be remembered for his good humor, his genuine kindness, and his loving spirit.

Brad is survived by his wife Melinda Ashton, son Will Ashton, stepsons Andrew, Read, and Peter Brodhead,
their wives Emily, Lori, and Sara, grandchildren Anna, Logan, Cecilia, Otto, Josephine, and Harrison, and
by his sister, Ann Gold.

Memorial contributions may be made in Brad’s name to:

= ALIVE!, Incorporated
Q\‘Y ﬁ 2723 King Street / Alexandria, VA 22302
A\, (703) 837-9300

» N
1 J info@alive-inc.org

A

Neighbors Helping Neighbors

“Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord; and let light perpetual shine upon him. May his soul and the souls of all
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen”



https://www.alive-inc.org/make-financial-donation-alexandria-va/
mailto:info@alive-inc.org
https://www.alive-inc.org/make-financial-donation-alexandria-va/

PRELUDE: Organ music of Johann Sebastian Bach, Marcel Jean-Jules Dupré¢, and Dan Locklair

THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD, RITE 11

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the resurrection.
Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we too, shall be raised.

The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that "neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord."

This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other in
Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his
friend. So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the nearer

presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn.

All please stand while the following anthems are said. (Book of Common Prayer, page 491)

Opening Sentences:

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.
Whoever has faith in me shall have life,

even though he die.

And everyone who has life,

and has committed himself to me in faith,

shall not die for ever.

As for me, | know that my Redeemer lives

and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.
After my awaking, he will raise me up;

and in my body I shall see God.

I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him
who is my friend and not a stranger.

For none of us has life in himself,

and none becomes his own master when he dies.
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,

and if we die, we die in the Lord.

So, then, whether we live or die,

we are the Lord’s possession.

Happy from now on

are those who die in the Lord!
So it is, says the Spirit,

for they rest from their labors.

Opening Hymn 482: “Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy” found in The Hymnal 1982

Slane



Clergy: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Clergy: Let us pray.

Collect: O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of your servant
Bradford, and grant him an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of
your saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

The First Lesson: Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33 read by Mrs. Lori Brodhead

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, ‘therefore
I will hope in him.” The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.
It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.

For the Lord will not reject for ever. Although he causes grief, he will have compassion
according to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly afflict or grieve
anyone.

The word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 46: 1-7 Deus noster refugium read by Mrs. Ann Gold

1 God is our refuge and strength, *
a very present help in trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, *
and though the mountains be toppled into the
depths of the sea;

3 Though its waters rage and foam, *

and though the mountains tremble at its tumult.

4 The LORD of hosts is with us; *
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, *
the holy habitation of the Most High.

6 God is in the midst of her;
she shall not be overthrown; *
God shall help her at the break of day.

7 The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; *



The Epistle: Revelation 21:2-7 read by Mr. Peter Brodhead

And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared
as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See,
the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and
God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no
more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’

And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.” Also he
said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a
gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I
will be their God and they will be my children.

The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God

Psalm 23 Dominus regit me King James version read by Mr. Peter Brodhead
1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in
the house of the Lord for ever.

All please stand

The Holy Gospel: John 14:1-6 read by The Rev. Susan D. Parsons

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John
Response: Glory to you, Lord Christ

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house
there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where
I am going.” Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we
know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.

The Gospel of the Lord
Response: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Tribute and Reflections: Mr. Andrew Brodhead
Mr. Doug John
Mr. Read Brodhead



The Homily: The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr.

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say:

1 believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
1 believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers: led by The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs

For our brother, Brad, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "I am Resurrection
and I am Life."

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for
Brad, and dry the tears of those who weep.
Hear us, Lord.

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.
Hear us, Lord.

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life.
Hear us, Lord.

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of heaven.
Hear us, Lord.

Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him
fellowship with all your saints.
Hear us, Lord.

He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your
heavenly kingdom.
Hear us, Lord.

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our consolation, and
eternal life our hope.

Silence may be kept



The Celebrant concludes with the following collect:

Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother, Brad, who was reborn by water and the
Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your victory over death, and be an
occasion for us to renew our trust in your Father's love. Give us, we pray, the faith to follow
where you have led the way; and where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to
the ages of ages. Amen.

The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

THE COMMENDATION

The Clergy take their places at the urn.

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the
earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, "You are
dust, and to dust you shall return." All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make
our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant, with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more,
neither sighing, but life everlasting.

The Officiant, facing the urn, says
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Brad. Acknowledge, we humbly
beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own

redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen.

The Blessing
Closing Hymn 657: “Love divine, all loves excelling” found in The Hymnal 1982

The Dismissal

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ
People: Thanks be to God

Postlude: Improvisation on "The Strife is O'er"

Hyfrydol

The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God, and in loving memory
of William Bradford Ashton by his family.

Please join the family in the Zabriskie Parish Hall for a reception.



SERVING TODAY:

Officiant:

The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander
Rector
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill

Assisting Clergy:

The Rev. Susan D. Parsons, Associate Rector
The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs, Assistant Rector
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill

Crucifer:

Ms. Karen Besser

Acolytes:
Mr. Matthew Haskin
Miss. Adeline Haskin

Readers:

Mrs. Lori Brodhead, daughter-in-law
Mrs. Ann Gold, sister
Mr. Peter Brodhead, son

Tribute and Reflections:

Mr. Andrew Brodhead, son
Mr. Doug John, longtime friend
Mr. Read Brodhead, son

Intercessor:

The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs

Musician:

Mr. Jason Abel
Director of Music
Christ Church Alexandria

Ushers:

Mr. Tom Hewson
Mrs. Debbie Hewson
Mr. Tom Kerns

Gravesite Preparation:

Mr. Tom Kerns

Altar Flower Arrangements:

Mrs. Candy Levin
Mrs. Kerry Kelly Wade
Immanuel Flower Guild
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CLERGY AND STAFF

The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr. (ralexander(@icoh.net) .........ccccceeviieriiiiieniieiierie e Rector
The Rev. Susan D. Parsons (sparsons@icoh.net) .........cccccoeveeeiiieniiiniiienieeiienie e Associate Rector
The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs (sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net) ............ccceevveeiiieniieiienieennnne Assistant Rector
Beatrice Osumba (bosumba@VES.€AU) .......c.ceviiiriiiiiiiiieiie ettt Seminarian
Dr. Jane Tavernier (Jtavernier(@iCON.NEt) .......ccccvveeviierieriiieiieeie et Director of Music
Aleta Y. Powell (apowell@ICONNEL) ......cccuviieiiieeiiieeieeee e Parish Administrator
TIM LaWROIT oo Sexton
Tom Hewson (theWSON@ICON.NEL) .....oooviiiiiiiieiiie ettt e e evee e seree e sere e e Treasurer
Mollie Lambert (mlambert@IiCoh.net) .........cceeeeiiieiiieeiieeeeceeee e Assistant Treasurer
Mike Morgan (mMmorgan(@IiCON.MNEL) .......c.ccecviieiieeeiiieeiieeeite e Finance Manager
Tamika Martin (tmartin@iCoh.Net).........ccceeeviiieiiieeieeee e Audio Visual Technician
BeIIa JUNG oot et e et e e e e a e e ra e e naraeenns Nursery Director
MigUEliNA GUZIMAND .....ccviiiiiieeciie e eetee et e e siteeeeaeeeteeesseeessseeesaseeessseeessseeesseessseennnns Nursery Assistant
THE VESTRY
ATNY TROMAS. ...eeutieeiiieiie ettt ettt et e et e et e e bt e teesase e seeesbeeseesnseessseesseenseesnseenseennns Senior Warden
Caroline Bergmark............ccccevviiiviieniiienienieeieeeeeeeee Junior Warden: Buildings and Grounds, Registrar
Peter KONt .ottt e e e e e e Junior Warden: Administration
IMATK F@ATET ...ttt e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e s e et eeeeeessseeseaaaaeeeeessesans Social Justice
IMATE HASKIIL. ..ottt e e e e e et ettt e e e e e s e e e e et eeeeeesesessaaeeeeeesssasenaaneeens Worship
RICH HODSOMN .o, Outreach
TaYLOT HOUCK ... Adult Formation and Discipleship
DIAVE JONI ittt ettt e et e e aa e e e aaa e aa————————————— Fellowship
DOUZ ONLCY ...ttt Stewardship and Planned Giving
Mary Ann RING ....cooviiiiiiiiiiiee e Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
Brian RUSH c.cooooiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Senior Ministry, Pastoral Care
Kristin WRITIMAN c.ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Newcomers and Communications
Sophie Johnson, David Lloyd, Sydney Onley, and Isabelle Young-Smith................ Youth Representatives
SCHEDULE OF SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES PRIESTS ASSOCIATE

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I, Zabriskie Chapel
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Immanuel Chapel
3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA

The Rev. Dr. Sarah Coakley
The Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke
The Rev. Jan A. Maas
The Rev. John R. Smucker
The Rev. Dr. Francis H. Wade

Online
www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org RECTOR EMERITA
Immanuel's YouTube channel The Rev. Dr. Margaret Ann (Sam) Faeth

2 S/ Telephone: 703+370+6555, Fax: 703+370+0837
i S ICOH.net

MISSION STATEMENT: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill is a Christian community in the
Episcopal tradition, striving to be in relationship with God and each other as Christ has
taught us, actively attempting to sense and to serve God’s plan with great love. We are

77, guided by Mark 16:15: “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel,” to learn, discern,

Zyand proclaim the Good News by being active ministers in the various communities where we
Z.ve and serve.
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Ways to GIVE


http://www.icoh.net
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCFoz8u0DpT9QiCOY8_I9AfA
http://www.icoh.net
http://www.icoh.net/
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/12176

