IMMANUEL CHURCH-ON-THE-HILL
Parish Notes
July 12, 2026

IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST we welcome you
to Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill!

Immanuel is an Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Virginia, and is part of the world-wide Anglican
Communion. Immanuel was founded by the Virginia Theological Seminary. We are one parish that worships in
two locations: the Zabriskie Chapel (3606 Seminary Road), and Immanuel Chapel (3737 Seminary Road) on the
seminary grounds. Immanuel Chapel offers a fully-staffed nursery for our infant and toddler parishioners.

Visitors are encouraged to fill out a visitor card — located in the pews or display stands at the entrances of
the chapels. Please give your card to an usher or place in the collection plate. Thank you.

For the latest information on our online worship service and to view a video of our most recent service, please
visit our website (www.icoh.net).

PRAY FOR PARISHIONERS AND THOSE IN SPECIAL NEED: Ann MacNamara, Carol Crossmire, Carolyn Ferguson,
Catherine Sinclair, Charles and Doris Ablard, Chris von Schoening, Craig Jackson, Cynthia Morton, Debbie
Hewson, Dick and Norma Taliaferro, Gary and MeiLung DeVight, Gordon Johnson, Hugh Campbell, Jim and
Nancy Wise, Joan Raybold, Joseph, Ken McDonald, Kenny, Leif Christoffersen, Marcus Rarick, Mary Ann
Rehnke, Mary Jane Ruhl, Natalie Doyle Hennin, Norma Jean Lawton, Rod McFadden, Rollin Huntington, Thom
Hussey, and Wendy Hoge.

PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY: Ann Langdon Days, Anna Woodward, Andrew Davis, the Rev. Antranig
Baljian, Barbara Kellner, Barbara Sagan, Becky Smith, Betsy Fox Berry, Brian and Joyce, Brian Van Buskirk,
Bridget Rice Rose, Caleb Lusk, Carol Ording, Charlotte Kellogg, Claire DeMaggio, Cy Murphy, Donna Becker,
Doug and Janet, George Rustigian, Gerry, Gerry and Nan Hardison, Hudson Milligan, Jack Allen, Jean Couban,
Jill Perkins, Kenny and Nirmala Basdeo, Jodi Wilson; John, Beth and Jake; John Wise, Elaine Kelly, Emma,
Karen Landry, Khristie Greiner, Leea Gorman, Lilly Pinner, Linda Taucher, Lizzy, Louise Jackson, Lysbeth,
Madeline, Marcia Richardson, Margie Lidoff, Mary Albach, Mary Muniz, McQuade Milligan, Melvyn and
Stacy, Michael, Paul, Peter Blackledge, Polly Hewson, Stephen Miller, Stephen Spurlock, Wesley Johnson, and
Winnie Kidd.

Pray for those who are celebrating birthdays this week: Erika Enright, Ava Hobson, Susan Warlick, Bryant
Mitchell, Lily Clausen, Jan Kell, Will Patifio, Cara Swisher, Owen Biggs, Matthew Sexton, Shawn Whitman,
Gretchen Thompson, Rosalie Cooper, Rich Ellis and Will Patton.

Those who have died: Margaret B. Coakley, sister-in-law of Chip Coakley. Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord,
and let light perpetual shine upon her.

GUEST CHOIR TopAY @10aM: Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Welcome Center

Immediately after today’s 10:00a.m. Eucharist, join us in the Welcome Center for coffee, conversation with
members of The Royal School of Church Music, and a jewelry sale (see next page).
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WEEKLY PRAYER REQUEST FOR OUTREACH (submitted by Rick Glassco)

We lift up our thanks and prayers for the West End Lazarus Emergency Financial Ministry as it provides
assistance for rent, utilities, and education to needy people in our community.


http://www.icoh.net

Announcements

WEEKDAY WORSHIP AND STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
All are welcome to participate

Morning Prayer, Monday-Wednesday and Friday @ 10:00 a.m., Zabriskie Chapel

Morning Prayer, Thursdays @ 10:00 a.m., The Fairchild Room

Wednesday Holy Eucharist Rite II, July 15™ @ 12 Noon, Zabriskie Chapel

Weekly Bible Study: “The Book of Genesis, Thursday, July 16™
@10:30 a.m. online via Zoom. Look for login details in your weekly eBlast email.

Compline Friday, July 17"@ 8:30 p.m., online via Zoom

How to Help a Struggling Afghan Family and Find Something Beautiful

As many of you know, Immanuel’s Outreach supports the Christ Church Refugee Ministry.
One of the key staff members of that ministry is Bilal Safi, a remarkable young man who
arrived in the United States at the age of 18 with the emergency airlift out of Kabul in 2021.
Separated from his family at the Kabul airport, Bilal found himself alone in Alexandria and
managed to put himself through Alexandria City High School three years ago. Since then, Bilal
has been taking courses at Northern Virginia Community College and working at various jobs,
including at Goodwin House Alexandria. Much of what Bilal earns he sends to his family in
Kabul, where they are trying to survive in difficult circumstances. A promising way in which
Bilal is doing this is to sell jewelry his family members craft using lapis lazuli stone mined in
Afghanistan. They create a variety of beautiful pieces, showcasing their skills and culture.

Bilal will be at the Welcome Center today following the 10 AM eucharist, where he offers
this jewelry for sale for the benefit of his family. Please come to this coffee hour event. For
more information, contact Pierre Shostal (pshks@aol.com).
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SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY AND FELLOWSHIP JULY ACTIVITIES:

THIRD WEDNESDAY LUNCH AT GOODWIN HOUSE-ALEXANDRIA on July 15
at noon in the Fillmore room. Please join us for luncheon and conversation. RSVP to
Mother Susan if you are not a resident of Goodwin House (sparsons@icoh.net) and to
Susan Kernan if you are a resident (skernan40@aol.com).

GUNSTON HALL:

Senior Adult Ministry and Fellowship will be traveling to Gunston Hall, the home of
George Mason on Thursday, July 23. Mason was an intellectual force behind American
independence. Best known for authoring the Virginia Declaration of Human Rights, his
ideas on personal freedoms helped inspire the Bill of Rights. We will have the opportunity
to tour both the house and grounds.

We will be leaving from the Zabriskie parking lot at 9:00am for a tour at 10:00am. After
the tour, we will plan on either a picnic at Gunston Hall or lunch back at Zabriskie,
depending on the weather. Co-pay to ride in the van is $25 and there is a $10 cost for the
tour. Please RSVP to Karen Besser no later than Sunday, July 19 at
Karen.Besser@gmail.com

FOURTH TUESDAY BROWN BAG LUNCH:

Everybody’s talking about data centers. They are big, and they have no windows, and
suddenly they seem to be everywhere (or coming soon). But what is a data center?
What’s it like inside on of those faceless buildings? And why do they use so much power
and water?

Come to our brown bag lunch in the Parish Hall at 12:15pm on Tuesday, July 28, and
find the answers. We won’t be tackling the politics of data centers, but hopefully we will
leave with enough basic information to participate in the discussions going on about the
centers, zoning and taxation proposals, and why these things are such a hot topic now.
Bring your own sandwich or salad, and drinks and dessert will be provided. No RSVP is
necessary.

AS ALWAYS, friends and family are welcome to join all Senior Ministry and Fellowship
activities.
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Shrinemonters Singalong Concert at 1823 Café, VTS Campus
Friday, July 17", 6:00 PM

All are invited to join the Shrinemonters at the Seminary’s 1823 Ca-
fé (affectionately known as “the Pub”) on Friday evening, July 17,
for an evening of song, refreshment and fellowship.

Immanuel’s own old-time music group will be performing two sets of
their favorite, mostly singalong tunes (including, for example, “T’11
Fly Away,” ”Will the Circle be Unbroken,” Swing Low, Sweet Char-
iot,” and “Rivers of Babylon™), starting at about 6:00 pm that evening
and likely lasting until about 8:00 pm. We’ll have ICOH alum Mi-
chael Duane sitting in with us, which we are all looking forward to.

All are welcome. No cover charge. Drinks and food are very reasona-
bly priced. For those who have not yet had the pleasure of visiting the
Pub, it’s located on the VTS campus, just behind the little white post
office on Seminary Road.

Questions: please contact Doug John at wendymjohn@yahoo.com. We look forward to seeing you there!
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MONTHLY SATURDAY BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY’S NEW THEME FOR 2026:
“CONTENTMENT” (in accepting love and rejecting fear)
Saturpay, JULY 18" @ 8:00 AM, Held Online via Microsoft Teams

Join Immanuel’s first monthly Saturday morning Breakfast Bible Study for 2026 on Saturday, July 18"
online via Microsoft Teams (find this bulletin on our website under the “Worship” tab, then click on the link
below) beginning at 8 a.m. Our new theme for 2026 is Contentment. This month we will read Psalm 37:3-
9 “Trust in the Lord and do good; live in the land and enjoy security” using the African Model of
Reflection.

For more information, please visit our webpage “Breakfast Bible Study”, or contact Chrissie Crosby at
cmcfaddencrosby@gmail.com. Join MSTeams Saturday Breakfast Bible Study Meeting /
Meeting ID: 959 5450 6553 / Passcode: 027913

-

The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs will return to WEDNESDAYS IN THE WORLD

with on Wednesday, July 22nd from 10:00-11:30am; however, you are encouraged to
attend with other Immanuelites in her absence. All are welcome!
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Christmas Families in August
CAMPAIGN FOR LEARNING AND QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL
Update for Sunday July 12" . Big move forward, almost there

21 of 116 children (in 16 of 80 families) are still waiting for Immanuelite sponsors.

You can still sign up this Sunday and the following two Sundays, July 19 and July 26 or in the .
Zabriskie Narthex during the week to provide a backpack filled with school supplies for the children in
one family to give them the tools for learning, lift their spirits, and send them off to a good start in the
new school year

Take a yellow instruction sheet with names and all the information you need and red tags to put on the
backpacks.

You can also contribute money through the special the special collection which goes

o to the Haiti MICAH Project and Community Lodgings for school supplies for the children they
serve

o for buying backpacks and supplies for children not "adopted" and for children from refugee families
referred to us when all other lists are closed, families who need help getting their children ready for
meeting their special challenges in school.

Anyone can make a financial contribution any time between now and Sunday, August 9™ (checks made
payable to “Immanuel” with “XFAM” written on the memo line). If you are visiting today, please feel
free to place your check in the offering plate, or scan the QR code below left and select the fourth option
at right to give online.

Early contributions are especially helpful; sending money in early July allows the organizations to
better plan for financial gaps with students lacking supplies.

Ingathering of backpacks — to be blessed at the altar — and second special offering plate collection
during both services is scheduled for Sunday, August 9™

LET US GIVE THE GIFT OF LEARNING, A GIFT FOR LIFE.
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Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill
Alexandria, VA 22304
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Zabriskie Kitchen Renovation Continues...

The Zabriskie kitchen will be unusable for the entire month of July! Our contractor is Russell Gage
Corporation an experienced general contractor. The work includes a new seamless epoxy floor, new oven,
replacement of ceiling with new lighting. We are also elevating the service sink. We can still have coffee
after service.

Remember to give toward matching pledge of $20K to help us increase the improvements.

Thanks,
Tom Kewns
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Pastoral Care Opportunity

This summer, the seminary will not hold services in the chapel. As you know, each Sunday the Flower Guild
puts together lovely arrangements for the 10 AM service. Over the summer there is no use for them after the
service. These beautiful flowers should be used to brighten the lives of those who cannot physically be with us.
Pastoral Care and the Flower Guild need volunteers to carry out this ministry. If you are willing to pick up
flowers after the 10 AM service (excluding the first Sunday of the month) as an offering of God's love, please
signup on Immanuel’s SignUp Genius for Lay Ministers

i

EYC Barbeque and Game Night at Zabriskie Chapel,
Sunday, July 26 @4:00-8:00PM

Mark your calendars, rising 6th-12th graders!

(Parents, please let the Rev. Sarah know if you can offer help with organizing and clean-up at
sspurlockbiggs@jicoh.net)

i

SIGN-UP TO SERVE: IT’S EASY AND ONLINE:

Sign-up to Serve in our Sunday Services ONLINE through SEPTEMBER 2026 by visiting
the landing page of our website at ICOH.net and clicking our Red SignUp Genius Button or
scanning the QR code at right.

If you’re a student planning to spend occasional weekends home, feel free to sign-up for a
Sunday or two during the summer only. Training for all lay ministries available upon
request. THANK YOU for your participation!



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a4a728a0fac61-layministry#/
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JOIN OUR REFUGEE MINISTRY CARE TEAM AND MAKE A LASTING IMPACT!

Team volunteers! Care Team volunteers provide critical support by staying in touch

with families, offering companionship, and ensuring they feel welcome in their new

community. They help with appointments, community events, and services like career

support, school involvement, and basic needs. Your kindness can help these families %W Dnith
thrive and adjust to their new life! Be the bridge to resources, fun activities, and

connections. Get involved today and make a difference—one family at a time. Ready

to lend a hand? We need you and we train you! If you are ready to take the first step, @
schedule a meeting with our Refugee Coordinator, Cessilye by scanning the code at

right.

The Refugee Ministry at Christ Church has three new families that are in need of Care @
(e

If you have questions or would like more information on what is typically needed, please feel free to contact
Kathy Conrad kathypconrad@gmail.com or David Atwood atwooddavida@gmail.com.
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A NEW HOME FOR CHRISTMAS FAMILIES NEEDED

For the last 20 years since the fire at Dagobert’s house, Christmas Families has been housed on the
mezzanine of the building at 118 N Washington Street hosted by Christ Church. Starting approximately
10 years prior Bill Frye’s bicycle ministry used the space. The Ross department store has leased the first
floor for most of that time. The Ross lease ended recently. Christ Church has after many years of looking
found a new tenant, The Linder Academy. They are a private K-12 school. Unlike Ross who only leased
the first floor, the school will lease the entire building including the mezzanine. We have been told that
we can no longer use the space. We are very grateful for the approximately 30 years of use of this space
rent free. We are also very grateful that Christ Church is giving us a year to vacate the space. We have
been asked to move next January allowing us one more Christmas season.

We need 400-500 sq ft of minimally conditioned space. We would need to have access on nights and
weekends. While we have carried everything upstairs in our current location and loaded trucks on busy
Washington Street, it would be great if the new space was on the first floor and easily accessible for
loading and unloading. We do not have the budget to find a space that requires us to pay rent. Help is
needed to find a new location. We are asking everyone to let us know if they have any suggestions. Please
contact Rich Hobson, richh777@gmail.com, or Linda Serabian, Serabian@somaarchitects.com.

Thank you.

SAVE THE DATE: HOLY CROSS ABBEY RETREAT NOVEMBER 13-15

The Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill Annual Spiritual Retreat will be held November 13-15 at Holy Cross Abbey,
Berryville, Virginia with the Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke, Professor of Homiletics at Virginia Theological
Seminary and Priest Associate at Immanuel, as the retreat leader.

If you are interested in a retreat scholarship, please contact the Rev. Randy Alexander (ralexander@icoh.net). If
you need a ride or would like to provide a ride to another retreat participant, please contact the retreat
carpooling coordinator, Katherine Maas, katherinemaas@gmail.com.

Registration materials will be available in mid-August.
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CLERGY AND STAFF

The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander, Jr. (ralexander@icoh.net) ..........ccceeevvieeiiieniiieeeiie e Rector
The Rev. Susan D. Parsons (sparsons@icoh.net) .........ccceeevieeeiieeeiieeeiieeeiieeeiee e Associate Rector
The Rev. Sarah Spurlock Biggs (sspurlockbiggs@icoh.net) .........ccceeevveeciieenciieenreeenee. Associate Rector
Signa Strom (SSTrOME@IVES.EAU) ...eeeeuviieiiieeiiie ettt et et e e etee et e e s e e e ebeeesaseeessseeenseesnnseesnnns Seminarian
Dr. Jane Tavernier (jtavernier@iCON.NEt) ........ccccveieiiieeiiieeiieee e e Director of Music
Aleta Y. Powell (apowell@IiCON.NEL)......c.coviiiriiieiieiieeiieeeeeee et Parish Administrator
THAM LAWROTITI ...ttt et b et e et e s bt et e et e sbe e bt estesaeenees Sexton
Tom Hewson (theWSON@ICON.NEL) ......c.eevuiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiecie ettt ebe e eneeanees Treasurer
Mollie Lambert (mlambert@iCoOh.NEt) .........ccceevviieriiieiiiiiieeiieie et Assistant Treasurer
Mike Morgan (Mmorgan(@ICON.NEL) ........cccueeueerireiiieniieeieerieeteesiee et e e eaeesseeebeeseneeneeas Finance Manager
Tamika Martin (tmartin@ICON.NEL) .........cecvieriieriiiiiieeieeie et Audio Visual Technician
IMINA SUILANT ..ottt ettt et et e et e e be e beeesbeenseeensaessaeenseensnesnseas Nursery Director
Tamana KarimMa ........ccoeoiieiiiiiiieiieee ettt ettt e et eebeeseesabaesaneenseenseas Nursery Assistant
Miguelina “Mimi” GUZIMAND ......cc.eeiuieriiieriieeieenieeeteestie et esereeseessreeseessnesseesseessseensns Hospitality Assistant
THE VESTRY
IMAATK FRATET ......eeeeeiieeiiee ettt ettt e et e e e aeeetaeestaeeesbaeeessseesaseeensseeensseeenns Senior Warden
DOUZ ONICY ...ttt Junior Warden: Administration
Brian Ply.....cocooiiiiiiiece Junior Warden: Buildings and Grounds and Creation Care
Jennifer W. GIEINET ......cocuiiiiieiiiiiieie et Adult Formation and Discipleship
RICH HODSOM ...ttt ettt e et e et e e e ta e e s ataeesabaeeessaeeesseeesseeesseeesseeensseas Outreach
IMATtin HOTTIE ...ttt e b et et se e ennas Communications
Taylor HOUCK.......ccuiiiiieiiecieeieece e Stewardship and Planned Giving, Registrar
DIAVE JONIN ...ttt ettt e et e et e e be e s tt e e beeetaeenbeestaeenbaeeabeenbeennteennaenraaans Fellowship
JIM KUIZ oottt et e et eebe e e sbeebeeebeenteeesbeensaeeaseennne e Senior Ministry
Mary Ann Ring........cccceevveeviiennns Children, Youth, and Family Ministries, Newcomers, and Evangelism
Brian RUSH .....couiiiie ettt sttt sae e Social Justice
DN WALKET ......viiiiiiiieiie ettt et ettt e esba e e e enseenes Worship, Pastoral Care
SYANCY ONICY ..ottt ettt et e teeesbeeseaesnbeessseesseesnas Youth Representative
SCHEDULE OF SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES PRIESTS ASSOCIATE
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I, Zabriskie Chapel The Rev. Dr. Sarah Coakley
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, First Sunday of every month The Rev. Dr. Ruthanna Hooke
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA The Rev. Jan A. Maas
The Rev. John R. Smucker
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II, Immanuel Chapel The Rev. Dr. Francis H. Wade
3737 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA
Online RECTOR EMERITA
www.immanuel-on-the-hill.org The Rev. Dr. Margaret Ann (Sam) Faeth

Immanuel's YouTube channel

MISSION STATEMENT: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill is a Christian community in the Episcopal tradition, striving to be in

relationship with God and each other as Christ has taught us, actively attempting to sense and to serve God’s plan with great love. We

are guided by Mark 16:15: “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel,” to learn, discern, and proclaim the Good News by being
-
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active ministers in the various communities where we live and serve.

PARISH OFFICE
3606 Seminary Road, Alexandria, VA 22304
Telephone: 703+370+6555, Monday-Friday 9am-1pm
ICOH.net

Ways to GIVE
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