
Based on the Solemn Collects of Good Friday

 

Officiant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins;
People: His mercy endures forever.

Officiant:  
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, 
to serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal 
for justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in 
accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen

Confession of Sin 
Officiant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept.

Officiant and People:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Officiant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Officiant: Lord, open our lips.
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise

Officiant and People:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever. Amen.
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O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The First Lesson: Jeremiah 29: 4-14   

Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Take 
wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that
they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your
welfare. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and the diviners who
are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, for it is a lie that they are 
prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, says the Lord.

For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will 
fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For surely I know the plans I have for you, 
says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you 
call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if 
you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes 
and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will
bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 23  Dominus regit me   (read in unison)  

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.



Officiant and People: 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel:  Matthew 5:14-16 

Jesus said, "You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a lamp to 
put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for everyone in the house. And you, like 
the lamp, must shed light among your fellow men, so that they may see the deed you do, and give glory
to your Father in heaven." 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ. 

A few words about the vigil

The Prayers

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Officiant: Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name,
     thy kingdom come,
     thy will be done,
         on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
     as we forgive those
         who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
     and the power, and the glory,
     for ever and ever. Amen.

Officiant:
Dear People of God: Our heavenly Father sent his Son into 
the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world through 
him might be saved; that all who believe in him might be delivered 
from the power of sin and death, and become heirs with him of everlasting life. 

We pray, therefore, for people everywhere according to their needs;

Reader: 
Let us pray for the holy Catholic Church of Christ throughout the world; for its unity in witness and service, 
for all bishops and other ministers and the people whom they serve, for Susan, Jennifer, and Porter, our 



Bishops, and all the people of this diocese, for all Christians in this community, for those about to be 
baptized.

Officiant:
That God will confirm his Church in faith, increase it in love,
and preserve it in peace.

Silence

Officiant:
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer 
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in 
their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly 
serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority among them;

Reader: 
Almighty God, who has given us this good land: We humbly beseech you that we may always prove 
ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with honorable industry, 
sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance,
and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought 
together out of many homes and tongues. Imbue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in we entrust the 
authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to your 
laws, we may show your praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all this we ask through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Officiant:
That by God's help we may seek justice and truth, and live in peace and concord.

Silence

Officiant:
Almighty God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true 
love of peace, and guide with your wisdom those who take 
counsel for the nations of the earth; that in tranquility your 
dominion may increase, until the earth is filled with the 
knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind;

Reader: 
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, terror, disease, and 
death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 
neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal 
opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Amen.

Officiant:
That God in his mercy will comfort and relieve them, and grant them the knowledge of his love, and stir up 
in us the will and patience to minister to their needs.



Silence

Officiant:
Gracious God, the comfort of all who sorrow, the strength of
all who suffer: Let the cry of those in misery and need come
to you, that they may find your mercy present with them in all
their afflictions; and give us, we pray, the strength to serve
them for the sake of him who suffered for us, your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind;

Reader: 
O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light rises up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in 
all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you would have us do, that the Spirit of wisdom may 
save us from all false choices, and that in your light we may see light, and in your straight path we may not 
stumble. Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our supplications and prayers, and dispose the way of your 
servants towards the attainment of everlasting salvation; that, among all the changes and chances of this 
mortal life, we may all ever be defended by your gracious and ready help; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Officiant:
That God will open our hearts to the truth, and lead us to faith and obedience.

Silence

Officiant:
Merciful God, creator of all the peoples of the earth and
lover of souls: Have compassion on all who do not know you
as you are revealed in your Son Jesus Christ; let your Gospel
be preached with grace and power to those who have not
heard it; turn the hearts of those who resist it; and bring
home to your fold those who have gone astray; that there
may be one flock under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us commit ourselves to God, and pray for the grace
of a holy life, that, with all who have departed this world and
have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is
known to God alone, we may be accounted worthy to enter
into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive the crown
of life in the day of resurrection. Amen.

A silence is now kept, and an invitation for private intercessory prayer. 



Officiant:

Almighty God, who has promised to hear the petitions of
those who ask in Jesus’ Name: We beseech you mercifully
to incline thine ear to us who have now made our prayers and
supplications to you. Grant that those things which we
have faithfully asked according to your will, may effectually be
obtained, to the relief of our necessity, and to the setting forth
of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The General Thanksgiving

Officiant and People:

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Officiant

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Romans 15:13
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