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2019 Candidates for Vestry 

 
This year, Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill has four qualified and talented individuals running for the four open 
seats on the Vestry.  Each brings unique skills, gifts, and experience to this important leadership position.  
Please take a moment to read their bios here and chat with them at coffee hour! 
 
Hance Haney   
I’ve worshiped at Immanuel since 2006, and I enjoy serving on the altar guild, 
communications and stewardship committees and the board of trustees among 
other things.  I worship at Immanuel because of its people.  Our symbiotic  
relationship with the seminary is also a plus for me.  I was privileged to serve 
on the Vestry in 2012-14.  It’s a lot of work, but for me it was worth every  
minute as it not only brought me closer to the church and to God but gave me 
the chance to become acquainted with many more people on a deeper level 
than I ever would have otherwise.  Attending church is a much richer  
experience for me because of my volunteer activities.  One of the things I 
would most like to focus on as a Vestry member is a more comprehensive  
process for identifying and recruiting volunteers.  The leaders of our various 
ministries already have a lot of work to do, and most of the ones I’ve talked to 
would appreciate more assistance with volunteer recruitment. 

 
Kathryn Haskin   
I've been worshiping at Immanuel Church on the Hill since 2011. At the time, 
my husband and I were newlyweds, and we were looking for a church home. I 
was looking for a community that would live its values, welcome questioners, 
and embrace the challenge of living our faith out in the world. I found that  
community here, and happily, it's also been a great place for Matt, and now for 
our daughter, Adeline, to grow.  
 
Since joining the parish, I've been involved in a variety of our ministries. I've 
served as a member of the Newcomers/Evangelism Committee, and I've also 
been an engaged and eager volunteer at our Pumpkin Patch. This year, I'm  
honored to serve as a member of the lay committee support team for Deacon 
Stephen. Additionally, I greatly value the children, youth, and families  
ministry and activities, and I love getting to experience being a member of the 
parish through my daughter's eyes. These different roles and experiences have 
enriched my own spiritual development, and I believe that in this season of my 

life, deeper engagement with our church's work and ministry will only continue to develop my own faith.  
 
In my "day job," I am a resource development consultant, after serving as an in-house fundraiser for more than 
a decade. I've had the privilege of working with passionate and committed leaders in the nonprofit sector, 
learning both about the nuts and bolts of planning, budgeting, and evaluating impact, as well as learning how 
to be a responsive listener and effective leader. I believe that these skills honed in my professional life will 
help me add value as a member of the vestry. 
 
Danette (Dani) Kauffman 
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill has been my church home for two and one-half 
years. I was immediately impressed by the warm hospitality of parishioners, the 
beautiful music and the variety of outreach ministries. I currently sing in the choir 
and serve on the Stewardship Committee. Along with Jeannie Cummins Eisenhour 
and Martha Shimkin, I helped parishioners respond faithfully and generously to 
damage from the spring 2018 flood. I served for three Pumpkin Patches as co-day 
coordinator. I’ve enjoyed helping to provide the luncheon for volunteers on Patch 
kick-off day, as well as baking and providing orchard apples to support patch  
success. I’ve joined in with other parishioners in supporting the Christmas  
Families and the Back-to-School Backpack projects. Professionally, I provide 
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Danette (Dani) Kauffman, continued: 
 
communications and event services to corporations and, more recently, nonprofit organizations. My lifelong 
volunteer work is assisting nonprofits with fundraising. I would be honored to dedicate my work on the Vestry 
to areas where the need is greatest and, if possible, to support communications and stewardship to continue to 
enhance parishioner engagement, generosity and our financial stability. I have been actively involved in  
service to the church at the local and national levels throughout my life, including as a board member of the 
Episcopal Church Foundation. It would be a blessing to serve on Immanuel’s Vestry and continue to see and 
respond to the Holy Spirit at work in my life and the life of the parish. 
 

 
Martha Shimkin   
My family has worshipped at Immanuel since the fall of 2003. Our daughters 
were young participants in Christmas pageants and Sunday school, the  
wonderful puppet shows, homecoming shows and other events. Katja was an 
acolyte for years and was confirmed at Immanuel. I have regularly taught or 
supported Sunday school and served on flower guild. This past year, I filled the 
remainder of a term for a former Vestry member and was steward for Children, 
Youth and Families. I was also one of the three leaders for the fundraising 
event to share the story of the Great Zabriskie Flood of 2018, and raised money 
to pay for damage and remediation. I appreciate the community of Immanuel in 
worship, fellowship, support, and welcome. I value the deep theology of the 
Episcopal Church which I think is a particular gift of Immanuel, also bolstered 
by our close ties with the Virginia Theological Seminary. We benefit from a 
deep bench of gifted priests and beautiful space, both at Zabriskie and  
Immanuel Chapel.  
 

My goal is to serve the parish, support the people and programs, and help as needed so that Immanuel  
continues our strong and important ministry in and around Alexandria and throughout the world. I believe the 
vestry is most successful by working through committees, and that vestry role is to support our Rector, provide 
leadership to the parish, and look to the future. Professionally, I am a leader and manager in the federal  
government with budget, administration, and policy experience. I bring to vestry prayerful discernment and 
decision-making, and continually seek God’s purpose. 


